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Resurrected Like No Other

1. Motivate

What is the most awesome display of power you have ever seen? 
· toured a battleship

· saw an aircraft carrier

· went through a hurricane/blizzard/earthquake

· hit by a tornado

· drag race cars

· video of the tsunami

· volcano

· heard my grandmother pray!

2. Transition

Think of the power exercised in raising Jesus from the dead!

· Jesus died and was buried … but is now alive
· Today we look at the implications for us .. for eternal life
3. Bible Study

3.1 An Empty Tomb
Listen for instructions from the angel.
Matthew 28:1-7 (NIV) 1  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 5  The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7  Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."
If you can mentally place yourself at the tomb of Christ on that first “Easter morning,” what emotions would you be feeling as you approached?

· fear, spooky

· confused, discouraged

· unsure of what is happening

What phenomenal events did Matthew describe?

· violent earthquake

· angel from heaven came down

· rolled back the stone and sat on it

· appearance like lightning, clothes white as snow

What purpose do these events serve in the narrative?

· sets the stage for an amazing announcement

· the women and the guards were both surprised, amazed, awestruck

· the guards especially so

What was the message announced by the angel?

· as usual he said “fear not”

· I know you are looking for Jesus 

· He is not hear, He has risen

· remember He told you so

· come look at the place where He lay

· then go tell His disciples … He will meet you in Galilee

What were the women invited to do?

· come look at the empty tomb

· look where He lay

What were they commissioned to do?

· go quickly

· go tell the disciples

· He is going ahead of you to Galilee

· there you will see Him

How did the women’s experience at the tomb contrast with what they expected?

	What they expected
	What actually happened

	· the body of their friend

· finish the embalming

· have a good cry

· sorrow together 
	· empty tomb

· a frightening angel

· proclamation of resurrection

· instructions to go tell others

· prediction they would see Him alive


Why does it matter that Jesus physically rose from the dead?  Why is the Resurrection important to us as Christians?
· Jesus overcame death

· He was clinically/physically dead

· He was spiritually dead … separated from God because of the sin (our sin) He took upon Himself

· God and punished all that sin

· Now God powerfully brings Jesus back to life physically and spiritually

· resurrected physical life demonstrates the reality of  restored spiritual life

Seeing the empty tomb, the angel affected their expectations and understanding.  What factors affect how people think and feel about the resurrection today?

· if they have a personal relationship with Jesus or not

· how much they understand of God’s power, authority, and love for them

· their world view … humanistic, hedonistic, biblical, skeptic, or whatever

· maybe they never heard the Gospel message

( Their exposure to the Truth, the reality of the resurrection can make a difference in their life … you can be a witness to them

3.2 The Eyewitnesses
Listen for an unexpected encounter.
Matthew 28:8-10 (NIV) 8  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9  Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10  Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."
When the women met the living Jesus, what was their immediate response?

· approached Him

· clasped His feet (a custom of that culture)

· worshiped Him

What words of challenge and comfort did the women receive? (28:10) 
· don’t be afraid

· go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee

· there they will see me

What difference would the certainty that Jesus rose from death make in all their lives?

· energized

· gave them a purpose … He actually gave them a task

· no longer in mourning 

· the reality of that event would change their whole perspective of life (and death)

· they would gladly do what Jesus said, no matter what … they were convinced

· no one could convince them otherwise

· all that He had taught now took on greater authority, certainty, believability 

How can being certain that Jesus rose from the dead make an ongoing difference in our lives?

· we face death differently

· we also have a purpose and direction in life … given Jesus commands after His resurrection

· we have the living Christ’s presence in our lives in the person of the Holy Spirit

· we can be convinced that to believe in Christ is absolute Truth … in contrast to the “many truths” that are declared by the false prophets of today

Why is worship still the appropriate response to the resurrection?

· worship is “worth-ship” … we declare His worth, His glory, 

· someone who died and was raised from the dead is worthy of our awe, fear, respect, worship

· not only the conquering of death, but the significance of giving us new life

· what Jesus did gives us a life free from sin’s penalty and free from sin’s power over us

· the One who accomplished that is worthy of our praise and respect and awe

3.3 The Commission
Listen for the task Jesus proclaimed.
Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)   Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

What did Jesus say about Himself? 

· I have all authority

· authority in heaven

· authority in earth

What does it mean to us that Jesus has “all authority”?

· supreme and independent power or authority

· rightful status, independence, or prerogative

· the power to determine, adjudicate, or otherwise settle issues or disputes;

· Jesus has the moral and legal power to make and enforce the law;

What activities were the disciples to be involved in? 

· go and make disciples

· go to all nations (people groups)

· baptize them in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit

· teach them to obey Jesus teachings/commands

What does it mean to “make disciples”?

· Definition:

· a person who is a pupil 

· an adherent of the doctrines 

· a follower

· teach people to adhere to, to obey, to follow the doctrines of Jesus

Note: The “go” is an imperatival participle in the original Greek.

· As a participle it could be translated, “as you are going.”  

· as you go about life, remember your mission; remember you task

· because it is tied to the imperative, it is translated much stronger.  We are commanded to “go” into all the world, every nation.  

How can knowing that Jesus is always with us make a difference “as we are going”?

· assurance

· protection

· empowerment

· backed by the authority of Jesus

4. Application
4.1 Trust the risen Christ
· He offers new life – turn to Him in repentance and faith

· Receive from Him the assurance of peace that comes from a personal relationship with Jesus
4.2 Adopt an eternal perspective
· Poem by C.T. Studd
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 
And when I am dying, how happy I’ll be, 
If the lamp of my life has been burned out for Thee.” 

4.3 Pay it Forward
· Who told you about the gift of eternal life in Christ?

· Thank God for that person each day this week

· Ask God to make you sensitive this week to pass that Truth on and share your faith
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