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Right Relationships

1. Motivate

What sports in the recent Olympics required judges (not the same as a referee or umpire)?
· diving

· synchronized swimming

· gymnastics

· boxing

· some equestrian events

What qualifies a person to judge a particular event?

· they are experts

· many years’ experience

· they know the rules 

· they may take courses in how to adjudicate and score

2. Transition

Good judgment is a crucial skill for Christians also … however we sometimes use the wrong criteria.
· We look at Jesus’ challenge not to be judgmental

· At the same time we consider the issue of making necessary value judgments
3. Bible Study

3.1 Don’t Be Hypocritical
Listen for an hyperbole that Jesus uses.
Matthew 7:1-5 (NIV)      "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. [2] For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.   [3] "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? [4] How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? [5] You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. 

Jesus talks about making judgments … what does that mean?  What kinds of value judgments are required to make all the time?

· do I trust this person to baby-sit my kids?

· is this salesman telling me the truth?

· how much of a tip does my waiter/waitress deserve

· what kind of grade does this student deserve
How are making private observations, evaluations not the same as being judgmental that Jesus talks about?

· a personal, private observation is a value judgment

· holding on to that attitude and allowing it to negatively affect attitudes and actions towards another becomes judgment

· talking, gossiping about your opinions and putting someone down becomes the making judgment

Why do you think we are so quick to judge others?

· we tear others down so we look better by contrast

· we do it in retaliation from being treated that way by someone else

· as a power trip – “I have the power to treat you as I wish”

· we want to appear spiritual, holy

· we mistakenly see ourselves as superior

What is Jesus’ point of the plank vs. speck contrast in talking about being judgmental?

· being judgmental about stuff we are guilty of also

· holding a negative attitude about someone that we just happen to disagree with

· putting someone down

· pointing out their faults just to make them look bad

· continually making fun of someone else to make yourself look better

What is Jesus’ warning about this kind of judgment

· you are going to be judged also

· the manner and degree of judgment you use on others will be used on you

· we would say “what goes around, comes around”

What are some dangers we face when we presume to judge others?

· lose friends

· influence others negatively for Christianity

· constant criticism and judgmental attitude towards children will hurt them, cause them to develop bitter attitude, even foster their being abusive of others

· gives us a bad personal mindset when God wants to work in our lives

Jesus said you should first take care of the “plank” in your own eye.  What do you think that would involve?

· admission of your own problem

· repentance from your own fault

· might result in compassion for someone else’s faults

requires humility to admit your own faults

How would dealing with our own problems and faults first help relationships with others?

· we would be more understanding with others

· people see our honesty, 

· we don’t demonstrate hypocrisy

· when you are not constantly finding fault, you are a more pleasant person to be around

· you realize the unimportance of other people’s idiosyncrasies

· you are willing to accept other people’s differences as not necessarily sins, but just different perspectives or different personality traits 

3.2 Discern Rightly
Listen for a comparison made with unclean animals.
Matthew 7:6 (NIV)   "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 

 What are we not to do with sacred things? 

· give them, present them to dogs or pigs

· give them to people who we know will outright reject them

· be aware of those who will or have repeatedly reject Truth
What is the reason given not to throw “pearls to pigs”?
· they trample them

· they turn on you

· their very nature causes them to ignore or reject Truth

Jesus calls for good judgment in verse 6, but says not to judge in verse 1.  What is the difference between good judgment and that forbidden in verse 1?

	Good Judgment
	Forbidden Judgment

	· comparison of one’s life to scriptural principles

· making judgments in a court situation

· choosing friends carefully (for yourself, for your kids)

· choosing a life’s partner

· making a choice of who to hire for a position
	· condemning someone for what they did

· being judgmental

· making disparaging remarks

· saying things that discourage someone else (children)

· finding petty fault


How do you recognize a treasure … what is holy (a pearl)?
· Truth from the Scripture

· spiritual lessons you have learned and may sometimes share

· the Good News … the Gospel

How do you recognize someone who will trample or discredit a “treasure”?

· they may tell you right up front they “don’t want to listen to stuff from the Bible”

· you can tell from their attitude and their language they don’t have listening ears when it comes to spiritual things

· at that point in time, they may be worked up or angry about something and will be unreceptive

How do you purposely treasure that which is spiritually valuable?

· meditation on the Truths of God’s Word

· daily communication with God

· learn and practice skills in communicating to others

3.3 Receive and Show Grace
Listen for how Jesus compares our earthly father with our heavenly Father.
Matthew 7:7-12 (NIV)    "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. [8] For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  [9] "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? [10] Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? [11] If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! [12] So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

Describe a situation when you have searched for something lost until you found it.  What would have happened if you had given up?

	Looked for …
	Because if you gave up …

	· car keys



· library book

· the TV remote

· your lost kids in the mall

· the right road
	· couldn’t drive the car

· pay a big fine

· have to get up to change channel

· you wife would shoot you (
· you’d still be out there driving around


How is this like verses 7 – 8?

· implies perseverance

· God wants us to seek after spiritual things, to pursue them

· God wants us to come to Him consistently for our needs

· God wants us to seek Him daily

· He wants us to seek Him when in trouble or when it is convenient


Agree or disagree?   Why?

	Agree
	Disagree

	· God is sovereign, He does as He pleases, whether we pray or not

· We need to pray, God does not need us to do so

· God blesses both the just and the unjust, whether they pray or not
	· He chooses to act in some cases, only when we pray

· He pursues a relationship with us

· He has declared that we must/should pray


How does Jesus say our earthly father can be like our Heavenly Father?

· knows how to give good gifts

· knows the difference between good and bad gifts

· usually wants to give good gifts

How does seeing God as a good father affect our relationship with Him.

· more willing or able to trust Him

· able to depend on Him

· not so ready ignore or forget His love … and thus fret, worry, stress out over our needs 

4. Application
4.1 Destructive criticism and petty fault-finding have no place in our relationships with fellow believers
· Avoid being judgmental with one another this week

· Beware of pride which leads you to view yourself better than others

4.2 Jesus’ disciples are to treat the things of God with honor and respect.
· Exercise good judgment when necessary

· Use discernment about how and when to confront unbelievers with the Gospel

· Ask the Lord to make you sensitive to receptive hearts
4.3 The Lord honors persistent prayer.
· Declare to the Lord each day your ongoing faith in God’s sufficiency for your needs

· Remember that God responds to our praying with what is good … because He Himself is good

God does not need us to pray.  He wants us to pray









5

