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Ruth: All-In Commitment

1. Motivate

Where do you see extreme loyalty in today’s world?
· sports fans

· marriages which last 50+ years

· people who work the same job their whole working life

· people who own their own business and it has survived multiple generations

· when people return to the same vacation resort year after year

· little grannies who continue to work in the church nursery for many years

· ladies who teach the same children’s Sunday School class for years and years

· alumni of colleges who give large sums of money for buildings or scholarships

· school janitors who sometimes seem to be there forever

· school teachers who’ve been teaching long enough to teach children and maybe even grandchildren of students they had early in their career

2. Transition

We can be committed to a variety of things

· It can too easily be possible to give up a commitment when it becomes inconvenient.

· Today we consider how Christ-centered living chooses commitment, not convenience.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Faithful to Commitments
Listen for advice offered.
Ruth 1:8-10 (NIV)  Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back, each of you, to your mother's home. May the LORD show kindness to you, as you have shown to your dead and to me. 9  May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband." Then she kissed them and they wept aloud 10  and said to her, "We will go back with you to your people."
Why might Naomi have thought it best for Orpah and Ruth to return to their homes in Moab rather than continue with her to Judah? 
· there would be a certain amount of culture shock in a new country

· they had been good wives for her sons, but that commitment ended when they became widows

· their relationship did not require further commitment to their mother-in-law

What blessing did she pray on the two women? 
· may Jehovah grant that each of you will find a new home

· may He give you another husband

For what reason did Naomi pray that blessing? 
· she loved them

· she wanted the best for them

· she knew that staying there in Moab would work out better for them

What reveals the deep bond that existed between the three women? 
· even though Naomi released them from responsibility to her …

· they both declared they would go with her

· they were all moved to tears

· they said they were willing to leave their home country and go to Israel

As Christians, how are our commitments to others are to be a reflection of our commitment to the Lord?

· we learn to be faithful in our relationship with the Lord

· we strive to obey His commands and the principles in His Word

· we respond to His love and His guidance in our lives with submission and obedience

· this carries over into our relationships with others

· we learn to show God’s love to others

· we value the relationships with family and friends and seek to treat them with love and kindness and respect

· we don’t give up relationships easily

Meaningful relationships are established through faithful commitments to one another.  How do we demonstrate that faithfulness in commitments?

· helping one another out in times of trouble

· encouraging one another, sometimes admonishing or exhorting

· rejoicing together in good times

· prayer and support for one another, even when separated by time and distance

What kind of blessings does God give to those who are faithful in their commitments to others?

· happy marriages

· the help and support of friends in times of need

· opportunities to be a blessing to others when they are in need

· the assurance that there are friends and family who “have your back”

3.2 Commitments that Endure
Listen for differing commitments.
Ruth 1:11-15 (NIV)  11  But Naomi said, "Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands?  12  Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me--even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons-- 13  would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD's hand has gone out against me!" 14  At this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to her.  15  "Look," said Naomi, "your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her."
How did Naomi respond to Orpah and Ruth’s determination to continue traveling with her to Judah? 
· told them again to return to their homes

· described how her dead sons would never have brothers to marry the girls and continue the family line

What logical arguments did she use to indicate the pointlessness of their doing so? 
· described how her dead sons would never have brothers to marry the girls and continue the family line

· this was called levirate marriage

· she couldn’t remarry and have babies to grow up to be their husbands

· they wouldn’t want to (shouldn’t have to) wait all those years, even if she did have sons

How did Naomi interpret what had happened to her? Why did Naomi feel that God was against her?
· it’s more bitter for me than for you gals

· it seems as if the Lord’s hand has gone out against me

· she blamed God for the problem

· she had lost her husband and her sons

· now her daughters-in-law were also in a tough place

· too much sorrow and trauma and responsibility to handle

What did Naomi say about Orpah’s return?  
· told Ruth that Orpah had done the right thing

· Ruth should do likewise

· did not give any reason for the gals to stay with her

· continued to encourage them to go back
What kind of harsh circumstances can test the depth of our commitments?

· as with Naomi, loss of spouse, loss of children

· rocky relationships with spouse

· when others fail in their commitment to you

· when someone you trust (boss, co-worker, relative) fails in their responsibility to you

· when God doesn’t seem to answer prayer concerning a fatal disease

· you blame God for not protecting you and/or family in a tragedy – accident or calamity 

· financial reversal due to negligence of someone you trusted … even God

Sometimes the troubles of life may lead to bitterness and to our questioning God.  How do we get past those kind of attitudes?

· talk with God early and often, each day

· be reading what God has to say

· apply it

· claim His promises

· talk to God about how you feel, be honest with Him

3.3 Godly Commitment
Listen for declaration of commitment.
Ruth 1:16-17 (NIV)  But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17  Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me."
How did Ruth respond to Naomi even after Orpah returned to Moab?
· please don’t try to persuade me to leave you

· I’m going where you go

· I’ll stay where you stay

· I’ll become one with you and your people

· I’ll end up buried in the same cemetery even

· I pledge before God that I will stay with you 

What were some attributes of Ruth’s commitment to Naomi?
· willing to leave home to be with her

· planned to help and join with her in earning a living for them

· would help find and keep a place to live
What could Ruth expect for her future when she decided to go with Naomi to Judah? 
· no guarantees for a husband and family

· hard times for widows who had no relatives to give them aid

· no welfare from the government like today

· no jobs waiting for them
What indicates that Ruth took her commitment to Naomi with utmost seriousness?
· her declaration

· almost a covenant type of promise

· in fact, used today (a bit out of context) in marriage ceremonies

· declared her seriousness with an oath before God

How does Ruth’s commitment to the God of Israel offer hope and encouragement to you? 
· her commitment is a challenge

· she could trust God in the face of that hardship – my challenge is not so great

· she was not going into the situation blindly

· she had to believe that if they survived it would be through God’s loving-kindness for them

· even if it was hard, she was determined to do the right thing
In what specific ways can we demonstrate loyalty or devotion to God? 
· obedience

· involvement in Christian ministries

· service to the Lord

· make the right choices, even when confronted by a critical worldview
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Application
Write. 

· Who has committed all-in to you and stuck with you through thick and thin? 

· Write that person a thank you note for maintaining such steadfast commitment.

Pray together. 

· What is one commitment you have been wavering on? 

· Share that commitment with your group so they can pray with you.

Express commitment. 

· Think of one person to whom you have committed yourself. 

· It may be a spouse, a friend, or a pastor. 

· Make an appointment to meet with him or her to make sure there’s no doubt you are “all-in” committed to the relationship.
Commitment Crossword
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Ruth 1:8 – 17 (NIV)


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


3. Where you _?_ I will _?_


5. went back to her family


8. Don't _?_ me to leave you


10. May the Lord deal with me severely if anything but _?_ separates us


12. May the Lord show _?_ to you as you have shown


13. Where you _?_ I will _?_








Down


1. It is more _?_ for you than for me


2. She kissed them and they _?_ aloud


4. I won't have any more _?_ that you could marry


6. the Lord's _?_ has gone out against me


7. stayed with Naomi


9. Go _?_ each of you


11. May the Lord find another _?_ for you








More Family Activities at�� HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/y8ovx4nl" ��http://tinyurl.com/y8ovx4nl�
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