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The Pressure of Retaliation

1. Motivate

What kinds of things make you want to get even?
· because he/she “done me wrong” (consider many country 
western song titles)

· when someone beats you really bad in a competition

· when someone insults you

· if you get cut off in traffic

· when someone makes fun of you

2. Transition

The temptation to retaliate is strong … words, actions, attitudes
· Today we look at how to respond when someone wrongs you

· God calls us to respond with patient endurance
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Rebuke of Oppression
Listen for problems with rich people.
James 5:1-6 (NIV)   Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. [2] Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. [3] Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. [4] Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. [5] You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. [6] You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you. 

What warning did James give to rich people? 

· you are going to be weeping and wailing

· misery is coming upon you

· your wealth has rotted, moths have eaten your clothes

· your gold and silver are corroded

· that corrosion will testify against you

· it will eat you up

How did the rich abuse the poor?

· they failed to pay those who worked for them

· God has heard the cries of those they had cheated

· they lived in luxury and self-indulgence

· they had condemned and murdered innocent men

· they harmed people who weren’t even doing anything against them

What are some contemporary examples of abuse that tempt you to want to retaliate?

· abuse of family members

· rental owners charge high rent and provide nasty housing (slum landlords)

· when a boss is repeatedly mean to an individual worker

· bullying in schools , at work, in a family

· when you get cheated in a shrewd business deal 

What problems are solved by being rich?

· having enough to live on

· never go hungry

· comfort, shelter

· able to enjoy life

What problems are not solved by being rich?

· meaningful relationships with others, with God

· ultimately our health

· life still happens … tragedies, weather, financial reversals

· messed up families

How do you think money and riches affect our relationship with God?

· can become a distraction

· money and riches become idols, become more important than God

· God takes second place to our drive to get more stuff

· we ignore God in our pursuit of material things

· we come to feel we are independent and don’t need God

James took rich people to task … why do you think rich people tend to run roughshod over others?
· money gives them a feeling of power

· for some people, wealth creates a desire for even more … at any cost

· the ends (getting richer) justifies the means (abuse of others)

· they are used to having their way

If we (or someone we know) experience abuse, how can we work for justice without slipping into retaliation?

· prayer

· rely on God

· occasionally a polite confrontation is appropriate

· may mean exiting the situation … resign the job, 

· if in physical or emotional danger, separate from a relationship 

· go to authorities (school principal, police, etc.)
· seek counsel

3.2 Endure Oppression
Listen for model of patience.

James 5:7-8 (NIV)  Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. [8] You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. 

What do we need to do as we wait for the Lord’s return to earth? 

· live with patience

· model your life and attitudes after a farmer who knows how to wait for a crop to grow in good time

· trust God to prosper and provide 

· stand firm in the knowledge that God is at work

What makes it hard to wait on God’s timing?

· we don’t know exactly when or how God will meet the need

· we feel like we are not in control

· seeing an unjust person prosper, while you struggle

· sometimes we feel that God has forgotten or abandoned us

· we are impatient, we are used to fast food, instant meals, fast internet downloads

How does God use others to build patience in our lives?

· our children and grandchildren teach us patience

· we deal with their immaturity and their particular personalities, believing that God will  work

· even with our spouses … putting up with their own individual personality quirks

· people we work with, learning to deal with them

· goofy neighbors

How do faithfulness and patience under suffering please God?
· faith in God is always pleasing to Him

· you don’t take matters into your own hands and you avoid retaliation

· you can end a cycle of violence and/or abuse

· God can accomplish more and do so more effectively than we can

· you learn that His power and authority and love for us (and for the other person) is greater than our own abilities

· God receives our praise for resolving situations

What kind of changes does God want to make in us over an extended period of time?

· teach us to trust Him more

· teach us that He is always there for us

· we need to learn that He is always sufficient for our needs

· He will accomplish His purposes for us in the best way possible

3.3 Avoid Retaliation
Listen for an example of men who had patience.
James 5:9-11 (NIV)   Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!   [10] Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. [11] As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

Why should we avoid judging others or grumbling against them? 
· the way we judge others will be used on us

· God is watching how we judge others

· our phrase today is “what goes around comes around”

· your own attitudes and actions can come back and “bite” you

What people serve as good examples to us? How?

· the prophets

· they spoke God’s message to people

· they were abused for it – emotionally, even physically

· people who persevere through life’s problems

· Job is an example of this

· He refused to “curse God and die” as his wife suggested

· God ended up doubling his wealth, restoring his health, rebuking his “comforters”

According to this passage, in what ways does God help us when we must endure suffering?

· God blesses those who persevere and trust Him

· God demonstrates compassion

· God doesn’t judge us, even when we deserve His punishment

How will God reward us if we are patient?

· God can turn the tables on those who do the persecuting

· eternal rewards

· our perseverance can be a testimony to others

· we have the peace of knowing that we have done the right thing

· God’s assurance and blessing

What advice would you give to someone who wants to retaliate?

· Leave it to God

· retaliation can cause you more problems (legal, emotional, spiritual)

· don’t do it, it could escalate

· better to respond with kindness

· be patient
· remember when the Lord comes, it won’t matter to you any more

4. Application
4.1 The wicked and unjust will be held accountable and will face the certainty of judgment
· The Lord hears the cries of the righteous in their times of despair and discouragement
· Identify one person who treated you unfairly, and make a commitment to forgive and pray for that person.

4.2 The Christian believer is to face the trials of life with patient endurance
· You are to take actions that make you spiritually strong

· Tell the Lord this week that you are looking forward to His imminent return
4.3 Believers are to reject the tendency to grumble against others.
· Remember that God’s blessing comes to those who persevere in faith

· God has a purpose that ultimately will be accomplished

· Ask God to grow in your life the Fruit of Patience

I Liked You Better Before I Knew You So Well.


I Still Miss You Baby, But My Aim's Gettin Better


If The Phone Don't Ring, Baby, You'll Know It's Me


Velcro Arms, Teflon Heart


You Done Tore Out My Heart And Stomped That Sucker Flat


� HYPERLINK "http://www.allowe.com/laughs/book/Actual%20Song%20Titles.htm" �http://www.allowe.com/laughs/book/Actual%20Song%20Titles.htm�
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