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I Am A Priest

1. Motivate

If you could have a direct line to an authority figure in our society, who would you choose?
· president

· my congressman

· the mayor

· Franklin Graham

· Queen Elizabeth

· the guy in charge of the Lifeway SS lessons

· president of the university

· principal of my kid’s school

· each of my kids (grandkids) teachers

· our pastor/head deacon
2. Transition

As servants of Christ, we are His representatives.
· We have a direct line to God, Himself … through prayer

· We can represent God to others around us – in this sense, every believer is a priest

3. Bible Study

3.1 Spiritual Sacrifices
Listen for metaphors, figures of speech. 
1 Peter 2:4-5 (NIV)  As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- 5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Why is Jesus referred to as a living stone?
· it is a metaphor (a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally applicable.)

· Jesus lives, He lived a real physical life … died … rose from the dead and lives right now

· a “stone” in the sense of being the cornerstone of our faith

· everything we believe is based on who Jesus is, what He accomplished

In what role do believers function for God? 
· living stones

· built into a spiritual house

· for a holy priesthood
· offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
What are different kinds or shapes of stones used in constructing a beautiful building, a cathedral, for instance? (if possible show a picture of a cathedral or your own church building)
· foundation stones

· special shapes of stones around a window or door

· sculptures which decorate certain parts of the edge of the roof

· large flat pieces of polished granite on walls or floors

· large rectangular stones which make the steps

If we are “stones” which form the “building” of the church, what are different kinds of “stones” needed for God’s church – both the local congregation and the church universal?

· pastors, teachers, missionaries
· prayer support people

· people who lead in worship

· people who join together in singing

· people who are witnesses to unbelievers, evangelists

· encouragers

· financial supporters

· work with children, youth, nursery workers

· secretaries, administrators, maintenance workers

What images come to mind when you hear the word “priest”?

· think of a priest in context of Roman Catholic parish priest

· or the Old Testament priests

· or maybe a priest in a Hindu or Buddhist temple 

What is your reaction to the idea that God has made believers into a holy priesthood?  

· don’t see ourselves in fancy robes, vestments

· given our mental images of “priest” doesn’t seem to apply to us
Yet Peter says believers make up a holy priesthood.  What sort of sacrifices we can offer?  
· finances

· time

· skills

· energy

· prayer

· praise

3.2 Founded on Jesus Christ
Listen for more “stone” metaphors.
1 Peter 2:6-8 (NIV) For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 7  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,  8  and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for.
What will happen to those who trust in the "Cornerstone"?  
· never be put to shame

· honor come to believers

How did Isaiah 28:16 (quoted by Jesus) describe the “stone”?

· laid in Zion (Jerusalem)

· chosen

· precious cornerstone

How was Christ treated differently by believers and unbelievers?

	Believers
	Unbelievers

	· the “stone” is precious

· stone becomes the capstone, the corner stone, 

· the most basic part of the foundation

· who Jesus is and what He accomplished  are the basis for all our faith

· trust in Jesus, never put to shame
	· rejected

· causes men to stumble

· causes them to fall

· fall because of unbelief of the message

· disobey the message

· do not accept Jesus as Savior and Lord


In what ways do people stumble over Jesus and His message today?
· consider the Bible a bunch of myths

· don’t want to change their lives and give up sinful actions and attitudes

· blinded by Satan

· reject the idea that Jesus rose from the dead

· think Jesus was merely a good man, a teacher, a martyr
In verse 6 Jesus quoted Isaiah 28:16.  Consider these facts about what Isaiah said.

· Zion was a name for the city of Jerusalem.

· In the ancient world, the greatest care was taken in
·  selecting, 
· preparing, and 

· setting in perfect position the primary foundation stone of a temple building.

· The stones in a temple structure “depend” on the cornerstone for direction and support. 
So, for what things do we depend on Jesus ?

· our eternal salvation

· mercy, grace

· both positional righteousness and a practical or experiential righteousness

· daily guidance, wisdom

· power to live a holy life, distinct from the world

· peace, joy, love … the Fruit of the Spirit

3.3 Proclaim God’s Praises
Listen for descriptive words for believers.
1 Peter 2:9-10 (HCSB)  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 10  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
What four images did Peter use to describe what those who  believe in Christ have become?
· a chosen race

· a royal priesthood

· a holy nation

· a people for His possession 
Contrast the past and present condition of believers.

	Past condition
	Present condition

	· not a people

· had not received mercy
	· God’s people

· received mercy


 For what purpose were they called? 
· proclaim God’s praises

· share how God changed your life

What changed about their lives? 

· God’s rescue from the darkness of sin 

· rescued from the rule of sin in their lives

· brought to the Light of the Gospel

· now God rules their lives – free from sin

How has God changed your life?

· no longer too often angry

· joy, peace replace fear

· took away bad habits

· produce fruits of righteousness in our lives

· took away substance abuse dependency

· gave up foul language

· gave a purpose for living

· empowered for service, for ministry

· changed my choice of music

· changed how I used my time … no longer wasted on trivial activities

· helped me through hard times that would have previously destroyed me
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Application
Express thanks. 

· Thank the Lord for saving you and including you in His royal priesthood. 

· Thank Him for empowering you and equipping you to live on mission and in service to Him.

 Pray for others. 

· Interceding for others before God was a part of the priest’s duties. 

· Contact family and friends and ask how you can be specifically praying for them.

· Make a prayer list, and regularly intercede for others in prayer.

Proclaim Christ. 

· As a priest, you represent Christ to others. 
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Identify one way you can “declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Look at words from our lesson in the list to the right.  Find them in the grid at the below.  They can be forward, backwards, up, down, or diagonal.  


GOOD LUCK! 


Find the solution and other family activities at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y73lqd2f" �https://tinyurl.com/y73lqd2f� 
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