12/26/2010
Go and Tell

1. Motivate

What reading material do you find difficult to understand?
· technical manuals

· the description of how to program your VCR

· textbooks on math or science

· my son-in-law’s doctoral dissertation

· theological textbooks

· the legalese you encounter when you install software to which you must agree in order to continue

· the IRS instructions

2. Transition

Today we find a man who had a hard time understanding scripture.
( We look at Philip who was sent by God to witness to him

3. Bible Study

3.1 Seize Each Opportunity
Listen for differences in cultures between these two men whom God brings together.
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Acts 8:26-29 (NIV)  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." [27] So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, [28] and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. [29] The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." 

What differences do you see between Philip and the Ethiopian official?

	Philip
	Ethiopian Eunuch

	· Jewish believer

· pretty much a commoner

· knows the scriptures

· had been with Jesus

· walking
	· apparently a God fearer

· but still a Gentile

· a foreigner, Ethiopia

· an important official

· not Jewish proselyte, a eunuch

· did not know meaning of scriptures

· riding in a chariot


Which of these could have been obstacles to Philip’s witnessing efforts?

· Jew vs. Gentile

· economic gap

· commoner vs. official

· language

What evidence do we see in the passage that would tell us about the spiritual sensitivity of Philip?

· obeyed God, no argument

· left a thriving evangelistic campaign to go to a desert road out in the middle of nowhere

· ready to immediately approach a gentile (contrast to Peter who required a vision with multiple instant replays)

What about going up to the Ethiopian riding in his chariot?  What kind of excuses might Philip have made about approaching him?

· he’s rich, I’m just a poor traveling evangelist

· he’s an important foreign official … and look at all the bodyguards

· he’s a gentile … I’m a Jew, very careful about contact with foreigners

· I don’t even know if he and I speak the same language

What kind of excuses do we make for not talking about Jesus with nonbelievers?

· don’t want to intrude

· they might get mad 

· maybe they’re extremists and sue me or attack me

· they don’t look like my kind of people (ethnically, economically, socially, etc.)

· we’ve got nothing in common, how do you start up a conversation

Note that God first told Philip to head on down the road, then he told him to approach the chariot.   Why does God often lead us step by step rather than with his whole plan at once?

· God knows that if we are confronted with the whole situation, we would get freaked out

· the first step doesn’t look to hard … we have enough faith to obey that

· once that is accomplished, the next step looks doable also

· this is not unlike how we work with kids or how we proceed through an academic course … step by step mastery/obedience

Consider the fact that is it important to be obedient each step along the way  … especially the first!
· recall the proverb about the journey of 1000 miles beginning with the first step

· if you don’t follow God’s leading on the first step, you never begin the journey

· if the sequence is broken anywhere along the way we never reach the goal

· we learn lessons of God’s faithfulness and sufficiency each step along the way

· build’s our faith, encourages our willingness to obey and be a part of God’s plan for our lives and those to whom we minister

3.2 Explain the Scripture
Recall a time when you had difficulty following travel directions or understanding road signs?
· when going through a big city on multi-lane highways

· get mixed up with express and local lanes (collectors in Canada)

· someone tells you to “turn left at the road where that big tree used to be”

Listen for someone who had difficulty understanding a written description.

Acts 8:30-35 (NIV)  Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. [31] "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  [32] The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. [33] In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants?  For his life was taken from the earth."  [34] The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" [35] Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

The Ethiopian had trouble understanding Isaiah 53 … in what way?
· had no one to explain it to him

· didn’t know who it was being led to the slaughter, who the descendants were

· couldn’t tell if the prophet Isaiah was talking about himself or someone else

How was this a perfect setup for Philip to communicate the Gospel message?

· the man was reading about Jesus and didn’t even know it

· this was OT scripture that specifically talked about Jesus 

· he wanted to know what it meant

· Philip knew the scripture, knew about Jesus, was able to make the connection for the  Ethiopian – talk about an open door!!

What does the story imply about how believers need to be prepared to lead people to Jesus?

· we need a certain amount of knowledge about the Scriptures

· we need to be able to answer basic questions

· we need to be willing to admit when we don’t know 

· and also be willing to expend effort at finding out

What are evidences you would look for that indicate a person is interested in spiritual matters?

· they ask a question that basically has a spiritual answer

· they express an attitude of being at the end of their own resources (emotionally, spiritually)

· they declare, “I have nowhere to turn with this problem”

· they ask “how do you handle …” or “what would you do in this situation?”

· they say they prayed or “asked God” about something but are still puzzled

· they respond positively to a probing question you might ask 

· when you offer to pray for a particular problem they have, they respond positively

3.3 Invite a Response
Listen for what further steps the Ethiopian makes in his spiritual life.
Acts 8:36-40 (NIV)    As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" [37]  [38] And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. [39] When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. [40] Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

How might the Ethiopian known he needed to be baptized?

· was part of practice of someone who became a Jewish proselyte and he made that connection

· note that as a eunuch, he could not be come a proselyte … that’s why he wondered about baptism

· Philip may have spoken of it

· the man may have heard of John’s ministry of baptism of repentance

How would you explain the meaning of baptism to a person of another culture?  
· it is a public demonstration of what God has done within your life

· it is a picture of the old nature dying and being buried (with Christ) and also of the believer being given a new, resurrected life

· it is a specific testimony to unbelievers that you have chosen to give your life to Jesus and follow Him

· may be more significant in foreign countries than in ours where religious activities are accepted as part of the culture

What kinds of things could our Sunday School class do to help a new believer become strong in his or her faith and commitment?

· assign a couple to mentor a new believer 

· different couples invite them to their homes for fellowship and to model the way a Christian home should be

· be ready to help their family with particular needs they might have … being sensitive to their privacy and to their personal self esteem

· faithfully pray for them

· escort them and their family members to their various SS classes for the first few Sundays they attend

What other basic things (along with baptism) should we teach new believers?

· God’s power at work in their lives in the Person of the Holy Spirit

· how to read and study God’s Word for themselves

· how to pray, what to pray about

· tithing

· how to share their faith with others … actually they may be more than ready and willing to do so since their salvation experience is so new and exciting to them

4. Application
4.1 Consider rating on a scale of 1 to 5 how willing you are for God to change your plans in order to use you as a witness (1 =  “not very” to 5 = “let’s go for it”)

· think about those who were willing to share salvation with you … thank God for them … thank them for doing so
· Ask God to make you more willing than you are now
4.2 What contact do you have with people who are culturally different from yourself?

· neighbors

· people you work with

· people who run businesses you frequent

( get to know them and ask God for opportunities to cross that culture barrier with the Good News

4.3 Ask God to help you initiate and seize opportunities to share your faith with people this week

· as an act of faith, study the FAITH presentation or some other plan of salvation presentation (Four Spiritual Laws, Roman Road, etc.)

· start each day with prayer about opportunities 

· pray also about being sensitive to these opportunities and willingness to be “inconvenienced” to take the time to witness
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