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Stand Down

1. Motivate

What was something that you and your siblings argued about or complained about each other when you were growing up as kids?

· who got the most food

· he’s on my side of the car seat

· she’s laughing at me

· he gets to stay up later – not fair!

· quit playing with my toys

· she has less chores than I do

· he’s being mean again

· she hit me and I didn’t do anything!

2. Transition

There were Bible families who also had problems getting along.

Today ( we look at Abraham and Lot and see how family members can work together to resolve conflicts peaceably.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Confrontation
Listen for problems that caused family strife.

Genesis 13:1-7 (NIV) So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. [2] Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. [3] From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier [4] and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the Lord. [5] Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. [6] But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. [7] And quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time. 
What happened to Abram after he left Egypt? 

· went to the Negev

· traveled with whole family

· included Lot

· became very wealthy … livestock, silver gold

What problem arose between Abram and Lot? 

· both men had large flocks of livestock

· land could support both groups if they stayed in the same area

· quarrelling arose between hired men of both groups

· on top of that, they were competing for grazing and water with the local residents

What kinds of things do you think the herdsmen would be quarreling about?

· who got the watering holes

· who got to access the water first

· who got the best grazing land

· if the animals got mixed together, could be confusion about ownership

Why is it sometimes hard to get along with family members and other people you love?

· you expect them to be nice, then when they aren’t you are especially upset

· you love them, why cannot they love you?

· our expectations are unreal, we expect them to be like us, to always agree

· we live so close together with them

· we must put up with their idiosyncrasies

· we have to listen to their old jokes

· relatives presume on each other for things they shouldn’t  (like a personal loan)

When might a disagreement be a good thing?

· when we become exposed to a different point of view

· when we are wrong and the other person’s insight is correct

· if we all agreed on everything, we’d be dull and drive each other nuts

· we need variation in our lives

( Consider the way musicians play different notes, but when played together, they sound beautiful … it’s called harmony.    Our interactions with others who are different can also result in harmony. 

Why do you think someone who “called on the name of the Lord” encountered problems such as described here?

· life happens, life has problems

· but God is good … in the midst of the problems

· we live in a sinful world

· we still live in our mortal and sinful bodies and are tempted

Why do God’s blessings (such as a time for new opportunities) often present opportunities for conflict?

· Satan will try to mess things up

· our own selfish desires can crop up

· new experiences in our lives can cause us to go through growing pains, put us on a steep learning curve

Why is it important to be ready to handle conflict in a timely and graceful manner?

· otherwise it can undermine what God is really doing

· we could get sidetracked easily

· it affects not only ourselves, but others also

3.2 Resolution
Listen for Abram’s idea to resolve the conflict.
Genesis 13:8-13 (NIV)   So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. [9] Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."  [10] Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) [11] So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: [12] Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. [13] Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord. 

 Why do you think Abram suggested the solution he did?  Why didn’t he exert his authority as the senior family member?

· they would part friends, it saved face for everyone
· it was not a “this town’s not big enough for the 2 of us” declaration

· there was plenty of land for both of them – a win-win situation

· he liked Lot and didn’t want to offend him

What does Abram’s example teach us?

· no need to throw your weight around when a conflict exists

· be generous when you are working towards resolution of a conflict

· be ready to be the first to suggest a reasonable solution

· kindness accomplishes more than being nasty

Identify in each of these how to demand your way or to stand down:
	Situation
	Demand Your Way
	Stand Down

	You’d rather drive straight through... One in your group wants to stop for leisurely meals.
	· I’m driving, we’ll stop when I’m ready

· We’re on a tight schedule

· My way IS the highway
	· which meal would you like to stop for, we can do 1 a day

· let’s do 1 day straight thru, then another stop

· How about a couple of quick service meals, then we’ll not get in so late

	Your fellow committee member is determined to get his way; solving the problem seems secondary
	· your idea is nuts
· you’re not even speaking to the problem

· all you want is to have your way
	· let’s list the pros and cons of our ideas
· let’s brainstorm all the possible solutions

	You and your spouse are both overspending the budget. You blame each other for the lack of funds
	· it’s all your fault
· why must you buy all those shoes, jewelry, sports equipment, car stuff
	· let’s see how we can both cut back maybe 10%
· let’s look through the budget and reevaluate it


3.3 Promise
Listen for God’s response to Abram’s decisions.
Genesis 13:14-18 (NIV)  The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. [15] All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. [16] I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. [17] Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."  [18] So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the Lord. 

What did God say in response to Abram’s actions?

· Look in every direction

· all the land that you can see I will give to you and your succeeding generations

· this will be yours forever

· your offspring will be so many they cannot be numbered

· go and walk the length and breadth of the land I am giving you

Why do you think God chose this time to restate His promise to Abram?

· Abram might have feared he had “given away the farm” by being generous with Lot

· God wanted Abram to know that the promise was still in effect

· as humans we need reassurance every so often

How did Abram show that he was still relying on the Lord?

· he obeyed God

· he built an altar to God and worshiped

Why do you think he continually relied on God despite his advancing years and the growing impossibility of his ever having children?

· God continued to speak to him and reassure him

· God continued to work in other ways

· In some ways it was all Abram had to cling to

· He was a man of faith

In the previous scripture portion we looked at situations which could either escalate or improve, based on how we react.

Many of these tensions are a normal part of life … but when tensions escalate they can lead to alienation or abuse that goes beyond words.

How can relying on God have an effect on these kinds of situations

· we learn not to rely on ourselves

· we realize how desperately we need God's help

· Christianity (religion) may be a “crutch” but the truth is we are all “limping”

· we learn that God's power is available and it is sufficient

· when we learn to trust God for little things, we are encouraged to trust Him and see Him work in bigger things

· this becomes a powerful “habit” … a mindset that leads to a life of victory!

4. Application
4.1 Following God’s purposes does not mean that everything will work smoothly.

· Some tension and conflict are part of life and relationships

· When conflict occurs, work to handle it in a timely manner

4.2  Living biblically is living unselfishly and thinking of others.

· Even when we have disagreements that separate us, a friendly resolution can bring us back together

· Pray that God will bless your efforts to handle conflicts that occur this week

4.3 The Lord is faithful to His promises.

· Sometimes the Lord needs to remind us of His promises.

· In all situations and places, the Lord is worthy of worship.
· Study and claim His promises in the coming days.

Unfortunately family squabbles can extend into our adult years as well.
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