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Ready Faith

1. Motivate

When have you chosen to endure difficulty for a future benefit?

· go to college to work on a degree

· save money for some special purpose

· scrimp on the grocery budget so we could have some Christmas decorations

· diet to lose weight and look good at class reunion

· work out at the gym to improve your health

· spend extra time cleaning and scrubbing for when the in-laws came

· stayed up all night while in college to do a good job on a school paper

· spend extra time at work to finish work on a big project

2. Transition

Most of these “difficulties” we would not classify as “suffering”
· Today we look at how to handle suffering

· Suffering brings opportunities to point to Jesus

3. Bible Study

3.1 No Harm, No Fear
Listen for what not to fear.
1 Peter 3:13-14 (NIV) 13  Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened."
What did Peter write about suffering for what is right? 

· it might happen

· even if you suffer from the hands of men, God will reward you for doing right 

· don’t worry about suffering for doing right

· don’t be afraid of threats

How would you answer Peter’s question in verse 13, “who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good”?

· people who disagree with the definition of “good”

· people who oppose you, no matter what you do

· evil people who don’t want to be caught doing bad things

· enemies of the Gospel
What assurances did Peter give to those who are zealous for that which is good?

· don’t worry about it

· in any case, God will reward you for the right you do

· don’t fear threats

So,  how could suffering for doing right be a blessing?

· you learn a lesson in trusting God through the suffering

· you show others your desire to do right

· you maintain your testimony for Jesus

· others are encouraged to also do the right thing

· sometimes doing the right thing can help set a situation right

Peter said “do not fear what they fear.”  What do you suppose “they” fear?

· physical pain

· being wrong

· losing ground in their cause

· losing face

· lose the respect of others

· to be humiliated or experience public disgrace.
Why is it more important to do right than to fear these things?

· in a spiritual sense, making right choices trumps everything else

· God is honored when we do right in the face of opposition

· God is in charge, God is sovereign … His cause will triumph

· we can trust God to accomplish His purposes for us, no matter what

When do sufferings and difficulties give us the opportunity to share our faith?

· people will wonder how we handle our problems

· we can share God’s sufficiency, God’s power at work

· when we see someone else with a similar problem, we can share how God brought us through it

3.2 Choice and Opportunity
Listen for the result of a clear conscience.
1 Peter 3:15-16 (NIV) 15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
 What is the meaning of “set apart Christ as Lord”?

· sanctify means set apart

· Christ is to be the Lord of your life

· you live by the teachings of Jesus

· you obey the Holy Spirit as He guides your attitudes and actions

· God is the “boss” of your life

· Recall the Campus Crusade diagram from the Four Spiritual Laws


[image: image1.png]THE
CHRIST-DIRECTED
LIFE

CHRIST is on the throne
Self is yielding to Christ

Interests are directed by Christ,
resulting in harmony with God's plan




In what manner were these readers to give the reason for their hope in Christ? 
· always be ready to explain your hope

· do it gently

· with respect

· keep your conscience clear
What does it look like to share the gospel with gentleness, respect, and a clear conscience?

· you are able to state in simple terms about your faith in Christ

· you might even have a tool such as the Four Spiritual Laws or the FAITH outline
· preface your presentation with a request for their opinion as they listen

· communicate the gospel as something meaningful to you that you would like to share with them

Why do you think Peter thought it was important to be ready to be able to respond to inquirers about hope?

· our lives are to be in stark contrast to the rest of the world

· when that is true, people are going to wonder about why we live the way we do

· that is a perfect opportunity to share the Gospel message with them

What relevance does this have for contemporary believers?

· we need to know what we believe

· we need to know why we believe it, why we choose to live a Christian life style

· we need to be consistent in our actions and actions, consistent with scriptural teachings

Why are believers to keep a clear conscience? (3:16)
· some might speak against you

· since you did the right thing, they will be ashamed

· your good live will negate their accusations

· others will see you belong to Christ
3.3 Right Thinking, Right Purpose

Listen for a result of suffering.
1 Peter 4:1-2 (NLT) 1 So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin. 2 You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God. 
What did Peter say about the person who has suffered? 
· arm yourself with the same attitude Christ had

· be ready to suffer

· if you are suffering physically for Christ, then your life is demonstrating victory over sin

What benefit can there be in suffering? 
· you learn not to spend your life chasing your own desires

· you will be anxious to do the will of God
How do we equip ourselves now to suffer well as Jesus did?

· daily conversations with the Lord

· fill our minds with God’s Truth, not the world’s attitudes

· practice obedience and submission to the Lord in the good times

· be sure to be praising/worshiping God in all situations – both good and bad

In what sense do you think “he who suffered in his body is done with sin”?  In what different ways could we interpret this verse?

· could mean Christ didn’t sin (although if He was done, it implies He had done it before)

· could mean Christ was done taking care of the sin problem

· could mean the believer – done with sinning … did it before, doesn’t do it any more … because of Christ solving the sin problem

· New Living Bible interprets it this way  1 Peter 4:1 (NLT)     So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you are willing to suffer for Christ, you have decided to stop sinning.

Consider that it was the believer … done with sin because Christ finished taking care of it.  What is the result, according to this passage?

· does not live earthly life for evil human desires

· lives for the will of God

· used to spend time in living like a pagan, 

· but no longer live that way

What would you suggest to a believer who says the world’s attraction is just too strong?

· consider how this reflects on Jesus

· ask the person about the reality of their conversion experience

· study Romans 6 …

4. Application
4.1 Open yourself to God
· If you are suffering right now, ask yourself,  Is my response to this situation glorifying Christ?
· Talk to the Lord, ask Him to show you how best to respond to your situation

4.2 Study Jesus’ response
· Make notes about how Jesus responded to suffering

· Study latter chapters of the Gospels where Jesus was betrayed, tried, crucified

· Consider how (with God’s help) you could imitate Him
4.3 Point others to Jesus
· Start praying today for God to use you to point others to Jesus as you suffer or as you help others cope with suffering

· Ask Him to make you sensitive to these opportunities

Know that your old nature is put to death with Christ


Reckon yourself dead to sin, alive to Christ


Yield your members (intellect, emotions, will) to Christ
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