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Unstoppable Message

1. Motivate

What often gets you sidetracked during the day?
· see weeds to pull in the flower garden

· Facebook

· looking up something on Amazon

· watching mindless TV

· telephone calls

· stop in the kitchen for a snack

· watching the neighbors across the street

· keeping track of where the kids are going

· your favorite sports team

· sitting down for a cup of coffee, glass of ice tea

2. Transition

Too often the church can get sidetracked from its original mission.

· Peter declared the mission of the church … it is an unstoppable message
· Jesus died for our sins, rose again, and reigns as Lord.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Salvation through Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
Listen for facts about Jesus.
Acts 2:22-24 (HCSB)  “Men of Israel, listen to these words: This Jesus the Nazarene was a man pointed out to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you through Him, just as you yourselves know. 23  Though He was delivered up according to God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. 24  God raised Him up, ending the pains of death, because it was not possible for Him to be held by it.
What did Peter say about the life on earth of Jesus of Nazareth?  
· He was a man

· He was pointed out to us by God

· He did miracles, wonders, signs

· God did these things through Him

What miracles do you remember hearing or reading that Jesus performed?

· many healings

· changed water to wine

· brought Lazarus back to life from out of the grave

· lady healed that just touched the hem of his robe

· calmed the storm on Sea of Galilee 

· on two occasions fed many people with small amounts of bread and fish

What did Jesus’ miracles show both to the people who experienced them personally and to us who read about them?

· Jesus’ power and authority

· calls attention to Jesus

· shows His love for those to whom He ministered

· tells us He can still be working in our lives

· rescuing from sin, from physical, emotional, and spiritual sickness

· salvaging messed up lives

What do these verses say about how God was in control of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection?  
· He was “delivered up” according to God’s plan and foreknowledge

· even though lawless people nailed Him to the cross and killed Him

· God then raised Him up from the dead

What are the essentials of the gospel message?  Let’s list them in order.
· God loves us

· The God who created the whole universe wants to have a personal relationship with every individual

· However, we are all sinful and cannot initially experience a relationship with God

· Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, came to this earth as a human to deal with the sin problem

· Jesus was crucified and died, taking upon Himself the death penalty we deserved

· He makes it possible for us to be forgiven from our sins

· He rose from the dead, offering us also a new life, freeing us from the penalty and power of sin

· We experience this new life by confessing our sinful condition, repenting from sinful actions and attitudes, and receiving by faith God’s promised forgiveness.

What can we learn from Peter’s approach to sharing the gospel? 

· he pointed out who Jesus is 

· he reviewed what Jesus had done

· the focus was on Jesus

· didn’t get sidetracked 

· didn’t speak to issues of local politics

· didn’t complain about how Jesus was treated by religious leaders or Romans
3.2 Jesus, Exalted Lord
Listen for all that happened to Jesus
Acts 2:32-33 (HCSB)   “God has resurrected this Jesus. We are all witnesses of this. 33  Therefore, since He has been exalted to the right hand of God and has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit, He has poured out what you both see and hear.
What testimony of the apostles did Peter give?  
· God resurrected Jesus from the dead

· many people saw this 
Why is it important that many people in the early church were personal witnesses to Jesus resurrection?

· otherwise could have just been a rumor that was spread

· like propaganda today … say it often enough to many people and it becomes “reality” even though it is false

· the fact that people saw and interacted with Jesus does make it a reality, marks it as Truth (with a capital T)
· shows us that we can believe it

Where is Jesus now, according to Peter?

· exalted to the right hand of God

· He is now in a place of honor

· He is in a position of authority

· He is the Lord of lords, the King of kings

· line up all the monarchs, rulers, leaders … Jesus is the King and Lord of all of them

· certainly He has the right to be our leader and rule in our lives 

What do we learn from this passage about the Holy Spirit?

· sent by God the Father

· promised by Jesus

· it was the Holy Spirit who accomplished the miracles they had recently seen and heard

What are the personal implications of recognizing Jesus as Lord?
· He has the right to tell us what to do

· He can expect our obedience

· He deserves our obedience

· He wants to be the “boss” in our lives

· we can trust Him to direct us wisely

What can cause people to struggle with the certainty that Jesus is Lord?

· they want to run their own lives

· they have other things in their lives that are more important to them than God

· we might not have wood, stone, or metal idol images in our culture, but we do have things in our lives that take the place of God

· sports, relationships, cars, hobbies, desire for power, money, etc. can be idols

3.3 Respond to Jesus’ Message
Listen for people’s response.
Acts 2:36-38 (HCSB)  “Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah!” 37  When they heard this, they came under deep conviction and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Brothers, what must we do?” 38  “Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
How did the hearers respond to Peter’s words? 

· came under conviction

· asked Peter and the other apostles “what must we do?”

· wanted to know what they should do in response to these truths

What did Peter tell his audience to do? 

· repent of your sins

· receive the forgiveness Christ has provided

· be baptized in Jesus’ name to demonstrate what God has done in your life

· receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
Describe the differences between condemnation and conviction.

	Condemnation
	Conviction

	· tells what you have done wrong

· declare you are a bad person

· implies you cannot become a good person

· cause a feeling of worthlessness

· can paralyze you from realizing God’s love, God’s plan for you

· leave you feeling powerless, immobilized
	· convince you of your sinful condition

· brings awareness of specific sins, attitudes, habits that need to be changed

· encourages you to turn from sin, turn to Christ

· convince you of Christ’s forgiveness

· convince you to do something about it (to receive that forgiveness)

· motivates you to change


As we share the gospel, how can we work toward the goal of conviction rather than condemnation?
· focus on what Jesus has done

· focus on forgiveness available
· emphasize Jesus’ love
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Application
Evaluate your spiritual life. 

· Are you focused on following Jesus and serving others in His name?

· Or do you find yourself focusing more on pleasing yourself?

· Determine one way you will support your church in spreading the message of Jesus beyond what you are already doing.

Improve your skill at sharing your faith

· Talk to your Bible study group leader about your desire to grow in this area of your life. 
· Ask about opportunities your church available to help you make evangelism a regular part of your  lives.

Share

· Pray for opportunities to share the message of Jesus in your everyday conversations. 

· Be sensitive to the divine appointments God will send your way to engage people concerning faith in Christ. 

· Keep a journal of your experiences.


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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Crossword





Down


1. Jesus is at the _?_ hand of God the Father


2. Peter told the people to _?_ and be baptized


3. Jesus was a _?_


4. God _?_ Him up from the grave


6. miracles were _?_ to people


7. Jesus died on a _?_


8. this can be declared forgiven








Across


5. supernatural acts by Jesus


7. the people came under deep _?_


9. not possible for Jesus to be held by_?_


10. Peter was a _?_ to Jesus resurrection
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