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Implement the Kingdom of God

1. Motivate

What are some examples of a child’s refreshing naiveté about God?
· Dear God, Thank you for the baby brother but what I asked for was a puppy.   I never asked for anything before. You can look it up. Joyce

· Dear Mr. God, I wish you would not make it so easy for people to come apart I had to have 3 stitches and a shot. Janet

· God,  I read the bible. What does beget mean?  Nobody will tell me. Love Alison

· Dear God, how did you know you were God? Who told you? Charlene

· Dear God, is it true my father won't get in Heaven if he uses his golf words in the house? Anita

· Dear God, I bet it's very hard for you to love all of everybody in the whole world.  There are only 4 people in our family and I can never do it.  Nancy

· Dear God,   I like the story about Noah the best of all of them. You really made up some good ones. I like walking on water, too. Glenn

· Dear God,  my Grandpa says you were around when he was a little boy.  How far back do you go?  Love, Dennis

2. Transition

Today we talk about the fact that children can learn about God

· God wants them to come to Him
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus’ Attitude towards Children
Listen for Jesus attitude towards children.
Matthew 19:13-14 (NIV)  Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.    [14] Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 

Why did people bring children to Jesus?

· so Jesus would place His hands on them

· so He would pray for them

Why do you think the disciples got irritated about the children being brought to Jesus?

·  Jesus was busy, they wanted to protect Him

· they didn’t like all the commotion and noise

· they didn’t think children would understand

· children should be seen and not heard

How did Jesus correct the disciples?

·  He rebuked them

· He said to let them come

· don’t hinder them

What are some ways we might hinder children from coming to Christ?

· not listen to them

· not spend time with them, quality time

· not teach them

· depend on the church to teach them

· tell them, “Do as I say, not as I do.”

· treat them as if they cannot understand spiritual things

· speak down to them, as if they don’t know anything

What did Jesus mean by saying that “the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these”?

· childlike faith is the kind of faith God is looking for

· children trust God without asking a bunch of questions

· they tend to believe what authority tells them (especially at a young age)

· they tend to obey loving authority

· the faith and obedience of children is a good model for us to follow with God

· the “kingdom of God” is the realm where God rules … children adapt easily to God’s rule in their hearts

What are some advantages to trusting in Christ at an early age?
· don’t get caught up in a damaging life of sin

· don’t have all those memories of bad things done in sin

· God can use them over a longer period of their lives

· they can develop a godly walk early on in their lives

· trust and obedience becomes an integral part of their lives early on

3.2 Children Can Talk with God
Listen for a conversation with God
1 Sam. 3:8-10 (NIV) The Lord called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. [9] So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.' " So Samuel went and lay down in his place. [10] The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."     
What did Samuel assume about the voice he heard in the night? 
·  assumed it was Eli calling him

· went to Eli and asked what he wanted

How did Eli instruct Samuel to react to the voice he heard?
· go back to bed

· if you hear the voice again, say, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening”

What characteristics of the boy Samuel made him a suitable person to have a conversation with God?

· he was ready to listen

· he was teachable

· he was not involved of the “politics” or intrigue of the temple

· he was innocent of any of the ungodly activities taking place

· he was obedient

( Children can talk with God

Consider how Jesus taught the disciples to converse with God … 

Matthew 6:9-13 (NLT)  Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored. [10] May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done here on earth, just as it is in heaven. [11] Give us our food for today, [12] and forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us. [13] And don't let us yield to temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  

In teaching children to pray, what should be their attitude toward God? 

· honor His name

· glorify Him

· praise and worship

What should be their attitude of prayer about God’s kingdom and will?

· submissive to God’s will

· when you belong to God’s Kingdom, He rules in your life

· obedient to God

What should be our attitude of prayer concerning life’s necessities?

· trust God for what we need

· tell God what we need

· believe that His resources are sufficient, that He desires to provide for us

How do we pray about those who have wronged us?

· seek forgiveness for what we have done

· forgive those who have wronged us

How do we teach children to pray about temptation? 

· ask God for rescue from temptation
· ask God for protection from evil thoughts, evil activities

3.3 God Cares for Me … I Can Care for Others
Listen for how Jesus cared for someone.
Luke 19:5-10 (NLT) When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. "Zacchaeus!" he said. "Quick, come down! For I must be a guest in your home today." [6] Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. [7] But the crowds were displeased. "He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner," they grumbled. [8] Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have overcharged people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!" [9] Jesus responded, "Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a son of Abraham. [10] And I, the Son of Man, have come to seek and save those like him who are lost."
What words or phrases describe Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus request?

· quickly climbed down

· excitement

· joy

 Why did the crowds begin to mutter and gossip among themselves?

· Jesus was associating with a notorious sinner

· Zacchaeus was a hated tax collector

· he had overcharged for taxes collected

How had salvation come to Zacchaeus’ house?

· Zacchaeus repented of his sinful life

· he was willing to make amends for the wrong things he had done
· Jesus said he had shown himself to be a “son of Abraham” – a man of faith and obedience

Why did Jesus associate with such a person?

· God loves all people (even the four in your family)

· Jesus wanted to reach out to someone who needed salvation

What kinds of people do children encounter in school who are unpopular?

· people of different social or economic status

· people of different races

· people of different cultures

· kids who don’t try in academics

· kids who try too hard at academics (nerds)

· snooty kids, dirty kids, ugly kids, kids who are even too pretty

How do we teach children to reach out to other who are needy, yet unpopular?

· pray together for them

· talk about ways to act with kindness when others do not

· discuss the balance of caring for those in need and avoiding those who can be a wrong influence

 4. Application
4.1 Jesus is interested in having children come to Him
· Practice the principles of Deuteronomy 6
· Talk about God’s love for them in all kinds of situations

· Keep using the Faith Moments

· Watch for God Sightings

4.2 God wants to talk with children
· Use elements of the prayer Jesus taught the disciples

· Praise God, seek God for daily needs

· Confession and repentance should be a part of our prayers

· Tell God you trust Him to do the right things
4.3 People all around us need to know about Jesus
· Encourage your children and grandchildren to show kindness

· Pray for the needs of families the children meet at school and in the neighborhood

· Teach them to share the gospel message (a good tool is the Gospel Glove)
http://www.c28.com/shopping/productdetails.asp?recordid=105654
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