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The Case for God’s Love

1. Motivate

What are some examples from recent news of evil or suffering in our world?
· violence in Mexico

· earthquakes here and there

· tragic auto accidents

· misguided politicians

· crooked businesses

· judges who mete out injustice
· floods, hurricanes

2. Transition

When we see these things we often wonder “why?”

( Today we look at why we can trust a loving God in the midst of a world of suffering and evil
3. Bible Study

3.1 We Don’t Have the Full Picture
If you were Job, what questions would you want to be asking of God?

· why did such bad things happen to me?

· what did I do to deserve such tragedy?

· can you tell these friends they were wrong about me?

· these events were not fair … Why?

Listen for God’s questions to Job.
Job 40:1-9 (NIV) The Lord said to Job: [2] "Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God answer him!" [3] Then Job answered the Lord: [4] "I am unworthy--how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. [5] I spoke once, but I have no answer-- twice, but I will say no more." [6] Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm: [7] "Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. [8] "Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself? [9] Do you have an arm like God's, and can your voice thunder like his? 
What did God challenge Job to do? 

· so you want to argue with me?

· you think you can correct me?

· if you’re going to accuse me, then you’ve got to answer

How did Job respond to God’s challenge? 

· I am unworthy

· how can puny me respond to Omnipotent You

· “shut my mouth”

Why was Job unable to defend himself?

· he realized he was just a man

· he realized he had no place to make those accusations

· God put him in his place

What do you think Job learned from God’s response?

· God did know what was going on

· God was not ignoring Job

· there was more to what had happened than what Job could see

· we shouldn’t question God, accuse Him of mismanagement

· God is sovereign and does not answer to our whining

How do you think God responds when we question Him about the suffering He allows in our lives? What would He say to someone who is questioning?

· you lack understanding

· you lack faith

· trust me more

· I can see some things up ahead that you cannot

· this will end up good in the long run

What kinds of things do we learn through suffering?

· it doesn’t last forever

· it is part of everyone’s life

· God is sufficient to take us through it

· God will use this for good things in our lives in the long run

· we might never understand in this life the “why” of the situation

What is it about suffering that helps your faith grow?

· in most cases you have no other alternative but to trust God

· you learn to trust God first and foremost

· you learn that God is sufficient

· as you mature and grow older, you see a pattern of God at work, even in the midst of bad times

Job was a righteous and successful man who lost everything.  How would you offer to reach out to Job if you had lived nearby?
· sit with him and listen to his thoughts

· pray with him

· help him with daily chores

· help him put things back together

· offer transportation as needed

· offer him a place to stay

· help him with arrangements of funerals, etc.

· show that you care

3.2 Evaluate Present Suffering in Light of Eternity
What are some of the sufferings a Christian can experience?

· health problems

· financial reversal

· relationships break down – friends, relations turn against us

· persecution for our faith
Listen for the contrast that Paul makes concerning suffering.
Romans 8:18-21 (NIV)  I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. [19] The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. [20] For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope [21] that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

How did Paul describe the difference between his present and his future? 

· we might suffer in the present

· we will experience great glory in the future

· we feel present problems are great mountains to climb

· they are puny in contrast to the great glory God will bring to us in the future

· we won’t even think of them then
How does this contrast help us endure the sufferings we experience?

· puts things in perspective

· sufferings are tough going through them but God will make it up to us

· sufferings are temporary, future glory is eternal

What is the difference between Christian hope and wishful thinking?

	Christian Hope
	Wishful Thinking

	· based on God’s promises

· it is reality

· we can be sure of the outcome
	· based on happy thoughts

· basically just our imaginations

· bad odds of it ever happening


It is not only mankind that waits future glory.  What does the passage say about God’s creation in which we live?

· it waits with eager expectation for the revelation of God’s sons

· the creation is frustrated

· it is in bondage to decay

· it will be liberated from this decay

We all experience some futility and some bondage of corruption this side of  heaven.  How do we keep serving God in the midst of it?

· understanding that God is in charge

· remembering that God is at work in our lives as individuals

· remembering that He is in at work world wide 

· He is bringing events to a culmination that is His plan

3.3 Discover Good from Suffering
Listen for what we can learn about God’s purpose.
Romans 8:28-30 (NIV)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. [29] For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. [30] And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

For whom does God promise to work all things for good? 

· those who love God

· those who have been called according to His purpose

These two phrases depict a mutual relationship.  How does God intend for us to work together, back and forth in the process of our lives?

· communication with Him

· reading what He has to say to us in His word

· applying those words to our lives

· talking to Him in prayer

· sharing your joys, your sorrows, your praise, your confessions, your petitions

How might you explain to a child or grandchild that can God produce good results out of bad situations?

· people learn to trust God

· uses a situation to teach a lesson

· uses it to move them in the right direction

· prods us off of dead center to get going

· uses it to initiate a sequence of actions that accomplish His purposes for us .. for others around us

· we learn God’s sufficiency and are able to help and encourage someone else who is going through a similar situation

How does God seek to change His people (sometimes through suffering)? 

· He foresees those who will receive Him by faith

· He works in their life

· He shapes and molds them to become like Jesus

· so much so that there will be a “family resemblance”

What is God’s intention and plan for each Christian?

· uses life events to shape and mold our lives

· to develop in us the attributes of Jesus

· to show through us the fruit of the spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control

· to make us God’s representative to a lost and dying world

· to bring glory to God
4. Application
4.1 It is a fact that some people experience great suffering
· Some suffering can be caused by personal sin but not all suffering
· You might not know why you suffer this week

· But know that you can trust God in the midst of suffering

4.2 Earthly suffering may seem endless
· Know that it will end

· Suffering believers have a hope of everlasting life that lies ahead

· That hope will enable you to endure this week and all the weeks ahead
4.3 Many people blame God for their suffering
· Romans 8:28 can help you overcome that attitude

· Know that God is working everything out for good
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