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I Am a Minister

1. Motivate

What’s a chore you’d love to “outsource” to someone else?
· washing dishes

· cooking

· housecleaning

· transporting the kids to all their activities

· mow the lawn (or shovel the snow)

· wash and wax the car

· shopping for groceries
· chopping, splitting, stacking firewood
2. Transition

Many of us feel the same way about church outreach ministries.

· “That’s why we pay the pastor … it’s his responsibility to reach people for Jesus”

· Actually God wants to work through each individual believer to make a difference in the world
3. Bible Study

3.1 Confidence and Competence
Listen for what kills, what gives life.
2 Corinthians 3:4-6 (NIV) Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 5  Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6  He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant--not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
What does Paul say about his competence?  What or who was the source of Paul’s confidence and competency in ministry? 
· it is through Christ, before God

· not competent in himself
· cannot claim personal competence
What does it look like when we rely on our own competence instead of trusting Christ to work through us?
· we do it so we look good, look spiritual

· we too often fail

· we try to minister in our own strength

· it’s like eating food in which the cook put no salt … tastes flat, something definitely missing

What differences does Paul describe in verse 6 between the “letter” and the Spirit (more differences coming in next verses)? 
	The “letter”
	The Spirit

	· the letter kills

· not able to give us skills, competence
 …
	· gives life

· gives us confidence


In what ways does God make believers competent?
· spiritual gifts

· Fruit of the Spirit – produces in us love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control

· gives us spiritual armor – helmet of salvation, shield of faith, breastplate of righteousness, belt of truth

· spiritual weapons – shoes of the gospel (to stand firm, to advance, to kick!), sword of the Spirit (Word of God)
3.2 God Gives Us a Ministry
Listen for a phenomenon about Moses.
2 Corinthians 3:7-10 (NIV)  Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was,  8  will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9  If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10  For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory.
 What ministry brought death?
· the law, the 10 commandments

· law engraved on stone

· the old covenant, the Old Testament
Consider the incident in Moses’ life to which Paul refers: 
Exodus 34:29-30 (NIV)   When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD.  30  When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him.  

Why could the Israelites not look at Moses’ face? 
· face was radiant

· he had been in God’s presence

· speaking with God, Himself

· people afraid to come near him

· eventually it faded away
How was this evidence to affirm that the old covenant was glorious? 
· obviously it came from God, Himself

· Moses had been in God’s very presence

· God’s glory had “rubbed off” on Moses

· obviously that same glory applied to the very words of God
If the old covenant was so glorious, what conclusion did Paul come to about the new covenant? 
· the ministry of the Spirit was/is even more glorious

· it is even more glorious because it brings righteousness

· this glory surpasses the glory of the Law, given by God Himself 
· this glory is the presence and power of the Holy Spirit living and working through
Let’s continue on with our contrast table …

	The “letter”
	The Spirit

	·  …

· law engraved on stone, Ten Commandments

· brought death

· glorious, but less so – faded 

· old covenant, Old Testament

· brought condemnation
 …
	· … 

· a new covenant

· ministry of the Spirit

· more glorious, surpassing glory

· brings righteousness


Why does Paul say that God’s Spirit is doing an even more splendid work in the lives of Christians? 
· God’s Holy Spirit indwells each believer

· contrast O.T. where the Spirit came upon selected people for selected situations

· we receive Spiritual Gifts for ministry (teaching, giving, healing, encouragement, etc.)

· we are enabled and empowered for service, for ministry

· others see God’s glory in our lives (like the radiance of Moses’ face)

· shows in our attitudes, our actions, what we say, how we act

Why sometimes  not now see that happen?
· ignorance

· disobedience

· laziness

· lack of faith … don’t believe God’s promises, God’s message of the indwelling and empowering Holy Spirit

What are some ways we can put God’s righteousness on display in our lives?

· unsolicited acts of kindness … demonstrate God’s love

· do our daily tasks (even the unpleasant ones) cheerfully, without grumbling

· quick to help and encourage others

· support one another in prayer … offer to pray for needs of folks as they share their burdens, concerns, problems

· be quick with a smile – it sparks a smile in return

3.3 Boldly Make a Difference
Listen for more contrasts of the two glories.
2 Corinthians 3:11-12 (NIV)   And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!  12  Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.
List more contrasts about the “Letter” and the Spirit.
	The “letter”
	The Spirit

	· …
· glory that fades
	· …
· glory that lasts

· gives us hope

· enables boldness


Why does the new covenant give believers hope?  

· no longer depends on periodic sacrifices of animals

· based on faith in the sacrifice Christ has made for us

· based on the presence of God’s Spirit living within us

How does biblical hope differ from wishful thinking? 

· more than just the type of hope where we think “I hope our team wins”

· it is a joyful and confident expectation

What does it look like to serve Christ with boldness in this culture?

· ready to speak up

· studied up, prayed up

· know what you are talking about … implies daily reading, meditating on God’s Word

· take a course on how to witness

Suppose we were writing a “Help Wanted” ad for involvement in God’s ministries in our church.  Based on what we’ve studied today, describe the qualities needed.
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Seeking a person who …

· depends on God for competence

· has the radiance of God’s presence in their lives
The person should be …

· filled with God’s Holy Spirit

· reading God’s Word, talking to God daily
The person should want to…
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share their hope with others

· speak God’s Truth boldly
Application
Pray. 

· As a follower of Jesus, God has given you His Spirit and the competence to minister in His name. 

· Ask God to give you a fresh dose of confidence so you can boldly minister to those around you for the glory of God.

Share. 

· Ask God to give you an opportunity to put your faith in action. 

· Look for an opportunity this week to share Jesus with someone else. 

· It may be a stranger or someone in your circle of influence that doesn’t have a relationship with Christ.

· God will empower you and equip you for this opportunity and is ever-present in your life.  Go in confidence and trust the Lord with the results.

Make serving others a habit.

· Like other habits in your life, the habit of serving is developed over the course of time through intentional acts one day at a time. 
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Make a practical list of ways you can serve and minister to others this week.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





I Hope you people can figure this out.  You need to unscramble each of the clue words on the left.   Then you can copy the letters of the numbered cells into the other cells below with the same numbers. If you get stuck, go to�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yaobk3bo" �https://tinyurl.com/yaobk3bo� and you can find more Family Activities too.








I Am a Minister – Double Puzzle
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