1. Motivate

Where do you like to go to “recharge your batteries”?

· work out in the gym
· health spa

· a cup of coffee in the morning

· camping out in the wilderness

· a good concert

· work in my garden

· read a good book

· a spiritual retreat

2. Transition

We all need revitalization at times …
· We need it physically, emotionally, and especially spiritually

· When a church is revitalized, it will spread the gospel

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Church on Task – Share the Gospel
Listen for spiritual activities that took place.
Acts 13:1-3 (NIV)  In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3  So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.
What is stated in this passage about this church which suggests it is a good example of a church?

· prophets

· teachers

· specific people named who were so known

· a leader from a famous political family

· They worshiped, fasted

· they received specific message from God, obeyed it

· they commissioned and sent out missionaries

How was sending and commissioning missionaries a new concept?

· the church was brand new

· the synagogues were basically still Jewish

· people throughout the surrounding countries did not even know about Jesus

· God convicted/convinced them that this was an important task that needed to happen

· they obeyed

What indication do you see that the church leadership in Antioch was a diverse group?

· Simon called “Niger”,  may well have been black, of African origin

· Lucius was from Cyrene (a Greek city in what is today Libya)

· Manaen had connections with local politics (grew up with Herod the tetrarch)

· Saul/Paul from Tarsus, highly educated (Pharisee)

How would that diversity influence the direction of ministries?

· each person of different background had concern for his/her own culture

· there was understanding of how best to communicate in that culture

What kinds of diversity would we see within our churches in today’s society?

· differing levels of education

· different social backgrounds

· different financial levels

· more and more in big cities we see people of foreign cultures

· in certain areas of the country ethnic groups are actually the majority

· different kinds of jobs

Why is it important to appreciate the diversity – and not try to only associate with those just like us (as a church or within a church)?

· each group has insight and understanding that we need

· we can use each person’s connections with their subculture to reach into that group

· it helps us lose our ethnocentric mentality

· this helps us better appreciate the needs of peoples of other cultures around the world 

What diverse activities do you associate with the concept of “missions?”

· preaching

· teaching

· church planting

· mission hospitals, clinics

· crusades

· passing out Christian literature

· Christian radio, TV

· refugee, tragedy relief

· mission trips

· children’s ministries

· Samaritan’s Purse shoe boxes

· Christmas and Easter missions offerings

God won’t  send all of us to a foreign country, but where could he want us to go?

· next door

· across the street

· across town (to a different socio-economic area)

· on a mission trip to help in some task that a foreign missionary needs done but doesn’t have the time or resources

3.2 Some Reject the Gospel
Listen for the result of rejection of the Gospel.
Acts 13:44-47 (NIV) 44  On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45  When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 46  Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47  For this is what the Lord has commanded us: "'I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'"
 What happened on the Sabbath after Paul first spoke in Perga?  
· whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord

· Jews filled with  jealousy

· Jews talked abusively against Paul’s message

What opposition do churches today sometimes face when they set out to obey God?

· disagreement within the congregation

· local zoning laws

· badmouthed in the local press (either editorially or letters to the editor)

· run into all kinds of legal complications 

In what ways to Christians in some foreign countries experience rejection for their faith?

· family disowns them

· people boycott their business

· physical threats, attacks

· arrests by civil authorities

· church building vandalized

How did Paul and Barnabas end up turning to the Gentiles? 
· told the Jews they were given the message first

· now that you reject it …

· now that you don’t consider yourself worthy of eternal life …

· … we now turn to the Gentiles

· you were supposed to be a “light” to the Gentiles

· now you’re rejecting that light
What great truth did Paul and Barnabas affirm about the nature and purpose of the Lord?

· God’s truth was given originally to the Jews

· He intended that they be a light to the Gentiles

· they were now rejecting that light

· God’s Truth, the Gospel message was for all peoples

· Paul and Barnabas would take that Truth to the Gentiles who were receiving it

How should we handle rejection? 
· continue to obey God

· trust God to provide our courage, strength, wisdom

· pray for those who have rejected us (actually rejected God)

· not give up sharing God’s Truth – go to someone else who will listen

3.3 Some Joyously Embrace the Gospel
Listen for mixed responses to the Gospel.
Acts 13:48-52 (NIV) 48  When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 49  The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50  But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51  So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52  And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
How did the Gentiles respond to the Word of the Lord?  
· they were glad

· they honored the word of the Lord

· they believed the Truth of the gospel message

Why would the Gentiles in Paul’s audiences be specifically glad about what Paul was saying?

· they realized they did not have to become Jews to find favor with God

· God was communicating to them that He intended to include them and now it was made possible

What happened to Paul and Barnabas while God was causing the church to grow and become strong?  
· the word of the Lord spread through the whole region

· the Jews drove them out of town through stirring up of persecution

· they “shook the dust from their feet” and moved on

· they were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit … because the Gospel was being received … God was at work

Consider the influence that Paul’s emphasis and conviction on outreach to Gentiles has had on Christian missions …

· the church cannot be an exclusive club which shuts people out
· the church must continuously reach out to new groups who have not heard the Good News

· the message about faith in Christ is not specific to any denomination or any culture – it applies to any culture and society
What people groups might we be initially reluctant to welcome into a fellowship of faith?  Why?

· other racial groups

· Arabic peoples (given the events of 9/11)           

· Northerners / southerners / etc.




     

( We need to make the same realization as Paul …
     God intends for us to cross cultural and geographical lines with the Good News

4. Application
4.1 Pray
· List names of people God brings to your mind you will pray for

· Pray for each person to be open to the Gospel message

· Pray that they will come to faith in Christ

4.2 Share
· As you share for people on your list ask God to lead you to an opportunity to share your faith with them

· Ask God to make you sensitive to the opportunities He will provide
4.3 Unite
· Enlist members of your Bible study group to fast and pray together

· Pray for your church, community, and nation

· Meet together at least once a month to share successes and challenges as you commit to sharing Christ

- we feel threatened or feel animosity 


- because of events or how we were raised








