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Redeemed from Poor Choices

1. Motivate

When have you had an idea or brainstorm that backfired on you?

· designed a “time saving” device for the workshop

· planned a party that was a disaster

· took a “shortcut” to your destination

· made reservations at a “budget” hotel/motel

· bought a gift for your spouse that he/she hated

· bought an exercise device that was useless or ended up that way because you didn’t carry through on  your intentions

· invited the boss  home for dinner without telling your wife

2. Transition

Our plans don’t always work out the way we hoped.

· God’s plans are always better than our own.

· Today we look at how God’s plans were better than Abram’s

3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust What God Tells You
Listen for Abram’s solution to a problem.

Genesis 15:1-6 (NIV)  After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." 2  But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3  And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 4  Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5  He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6  Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
God appears to Abram in a vision.  What does God tell him?
· don’t be afraid

· I am your shield

· I am your very great reward

· or … your reward will be very great (HCSB)
Why was Abram troubled?

· God had promised him a son

· didn’t have one yet

· he and Sarai were childless

· maybe his heir could be his faithful servant  (typical in that culture)

Why is it sometimes hard to trust God? 
· God’s timing … we are impatient

· what God promises seems impossible to us

· we get discouraged

· we listen to the wrong “voices”
What promises did God make, and to whom did He make them? 

· he would have a son to be his heir

· they would have many offspring

· they would be uncountable – like the stars in the skies

What kind of image helps  or encourages you to trust God?

· similar view of the vastness of the universe

· the intricacy of the creation in size … both large and small … at extreme orders of magnitude 

· the design of beautiful flowers

· the events of the past … how God has provided, personally ministered to our family

· the way God has worked in history – even just biblical history

· God’s promises He has kept

Notice that God did not give much detail of His plan and promise to Abram and Sarai.  How can we obey without knowing much of the plan?

· must leave the plan to God

· we don’t need to know details

· the details could well be overwhelming, better that we don’t know

· some of the details are outside the realm of our control

· better to see the details as they occur and marvel at God’s actions

What did Abram do that pleased God so much?  What is the basis of both Abraham’s and our relationship with God?

· Abraham believed God

· God credited him with righteousness

· same with us … when we believe God’s Truth, God counts us righteous

Why can we trust God even if His method of communicating is not as overt as to Abram?

· God is still God

· He loves us and will make sure we have His direction

· He wants us to know His will more than we want to know it … He will be sure that we know and understand what He has for us

· as we trust and follow God, we have a wealth of experiences for reassurance at each new juncture in our lives

3.2  Don’t Take Matters into Your Own Hands

Listen for Sarai’s dilemma. 
Genesis 16:1-5 (NIV)  Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; 2  so she said to Abram, "The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her." Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3  So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4  He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5  Then Sarai said to Abram, "You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and me."
 What did Sarai tell Abram to do in light of their childlessness?  
· marry her Egyptian maidservant, Hagar

· since Sarai could not get pregnant, maybe this was how they would have a child

· the child would be considered as Sarai’s
· seems weird to our culture but was one way that families could sire an heir

How did Sarai respond after Hagar became pregnant? 

· now she felt shamed

· apparently Hagar got her “nose in the air” and lorded it over Sarai

· Hagar “began to treat her mistress with contempt”
What was wrong with Abram sleeping with Hagar to gain an heir?
· not so much the idea of polygamy … was part of the culture then

· the problem was trying to accomplish God’s plans in human ways

· it was a lack of faith

· it wasn’t believing that God could do what He said He would do 
When are we tempted to take shortcuts?
· when time is of the essence

· when we don’t see things happening as soon as we like

· when we are tired, weary, frustrated

· when we don’t know any other way to make something happen

· when we want to “help God”

What were unexpected results of the plan?

· Hagar assumed superiority

· “I’m a better wife than you … I will have children, you will not”

· started treating Sarai with contempt

· began to despise Sarai

How would it change our experience of waiting if we embraced the process of waiting?

· the process of waiting is a time to learn to trust God

· we need to look at how God is accomplishing it … not worrying about when He will do it

· we can focus on who God is,  the reality of His power and authority and love for us

· avoid focusing on watching the calendar

· watch God develop in our lives Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience … 

3.3 Refocus on God’s Plan
Listen for God’s Reassurance
Genesis 17:18-19 (NIV)  And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!" 19  Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.
What one last attempt did Abraham make to offer an alternative to God’s plan?

· we do have Ishmael

· he is my son

· he could be the heir that continues my line of descendants

In what ways or areas of  living do we to try to control our own lives?

· finances

· jobs

· health

· directing our children (try to live out our personal goals through them)

· our (or our children’s) college experiences … “helicopter parents”

What promises did the Lord make with respect to Isaac and Ishmael? (17:19-21) 
· you don’t need Ishmael to be the promised son

· you and Sarah will have a son
· in fact, here’s his name … Isaac

· the covenant made with you will be the everlasting covenant for his descendants
Why do you think God waited until Abraham and Sarah were old to give them a child?

· then it is God that is working, not men’s normal plans and skills

· it is obvious that God did it … not Abraham and Sarah

· teaches them (and us) to trust what God says

· His timing often has far better results than anything we might have planned and carried out

What does this passage reveal to you about the heart of God?

· God is in charge

· He is faithful to keep His promises

· He will do so in His way and in His timing

· He has plans that are beyond our understanding … but they are good plans

· He can and will accomplish His plans in wonderful ways

How can you develop deeper trust in God’s timing and God’s plans?

· read and meditate on what God says – scripture … commit it to memory

· talk to God often

· tell Him your joys and sorrows, your desires for your family, your desire to make right choices, 

· confess your failures and frustrations and impatience

· tell Him you are trusting Him

Application
Accept God’s plan of salvation

· Maybe you don’t feel fulfilled because you have left God out of your plans

· Today, turn to Christ in faith and accept His offer of forgiveness and eternal life

Thank God … often
· Consider how God has been faithful to you down through the years, even when maybe you were impatient or tried to do things your own way
· Each morning this week echo the line from the hymn, 
“All I have needed Thy had had provided.
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me”
Commit to God’s call

· Offer yourself to God this week to do whatever He wants to do with your life

· Invite a friend to pray with you.

· Discuss with your friend what God is showing you … ask the friend to hold you accountable to following through with your commitment.
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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