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Respect God’s Holiness

1. Motivate

What is the most elaborate public celebration you’ve ever seen?

· Olympic opening or closing ceremonies

· film or TV awards ceremonies

· a fancy wedding

· a presidential inauguration or funeral
· Rose Bowl Parade

2. Transition

Today we look at a celebration that was meant to honor God
· David did it wrong and David did it right

· We look at attitudes and actions that show proper respect and reverence for God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Honor God in God’s Way
Listen for words and phrases which describe the Ark.
2 Samuel 6:1-5 (NIV)    David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. [2] He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark. [3] They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart [4] with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it. [5] David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the Lord, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals. 

[image: image1.png]


What was the mission on which David and his men went to Baalah of Judah? 

· wanted to bring the Ark of God to Jerusalem

· had been at the house of Abinadab

· David believed presence of God should be in central location

How was the ark being transported from the house of Abinadab? 

· set it on a new cart

· brought from Abinadab’s house

· Uzza, Ahio (his sons) guiding the cart

· Ahio walking in front of it

What took place during the procession?

· David and whole house of Israel celebrating with all their might

· Celebrated with songs, harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums, cymbals

What in this passage suggests that David was a successful leader?
· had an army of 30,000 just to accompany the movement of the ark

· had several musicians of a variety of instruments
· had authority to organize all of Israel for this celebration

Why was the Ark of God important?

· represented the very presence of God

· it contained actual objects which were symbols of God’s provision and protection

· also contained the specific commands fabricated and given by God (tablets with commandments)

Check Exodus. 25:14,15 and Numbers 4:15 for a contrast between what God specified for moving the Ark and how David was doing it.

	God’s Specifications
	David’s Method

	· poles placed in rings on sides

· carry using the poles

· don’t remove the poles

· cover it when you move it

· people from Kohathite tribe (Levites)  did the carrying

· never touch the holy things
	· placed on a new cart

· cart pulled by oxen

· oxen led by one man

· another man (Uzzah) walked alongside

· this immitated how Philistines had moved it


What are some examples of when we try to do good things for people but go about them in the wrong way?
· try to tell your wife the dress doesn’t look good on her … “Wow, what an ugly dress!”

· use wrong tone of voice or choice of words to tell kids to do something that needs done … “Mow that lawn or else!”

· suggest to a singer that a particular song doesn’t suite their voice or their style … “That song was really a bomb!”

· Bake a cake for someone’s birthday and find they are allergic to chocolate

· set up the chairs for a meeting and find that they are in the wrong room or are in the wrong arrangement

· help a little old lady across the street and find she didn’t want to cross the street!

· clean the floor with the wrong soap and mess up the surface

· try to tell someone about Jesus and feel like you ended up confusing them (and maybe yourself) more

How do we know we’re not doing God’s work in God’s way?

· when it is not in alignment with God’s Word

· when God is not blessing the effort

· when we go off on our own without asking God for His guidance

· when we experience multiple roadblocks
3.2 Respect What Is Holy
Listen for an unfortunate tragedy.
2 Samuel 6:6-11 (NIV)   When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. [7] The Lord's anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God.  [8] Then David was angry because the Lord's wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah.  [9] David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, "How can the ark of the Lord ever come to me?" [10] He was not willing to take the ark of the Lord to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. [11] The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed him and his entire household. 

What prompted Uzzah to reach out and hold onto the ark? 

· oxen stumbles

· ark started to slip

· Uzzah reached out, maybe even as a reflex action

How did God judge Uzzah’s action of reaching out for the ark? 

· God’s anger burned against Uzzah

· God considered this as irreverence

· God struck him dead

Why was Uzzah’s action irreverent even though he was trying to protect the ark?

· was a direct act of disobedience (even though was maybe a reflex action)

· implied that God could not take care of his own presence

· demonstrated that Uzzah had become too familiar with the ark which had always been at his house

· didn’t take God’s holiness/separateness serious

In what ways have we become subtly irreverent in our behavior before God – either as individuals or as a church?

· we go through the same rituals with little thought

· we daydream during worship activities

· we neglect opportunities to listen to what God says to us personally

· our Bibles are in our hands only to come to church

· we go through the motions, our worship activities have little significance to us

· we get more excited about liking or disliking the music in church than about the fact that we are celebrating God’s presence

What was David’s emotional reaction to the death of Uzzah? 

· David angry with God’s wrath

· Afraid of Jehovah
After the death of the priest, what change of plans did David make out of fear?

· questioned how he could ever have the ark come with him

· unwilling to take it into Jerusalem

· instead left it at the house of Obed-Edom

If you had been present on the day of Uzzah’s death, how would you have felt about having the ark brought to your home?

· in awe

· fearful of making a similar mistake

· honored, yet feeling a great responsibility

3.3 Worship with Enthusiastic Reverence
Listen for how this movement of the Ark was different.
2 Samuel 6:12 -15 (NIV) Now King David was told, "The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. [13] When those who were carrying the ark of the Lord had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. [14] David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the Lord with all his might, [15] while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound of trumpets.  … [17]  They brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the Lord. 

What persuaded David to go back for the ark after three months? 

· found out God had blessed the household of Obed-Edom

· realized God’s presence was important

· saw the need to bring God’s presence closer to the center of government and worship

How was the public procession handled differently the second time? 

· did not use a cart

· used the poles as originally specified

· did not use the army

· used the priests

· honored God with sacrifice to start the whole process

What was the mood of David and the people as they transported the ark? 

· David danced with all his might

· people accompanied the procession with shouts

· trumpet fanfares

How can we combine proper reverence before God with unparalleled joy and celebration?

· as we go through our days, look for marvels that God has done and admire/worship Him for it

· specifically pray for a spirit of worship as we enter a worship service

· focus on the words of a song, even if you don’t know the tune

· like the song says, “Count your blessings … “

Why are reverence and enthusiasm not mutually exclusive terms?
· you can be enthusiastic about your reverence and awe of God

· you can sing about God’s greatness (of which you are in awe)

· the opposite would be to sing a lament about how powerful someone or some thing is and the fact that you are tormented by that power

How can we determine whether or not we are approaching worship with the proper attitude?

· is God being praised?

· is it pointing our attention, the attention of others to God (and not to self)?

· are our actions and our attitudes aligned with scriptural teaching?

4. Application
4.1 This week look for examples that show the power and authority and creativity and love of God
· Look at the beauty of creation around you

· Look at the power and wonder of Nature

· Marvel at what God has done – tell Him of your awe – don’t take these things for granted

4.2 Know that sometimes unexpected troubles disrupt the work of the Lord
· It can happen that trouble comes to many by the sins of a few

· Anger and fear are normal response to unwelcome disturbances

· Talk to God about your feelings, confess your lack of understanding
4.3 Respect for the holiness of God can take many forms
· There are times for solemnity

· There are times for enthusiasm

· Respect for God will also be demonstrated in our obedience to Him
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