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Demonstrate Kindness

1. Motivate

What are some situations when someone went out of his/her way to show kindness to you?

· helped change a tire

· carried a package 

· paid for a meal

· helped when struggling with a child

· brought us groceries when we were without

· offered free babysitting so we could go out

· neighbor brought us a plate of cookies when we moved into a new house

2. Transition

Today ( we look at how David demonstrated kindness
· He didn’t have to, wasn’t expected to

· God calls us to actions of kindness – to unbelievers and to each other

3. Bible Study

3.1 Determine to Show Kindness
Listen for the search that David initiates.
2 Samuel 9:1-3 (NIV) David asked, "Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?" [2] Now there was a servant of Saul's household named Ziba. They called him to appear before David, and the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" "Your servant," he replied. [3] The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet." 
What commitment did David remember when he was established in the kingship of Israel? (9:1)

· asked if there were any descendants of Saul still alive

· wanted to show kindness to them

· wanted to fulfill his promise to Jonathan

What do we know about David’s past that would have been a motivation for him to want to show kindness to Jonathan’s descendants?  (See 1 Sam. 20:14,15, 42; 24:21, 22)
· Jonathan was Saul’s son, heir to the throne

· Jonathan had shown kindness to David by keeping him safe when Saul was trying to kill him

· David promised Jonathan he would be sure to show kindness to Jonathan’s descendants

· now that David has defeated all Israel’s enemies, he has time and opportunity to carry through on his promises

Which relative of Saul did David learn about from the servant Ziba?

· found out there was still a son of Jonathan

· happened to be a cripple

· probably why he had not died in battle as a soldier

What are some differences between convenient or spur of the moment kindness versus intentional, plan ahead demonstration of kindness?

	Convenient
Spur of the moment kindness
	Intentional
Plan ahead kindness

	· only be kind if it works out
· I’m here, I might as well be helpful as not

· this is easy, I can look good without much effort

· I can help, it’s not even out of my way
	· I’ll have to arrange my schedule, but I surely can help

· if you need help, I’ll be there for you, whether I’m close by or not

· there’s some serious logistics to pull this off, but it’s worth it, if I can be of help

· I just love helping, even when it’s an extra trip


Why do we sometimes forget about commitments we make to others?
· we get too busy and distracted

· circumstances change and we think it doesn’t matter
· we really didn’t mean the commitment, we weren’t sincere

· the person to whom we made the promise is mean to us and doesn’t deserve what we committed to do

· we think it doesn’t matter – it was just words

· in the case of politicians, some figure once they’re voted in, they’ll do what they want

What do these kind of attitudes say about our commitment as believers to demonstrate love and kindness?

· questions our sincerity

· suggests we are self centered

· demonstrates a lack of submission to the Lord

· demonstrates lack of Christ-likeness

How has kindness shown to you by others affected your life?

· modeled how to show kindness

· provided an important need I had at a certain point in my life

· solved a problem I’d not have been able to solve on my own

· demonstrated how Christ would act, attracted me to the Christian life

3.2 Seek Opportunities to Show Kindness
Listen for how Mephibosheth responds to David’s invitation.
2 Samuel 9:4-6 (NIV) "Where is he?" the king asked. Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar." [5] So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. [6] When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!" "Your servant," he replied. 
Where did David find Jonathan’s son living? 

· lived at the house of Makir, son of Ammiel

· lived in Lo Debar

· David had him brought from there to his palace

What attitude did Mephibosheth assume toward David when they met?

· bowed down to pay David honor

· declared himself a “servant” of the king

Why did Mephibosheth have reason to be afraid of David?

· he was a direct descendent of Saul’s oldest son

· he was in line for the throne

· often happened that a new king would kill potential rivals

· he did not deserve David’s kindness

· he could offer nothing in return for David’s favor

Why is it harder to be kind to someone who may not be able to pay you back?

· involves resources – time, money, energy

· we tend to think that investment of resources should have some sort of return

· we’re disappointed when they don’t reciprocate

· it’s even harder to be nice without even an expectation of reciprocity

What is the danger of deciding to be kind only to those who we think deserve our kindness?

· no one “deserves” kindness 

· we don’t even deserve God’s kindness of love and forgiveness

· our judgment is too subjective – we would end up helping only people we like

Consider what this attitude shows about our relationship with God

· might show we have a religion of works

· might show us to be judgmental

· shows we are not reflecting how much God loved and did for us
David had to look for Jonathan’s descendant in order to show kindness.  What can we do to locate those who need us to bestow kindness on them?

· people often come to the church office asking for help

· get to know your neighbors – someone always needs help of some kind

· city mission organizations always need help in their ministry to homeless and those in desperate needs

· missionary organizations have benevolent ministries where people need acts of kindness in practical ways

3.3 Practice Kindness
Why is it hard to follow through on some projects we start?

· over estimate resources and interest, underestimate difficulty

· we run out of time before we finish a project

Listen for how David carried through on his project of kindness.
2 Samuel 9:7-13 (NIV) "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." [8] Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" [9] Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. [10] You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) [11] Then Ziba said to the king, "Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's table like one of the king's sons. [12] Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth. [13] And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table, and he was crippled in both feet. 
What promises did David make to Mephibosheth? 

· he shouldn’t be afraid

· promised to show kindness

· restored all the land owned by the family (grandfather Saul)

· would always be allowed to eat at the king’s table

David was sorely mistreated by Saul.  Why is it a bad idea to hold a grudge against the heirs or associates of a person who has persecuted you?

· that person (even though gone) then still has control over you … in a sense still persecutes you

· their heir or associate may well have had nothing to do with the mistreatment

· you end up acting just like them

Why is it important to carry through on promises made, even if the person to whom you made them is dead and gone?

· need to be a person of honor

· want to be a person people can depend on

· want to be believable

· don’t want to live a lie and go back on your word

What similarities do you see between David’s treatment of Mephibosheth and Jesus’ treatment of us?

· the kindness is undeserved

· David had, Jesus has vast resources

· both are a fulfillment of promises made

· both Mephibosheth and we are brought into the family, treated like a son/daughter

· Jesus seeks after us, pursues us, as David did Jonathan’s descendants 

4. Application
4.1 Showing kindness is a choice
· Choose to fulfill commitments you have made

· Demonstrate loving kindness no matter how the other person treats you

4.2 Go beyond random acts of kindness

· Plan ways to show kindness this week

· Follow through on your plans
4.3 Who is your “Mephibosheth”?
· Someone in your life is in need of experiencing the kindness of God

· Commit to finding that person

· Demonstrate love by your kindness to them
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