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Return to Unity

1. Motivate

When have you felt united with others in a common cause?

· playing on a sports team

· working a construction job

· clean up day at the church

· prayer meeting

· barn raising

· organizing a party

· quilting bee

· search committee for a new position at work

2. Transition

The early church were united together in a common cause

· Today we look at the nature of that unity and its results

· Walking with Christ will bring us together in unity and purpose.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Unity in Prayer
Listen for what happened when God answered prayer.

Acts 4:23-24 (NIV)  On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24  When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. …  31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
What led to this gathering to pray?

· Peter and John had been arrested

· their preaching and healing activities aroused the anger of the religious leaders

· they were warned sternly and released

What phenomena confirmed that God heard their prayers?

· the place where they were meeting was shaken

· seemed to be an earthquake?

· all were filled with the Holy Spirit

· they received boldness to speak the word of God 
What happened on an occasion where you were amazed by the power of prayer? 
· someone was healed

· we met the budget

· many people came to Jesus 

· someone lost was rescued (physically, spiritually, …)

· God protected us, rescued us in a dramatic way

· God met the need the very next day

How can your faith in God be expressed through the prayers you pray? 
· don’t just read off a list of requests

· claim God’s promises

· pray the scriptures for people 

· tell God of your trust in Him

· offer praise and thanksgiving before requests

· confession of sins first

What does it mean when it says here, that they were “filled with the Holy Spirit”?

· they had surrendered their lives to the direction and control of the Spirit

· they were empowered by the Spirit – to witness, to spread the Gospel message

· they were given Spiritual Gifts – personal skills to minister to one another and to people who needed to hear the Good News of salvation

What would be evidences today that a person is filled with the Holy Spirit?

· demonstration of the Fruit of the Spirit in a believer’s life (love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, self-control, faithfulness)

· unity among believers – work together in harmony (we may “sing different notes” but it “sounds good” and works when we do it together)

· demonstration of a Spiritual Gift

How can the Holy Spirit equip the Body of believers, the Church to meet needs and answer prayers?

· God’s Spirit empowers health care workers, gives them wisdom

· God convicts people of their waywardness

· believers are filled with the Spirit, controlled by the spirit to say the right thing at the right time … to give wise council, to confront, to exhort, to encourage, to teach

· God gives someone the patience, perseverance, love to stand by and support someone going through a personal struggle

· God prompts believers to pray for one another when they really need it

3.2 Unity in Practice and Witness
Listen for how needs were met in the early days of the church.

Acts 4:32-33 (NIV)  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33  With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.
 What attitude did the believers have toward one another?  
· they were of one heart and mind

· they had the same goals

· they were united in what they wanted to see happen

What do you think was the motivation for their giving?

· God's Spirit moved them

· they saw needs of people they loved

· they were more concerned about the dire needs of their Christian brothers and sisters than about hoarding their wealth

What are the benefits to us in being generous, sharing people?

· we help one another

· we are happier, less stressed over grasping more money

· we please God, we model His attitudes to an observing world

· when we hold our belongings and resources with a loose grip it doesn’t hurt so much when we are separated from them by life’s various events

· the joy of seeing others blessed by our decision to share

Why are we as a society sometimes hesitant to go to others, especially our brothers and sisters in Christ when we have a need?

· don’t want to be a bother

· we don’t want to admit we cannot handle things on our own

· it will reflect badly on our poor judgment which got us into a fix

Ask the class … do you agree or disagree? ( “People today are more willing to give today than in the past.”  Give reasons for your opinions.

	Agree
	Disagree

	· we have more missionaries than in the past

· look at all the nice church buildings we have now

· we are a more affluent society than during the depression, people have more money to give
	· people hoard their money today

· more money gets spent on pet food than on missions

· people have more money but they spend it on themselves 

· there is monumental credit card debt in our society – that money did not get spent on donations


In most cases we do not have the same attitudes about our giving as did the church at Jerusalem … How could our giving be an act of worship?

· we give for the furthering of God's Kingdom

· we give motivated by our love for God

· we think more about being thankful for God's blessings – we respond to that by generosity in our giving

· we give as an act of faith … believing that God's power at work in our lives will provide all that we need, even if we give some of our resources away

3.3 Unity in Sacrifice
Listen for who was the example contributor.
Acts 4:34-37 (NIV)  There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35  and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 36  Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 37  sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.
Why were there no needy persons among the members of the early church?  
· from time to time people who had real estate sold what they owned and brought the proceeds to be used for those in need

· resources were donated to the common good

On what basis were funds distributed?

· the apostles were in charge

· funds distributed according to people’s needs

· there was a single pool of resources

· when someone had a need, they received help

Who was Joseph?  
· a Levite from Cyprus

· called Barnabas

· known as “the son of encouragement”, Barney the encourager

· one of those who sold real estate and donated the money to the needs of folks within the early church

What is your initial reaction to these verses?

· wonder if they sold their only property or part of their holdings?

· that was a significant sacrifice

· not sure I could do that 

· they appear to have been quite generous

Where does generosity need to become more evident in the life of our church? 
· giving towards missions – people in some places of the world are desperate

· we in North America have plenty 

· in order to reach people for Jesus, some of them need to have dire needs met

· if your stomach is growling too loudly, you will have a hard time hearing the gospel message

Note some of the issues that must be faced

· how did they (how do we) avoid contributing to irresponsibility or laziness?

· how do you inspect the real needs of people without being nosey, without invading someone’s privacy?

· how do you avoid givers who want to show off? (they were struck dead in the book of Acts)

4. Application
4.1 Surrender your will
· Ask God to reveal to you anything you are doing or not doing that is detrimental to unity in your church

· Repent of your sin

· Tell God your desire to walk closely in unity with Him and with fellow church members

4.2 Unite in prayer
· Invite two or three friends to gather with you once a week to pray specifically for unity and purpose in your church

· Ask the Lord how your prayer group can promote unity and love in  your congregation
4.3 Share
· Talk with members of your class about what they can do to help meet needs within your church body

· Invite a ministry leader to help you identify needs
· Pray about making this an ongoing ministry

The important thing is that people were/are more important than material possessions.
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