5/6/2018
Stand Down

1. Motivate

What do you think makes some people brave and others cowardly? 
	Brave
	Cowardly

	· like a challenge

· foolish!

· self confidence

· know and practice skills

· use training automatically

· able to manage their fear

· trained themselves to manage emotional response to fear
	· afraid of their own shadow

· fear of unknown

· lack of experience or training

· easily intimidated

· unable to manage fear

· bullies are often actually cowards who bully easy targets

· run away from things that frighten or challenge


2. Transition

Esther and Mordecai faced something that was causing all the Jews to be fearful.

· Esther found herself in a position to right a great wrong

· She set aside fear, surrendered herself to God and a great victory was accomplished
3. Bible Study

3.1 Grieve over Injustice
Listen for the response to the king’s edict.
Esther 4:1-3 (NIV)  When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2  But he went only as far as the king's gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3  In every province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.
Note the phrase “learned of all that had been done” or “perceived all that was done.” 
These are the events to which that phrase refers.

· King Ahasuerus approved and funded Haman’s ruthless plan … sentencing all Jews to annihilation on a single day.
· This was … an irreversible decision that would affect thousands of innocent people.
· It was truly an unjust law.
How did Mordecai and the Jews react to the king’s edict? What suggests the Jews turned to God during this threatening time?
· tore their clothes

· put on sackcloth

· put ashes on their heads … actions that showed anguish and mourning

· wailed loudly and bitterly

· all these were part of their culture to show spiritual expression of grief as well as fear
Why might have Mordecai gone to the king’s gate to mourn when he knew he could not enter the complex? 
· wanted to make sure Esther knew of the coming tragedy

· figured people would relay story of his actions to her

· eventually found someone who would take a written message
How do people today typically respond when they feel targeted?

· anger

· fear

· helpless

· want to strike back

· want to run away

· call my lawyer, sue ‘em for big bucks

· call 911

· video the event with your phone, get evidence – post on social media

How widespread was the grief over the decree to slaughter the Jews? 
· every province

· great mourning

· fasting, weeping, wailing

· also sackcloth and ashes

What are some things about which you have lamented over injustice?
· every time you turn on the TV

· news shows Washington DC to be in a mess

· political correctness forced  upon people

· a tragic accident that took innocent lives

· how the press acts, fake news, slanted news

· abortions that take lives of innocent babies

3.2 God at Work, When and Where You Are
Listen for Esther’s response.
Esther 4:10-14 (NIV)  Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11  "All the king's officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death. The only exception to this is for the king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare his life. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king." 12  When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, 13  he sent back this answer: "Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"
 Background for this passage from Esther 4:4-9.

· Esther’s servants reported the news to her, and she was overcome with fear.

· She sent clothes to replace Mordecai’s sackcloth, but he refused them.

· Esther sent Hathach, a trusted servant, to find out why Mordecai was acting in such a way.

· Mordecai told him about the decree ordering the slaughter of the Jews.
· Mordecai gave Hathach a copy of the decree to show to Esther. He instructed her to go to the king on behalf of her people
What reason did Esther offer for not taking Mordecai’s suggestion that she intercede to the king on behalf of her people? 
· you were not allowed to just go straight to the king

· even though she was the queen, she had to be invited to his presence

· she had not been invited for some 30 days
What was the only exception to the king’s law about a person entering his inner court uninvited? 

· when the king saw the person he could make a choice whether to allow them to come to him

· he would raise his golden scepter if it was OK, otherwise they were put to death

How did Mordecai answer Esther’s fears? 

· you are in just as much danger as the rest of us

· if this evil plan succeeds, you also will die

· if you refuse to help, God will provide another source for ultimate relief and deliverance

· meanwhile, you and all our clan could be wiped out
· maybe God has placed you in this position for just this situation … to save all our people
How does Mordecai’s answer to Esther reveal his belief in God’s sovereignty?

· reminded her of her unique position as the queen and being a Jew

· God worked out her acceptance by those in the palace and even by the king

· of all the Jews, she alone had the possibility of direct access to the king who could do something about the problem
Consider why you live where you live?  

· born and grew up here

· moved here for a job

· moved to be near family

· cost of living, price of housing

· good school district

None of these reasons is bad or wrong. But perhaps we ought to ask yourself, what are some situations where God might place one of us in a strategic position for “such a time as this”?

· touch the life of a neighbor in need

· be a witness where you are employed

· kids be a point of contact to families you could influence

· to participate in local community leadership

· to be involved in the church where you attend

· a “chance” meeting with someone who has a spiritual need

· come upon an accident or emergency where we can help rescue someone

· an opening in a church ministry that you are uniquely qualified to fill

· confront people who are acting against someone helpless

· God gives you a word of wisdom to share with someone who is hurting or confused or searching

· someone at work or in your neighborhood is facing a tragedy and you can help practically and/or spiritually

3.3  Trust God, Surrender Yourself
Listen for Esther’s preparation.
Esther 4:15-16 (NIV)   Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16  "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish."
How did Esther prepare for her confrontation with the king?

· asked Mordecai to have all Jews fast and pray

· she also fasted and prayed

· her attendants did the same

Why is this important?

· she realized that all that might happen was in God's hands

· she dedicated herself to demonstrating faith in God

· she wanted to be focused on God's power, God's authority, God's love

Esther had Mordecai to help her realize the role God had for her.   How do we recognize the role God may have for us to play in His workings?

· the specific individuals we are in contact with

· the particular position we have in our job, our community, our church

· family members we have influence over (children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, in-laws, outlaws, etc.)

· people we meet "by chance" in our travels, shopping, sports events

· the specific homes we go to as we follow up new church contacts

· the specific talents God has given us (music, working with children, teaching, helping) 

Note that God had place Esther in a pivotal place in history … it became a story known and celebrated by all Jews to this day.
( we have roles that can be considered just as pivotal … they may not become well known, but in God's economy, they are just as important!
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Application
Read. 

· Learn about the needs of a vulnerable people group in your community or some place around the world. 

· Websites like imb.org, compassion.org, and ijm.org can give insight into the plight of others. 

· Let the weight of the injustices sink in.

Pray. 

· Ask the Lord to open your eyes to injustice 
· To move your heart to act on behalf of the vulnerable.

Act. 

· Consider ways you and your group can speak out on behalf of the vulnerable. 

· Partner with organizations meeting a need.

· Use both your time and resources to get involved.
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Fallen Phrases


How to solve a Fallen Phrase puzzle.
1. The solved puzzle consists of a complete statement which is taken from our Bible study.
2. The statement should be read from left-to-right/top-to-bottom as you read anything written in English.
3. The letters underneath the puzzle are the letters you’ll use to solve the puzzle. 
4. Notice the number of letters in each column equals the number of blanks above the letter.
5. Each of the letters goes into one of the blanks above the letter (note the punctuation in some squares).

6. Look for single letter columns.
7. Then look for one, two,  and three letter words (rows 2, 3, 4, & 5) and note the combinations that make sense.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





You’ve got some repair work to do.  The letters all fell down.  You need to put them back in the right places so you can read the message.





Solution to this puzzle and other Family Activities at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ydx7tddo" �https://tinyurl.com/ydx7tddo�
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