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Life Worth Sharing

1. Motivate

Who can explain how to propagate plants by plant cutting
·  commonly used method to propagate many woody ornamental plants
· should generally consist of the current or past season’s growth
· Remove the leaves from the lower one-third to one-half of the cutting
· Treat cuttings with root-promoting compounds
· rooting medium should be sterile, low in fertility, and well-drained
· Insert the cuttings one-third to one-half their length into the medium
· transplant them into containers or into a bed
2. Transition

What would happen to the earth if plants no longer multiplied?

· essential to our eco-system

· wide spread desolation

Consider that Christians share something far more important to propagate … new life in Christ

( Today we consider reasons that believers have A life worth sharing
3. Bible Study

3.1 Show God’s Power
Listen for how Paul was a debtor.
Romans 1:14-17 (NIV)   I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. [15] That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.   [16] I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. [17] For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

What two words do you find in the passage which describe Paul’s attitude about preaching the gospel?

· obligated

· eager

To whom was Paul obligated?

· Greeks



( people of culture, education, civilized

· non-Greeks (barbarians)
( anyone else, people NOT of culture

· the wise and the foolish
( basically everyone
How was Paul’s debt or obligation created?

· he had Truth, these other people did not

· God had been gracious and forgiving to Paul who was a rascal – he felt obligated to help provide the same opportunity for others to be similarly forgiven

· Jesus had given the great commission – as you are going, make disciples

What are some synonyms of  “eager”?

· enthusiastic

· excited

· raring to go

· ready

· willing

· impatient

· fervent

Why do you think he felt this way?

· he realized the enormity of what had been provided to him

· he realized how God could provide the same for others in the same boat as he was

· the sooner people come to God, the sooner they experience the joy of sins forgiven, peace with God

· they too can be involved in reaching out to more lost

Obligations can be negative or positive.  What obligations do you have that you happily take on?

· raising your children

· going to a job you enjoy

· helping kids learn a sport that you enjoy

· teaching youngsters who want to learn something that is fun to y ou
· singing in the choir

· using your skills to help others

To whom are we obligated in in the context of this passage?

· people of our own culture

· people who are educated

· people who are less educated

· poor people, rich people

· our families

Ask yourself … what do your actions and activities in reaching the lost demonstrate about your eagerness??

3.2 Link People to Jesus
Listen for what causes Paul sorrow.
Romans 9:1-3 (NIV)   I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- [2] I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. [3] For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,   …  10:1 (NIV)     Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 

 What words or phrases describe the strong emotions was Paul feeling? 

· sorrow

· unceasing anguish

What situation made Paul feel sad and anguished? 

· fellow Jews

· many had yet to receive Christ as savior

What inconceivable thing does Paul say he is willing to do for his countrymen?
· could wish himself cursed

· willing to be cut off from Christ

Why does our concern for the lost often get no further than compassionate feelings for them?
· we don’t want to confront people

· we are afraid we will make a mistake and look foolish

· it is hard work to actually do something about it

What would it take to move us from feelings to action
· training in witnessing (the FAITH plan of salvation)

· an accountability partner

· someone else to go with you to a lost person

· a new step of faith, trusting God for a new experience

How might continued  rejection of Christ by a loved one for many years affect one’s compassion for him or her?
· get discouraged about continuing to witness

· your compassion would wear thin

· might even get aggravated

· despair – especially if they are approaching the end

What can we do to maintain our compassion for that person?

· continue to pray

· continue to claim God’s promises

· remember how God continued to love you,  pursue you when you resisted salvation

· thank God for His ongoing love for yourself and for that person

Why is it difficult to feel compassion for lost people we never have any contact with?
· we cannot see them

· cannot talk to them

· feel helpless about doing anything

· cannot identify with an individual you’ve never met or even heard about

( Ask God to burden your heart for the lost … to take part in sending the Gospel to them
3.3 What Are You Doing About It?
Listen for a call to missions.
Romans 10:14-15 (NIV)   How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? [15] And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" …  15:17-20  Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. [18] I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done-- [19] by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. [20] It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else's foundation. 

List the sequence of dependencies for someone to end up believing in Christ.  Work your way from the end of the passage to the beginning.

· people must be sent to preach

· then they must preach

· this is how someone hears the Gospel message

· once they hear, then they can believe

· now that they believe, they can call on Jesus to be savior

What were the circumstances of your coming to faith.  Who do you remember being significant in communicating the gospel to you?

· pastor

· evangelist

· camp speaker

· a friend

· radio or TV message

· found or was given a gospel tract

· someone visited my home specifically to present the plan of salvation

What factors in this passage help to develop a sense of urgency for telling others about Jesus?

· the only way they will believe in Jesus is to hear about Him

· someone must do the telling

· Jesus has commissioned us to do the telling

According to this passage, what were legitimate boasts Paul could make?

· I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God

· Christ accomplished things through him

· God caused power of signs and miracles

· the power of the Spirit was at work

What then were the key factors that caused Gentiles to come to Christ?

· the power of God was at work through the message of the Gospel

· God cause signs and miracles

· God enabled Paul, empowered him

( Learn to depend on God’s power when you serve Him … witnessing, teaching, ministering in music
4. Application
4.1 Those who possess the riches of salvation are obligated to share it with all people
· Identify people in your circle of acquaintances who need Jesus

· Ask God to provide you with opportunities to share with them the Good News of salvation 

4.2 Christians should have compassion for the lost
· Concern for the lost is expressed through prayer and action

· List the unsaved people you have identified and pray for them regularly

· Become involved in a witnessing program for your church
4.3 Faithful witnesses neither glory in themselves nor depend on themselves

· Depend on God to work in people’s lives

· Give God the glory for accomplishing His salvation

· Ask God what role he has for you in telling and sending the Gospel

Again … to everyone
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