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Faith Under Fire

1. Motivate

What are some examples of suffering that test believers’ faith?
· illness

· death of close friend or loved one

· car wreck, physically you’re OK, but there’s a lot to deal with

· major damage to house (storm, fire, vandalism, etc.)

· family members not getting along

· kids having trouble in school (academics, bullying, discipline problems)

2. Transition

Sometimes Christians must hold on to their faith in the midst of a trial

( Today we look at how Christians have a living hope … it is provided by God

( It cannot be taken away
3. Bible Study

3.1 Living Hope
Listen for reasons to be confident.
1 Peter 1:1-5 (NIV) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, [2] who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. [3] Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, [4] and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, [5] who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Peter may have written this just before widespread outbreak of persecution against Christians, initiated by Nero.  What in these verses would prepare you for pain?

· grace and peace be yours in abundance

· in God’s mercy He has given us a living hope

· remember the resurrection of Jesus Christ

· we have an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade … kept in heaven for you

· through faith we are shielded by God’s power

· your salvation will be revealed at the right time

Peter talks about a “living hope.”  What do you think he meant by this phrase?  How is it “living?”

· based on a living God
· based on Jesus who lived, died, and was raised again to life
· a hope that is not just a wish
· the object, the basis of the hope is a powerful, sovereign, and loving God 

· He has demonstrated those qualities in the redemptive work of Jesus

How is biblical hope different from “hope” as wishful thinking?
	Biblical Hope
	Wishful Thinking

	· based on God’s promises
· 100%  probability

· will be nice when it DOES happen

· you can count on it, expect it, watch for it
	· hope I win the lottery 
· odds are bad for this kind of hope
· would be nice if it happens

· really don’t expect it to


How do we demonstrate this living hope on a day to day basis?

· ready with a testimony of what God is doing in your life right now

· share how God is providing, even when times are tough

· focusing on God’s working in your life, not on the problems

· quick to thank God … in every situation

How does suffering bring spiritual growth?
· forces you to lean on God

· you are brought to the end of your own resources

· you look to God’s Word

· you seek for God’s promises

· you learn that God really is sufficient

How does suffering demonstrate how much we have grown spiritually in the past?

· you don’t give up because you know God has been sufficient in the past

· you don’t collapse, but look to God for resources you need

· you don’t despair … you watch for God to work it out

Peter said that his readers would be protected or shielded by God’s power.  If so why did they end up experiencing persecution?

· life happens to everyone … we all have physical, financial, or family problems

· God allows all kinds of different things to happen to different people

· God knew that the coming persecution would bring spiritual growth

· He also knew that this would demonstrate to the world the power of God at work in their lives 

· they were able to withstand trouble and persecution and remain faithful to God

· God gave them the power the protection to be True in the midst of the persecution

You or someone you know have probably experienced suffering of one sort or another within the last year.  What are practical ways believers can manage suffering?
· always building your life upon the Truth in God’s Word

· daily time with God … tell Him your problems, your anguish, your joys, even just the daily events of life

· regular attendance and participation in a church … worship, study, fellowship within the body of believers.

3.2 Unshakable Faith
Listen for a value placed on one’s faith.
1 Peter 1:6-9 (NIV)   In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. [7] These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. [8] Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, [9] for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Peter talks of suffering grief in all kinds of trials .  What kinds of trials do you imagine these folks had?

· persecution from Jews

· persecution from Romans

· normal problems of finances, health, 

· ornery neighbors, in-laws, and outlaws

· kids growing up

· parents getting older

In what wrong ways can we react to these kinds and other troubles in our lives?

· complain, grumble

· respond in anger … even declare we are mad at God

· worry, lose sleep

· rebel

· drown sorrows in substance abuse (alcohol, drugs, food, chocolate, etc.)

What reasons does Peter give that we have these experiences?

· your faith is proved genuine

· it results in praise to God

· God is glorified and honored

· Jesus is revealed to you and through your life

· you realize that your faith is worth more than gold

Notice the comments of verses 8 and 9 … note the contrast

	Even though …
	Still …

	· you have not seen Him

· you do not see Him now
	· you love Him

· you believe in Him

· you are filled with inexpressible joy


How would clinging to this promise and perspective influence your outlook on daily living?

· you remember His love, His power when you face a problem

· you don’t grumble quite so quickly

· you look for God’s purpose

· you seek to learn the lesson God has for you in each bump in the road

· you remember to praise Him in the midst of, despite the problem 

· the lessons of faith and hope better enable you for the next situation or for ministering to others going through similar problems

3.3 Glorious Grace
Listen for the role of the prophets.
1 Peter 1:10-12 (NIV)  Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, [11] trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. [12] It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 

What does this say the prophets  were trying to find out as they spoke of God’s grace?

· they searched intently, with greatest care

· they tried to find out the time and circumstances their prophecies spoke of

· what was the timing and purpose of the Messiah?

· why would the Messiah (Christ) suffer, how would He suffer

What hindsight do we have that they did not?

· God’s intent was that Jesus die for our sins

· they were talking about a Messiah who would suffer in our place

· their message was not for them … it was for us … we can put together what they prophesied and what we know about Jesus and it all makes sense

· when we hear and communicate the good news today, it is in context

How does this fuller knowledge strengthen our faith and hope?

· we see the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies

· we see more of the workings of the plan of God down through the centuries

· if God can work out those parts His plan despite Satan’s and man’s oppositions, certainly He can continue to bring His plans to culmination in Christ’s return

What does their experience suggest to us about Bible passages which we read and do not immediately comprehend?
· don’t need to know some of those things quite yet

· God will reveal His truth when we need to know it

· when some of these future events happen, we will then know what the passage was about

· God’s Truth is often far beyond our understanding

· we are probably better off not knowing all of future events

What are some ways God has worked in your past that encourages you to anticipate what He will do in your future?

· provided financially

· physical healing and renewing

· intervened for children, grandchildren

· given direction

· opened doors of opportunity

· protected from harm during traveling

( Our hope is God’s gift that has its foundation in trusting God to keep His Word.

4. Application
4.1  Evaluate your own life … how has hope in God’s faithfulness changed your life?

· how much of Christ do others see in your lifestyle

· how does your responses to life’s events show  your hope in God

· how does your real hope contrast with the world’s view of hope?

4.2 Make a list of people you know who are suffering and need real hope

· how can you share and demonstrate a life of hope with them

· pray for their needs … let them know that Jesus provides hope

4.3 Consider the need to demonstrate a life of real hope in raising your children and grandchildren

· do they see you reading God’s Word, praying?

· how do they see you responding to life’s problems?

· where do they see you placing your priorities … your time, your resources?

( But we continue to read and study and meditate on what God says … and He continues to reveal Truth to us
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