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Pray with Dependency

1. Motivate

What is something you’ve done that required you to muster up a great deal of courage?
· first day at a new job

· propose marriage

· leave home to go away to college or to a job far away from home

· take a tough course in school

· buy a house

· witness to someone for the first time

· have a baby

· bungee jump or go sky-diving 

2. Transition

What finally helped you get the nerve to do it?

· just do it

· pray a lot

· ask someone for advice

For some people, allowing God to transform your life is not an easy road

· Part of that process is to pray with dependency on God

· Today we consider that process of prayer

3. Bible Study

3.1 Embrace God’s Plan

Listen for how these people prayed.
Acts 4:23-28 (NIV) On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. [24] When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. [25] You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: " 'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? [26] The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.' [27] Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. [28] They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 
Where did Peter and John go after they were released by the Sanhedrin? 

· went back to their own people

· reported everything they had been told by chief priests and elders

Why was it important for them to return to their own people?  Why didn’t they just go back to preaching?

· the rest of the believers needed to know

· they wanted the support and combined wisdom of their supporters

· they wanted prayer support from these people, also

( It is important that church members (the different members of the Body of Christ) realize the interdependence on one another

( Just like when a physical body needs the hands which need the feet which need the eyes and ears

First of all, how did they address God?

· Sovereign Lord

· you made heaven and earth and sea          note how this is a declaration of faith

· you made everything in

In the prayer, how did the believers express their view of the persecution they faced?

· noted the similarity of their experience with what was said in Psalm 2

· Gave God glory/credit for His creation, for His speaking to mankind

· noted the attitude of some governments who are against God

· pointed out God’s working through godless governments to accomplish His purposes!

Why did they pray together?
· they had shared in the experience

· it’s like everyone pitching in on a job, more work gets done

· it promotes a sense of unity … 

· we’re all in this together, we’ll share the burden, the task

What theological views are expressed in this passage?
· Sovereignty of God … God does as God pleases to do … He has that right and authority

· God is the creator

· God communicates to men – in O.T. days, directly … then through Jesus … now through Scripture

Why would these truths be vital to our prayers?

· we are assured of God’s power and authority and love

· we know we are told to pray

· we are encouraged to trust the Lord

· we know what God wants to do

Agree or disagree: “I think they should have prayed to remove the threat of the Sanhedrin.  They could ask God to strike them down!”  

	Agree
	Disagree

	· then the gospel could be unhindered

· then the religious leaders would have been put in their place

· the Sanhedrin was wrong, God needed to deal with them
	· that would miss the main point

· the most important thing for them to do was to preach the gospel

· doesn’t matter what the Sanhedrin did, the Gospel needed to go forward


3.2 Pray for God to Work
Listen for their prayer requests.
Acts 4:29-30 (NIV)   Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. [30] Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus." 

 Now what were their requests?

· consider the threats of these elders

· enable your servants to speak your words with great boldness

· stretch out your hands  to heal  (   (note,  not at the top of the list)

· perform miraculous signs and wonders

· work through the name/authority of Jesus, the Messiah

Consider what  different kinds of needs and threats are there that exist within a body of believers …

· health needs (always)

· families on the verge of breaking apart

· uncertainty of government policies

· a growing anti-Christian attitude within our culture

· people struggling with different kinds of addiction (substance abuse, pornography, gambling, eating disorders, materialism, power trips etc.)

· finances

· people who are discouraged, depressed, abused

· people struggling to live a victorious Christian life

· young people making all kinds of decisions which affect their future

Why did the disciples request miracles?
· to show God’s power

· to show that God is at work in the growth of the church, the spread of the Gospel

· everyone would know that God had healed, provided … it wasn’t just a doctor or some human benefactor 

What kind of miracles should we be praying for in people’s lives today? 
· Deliverance
· physical healing

· emotional healing

· spiritual healing

· God’s provision in finances

· God’s provision in patience … love … wisdom … 

· knowledge to make the right decision

· salvation of family and friends
3.3 Experience God’s Power
Listen for what happened when God answered prayer.
Acts 4:31 (NIV)   After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

What happened after they prayed?  What was God’s response to their prayers?

· the place where they were meeting was shaken

· they were all filled with (controlled by) the God’s Holy spirit

· they spoke the word of God boldly

What does it mean when it says here, that they were “filled with the Holy Spirit”?

· they had surrendered their lives to the direction and control of the Spirit

· they were empowered by the Spirit – to witness, to spread the Gospel message

· they were given Spiritual Gifts – personal skills to minister to one another and to people who needed to hear the Good News of salvation

What would be evidences today that a person is filled with the Holy Spirit?

· demonstration of the Fruit of the Spirit in a believer’s life (love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, self-control, faithfulness)

· unity among believers – work together in harmony (we may “sing different notes” but it “sounds good” and works when we do it together)

· demonstration of a Spiritual Gift

How can the Holy Spirit equip the Body of believers, the Church to meet needs and answer prayers for the things we listed earlier?

· God’s Spirit empowers health care workers, gives them wisdom

· God convicts people of their waywardness

· believers are filled with the Spirit, controlled by the spirit to say the right thing at the right time … to give wise council, to confront, to exhort, to encourage, to teach

· God gives someone the patience, perseverance, love to stand by and support someone going through a personal struggle

· God prompts believers to pray for one another when they really need it

If our church were more sensitive to the Holy Spirit, what wonderful things might take place?
· more people come to salvation

· budgets be met

· more missionaries be sent out

· young people surrender to the call of God on their lives

· unity instead of divisions

· above all … God is glorified

4. Application
4.1 God hears the united prayers of His people
· When we pray it is to the sovereign and powerful Creator of all things.
· The main goal of our prayers should be the preaching of the Gospel to all people

· We pray for health and for peace in the land so that this can happen

4.2 Christians should pray for boldness in witnessing.
· Pray this week that God will work miracles.

· Pray for lives to be changed.

· Pray specifically for people you know who need Jesus.
4.3 Believers need to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
· When this happens we will become bold witnesses for Christ.

· When this happens people’s lives will be changed for good and for God.

· Each day ask God to be in control, the “boss” of your life.
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