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One Great Purpose

1. Motivate

When was a time you asked yourself, “What am I doing here?”
· marching in an alumni band parade at 70 yrs old

· waiting for a colonoscopy

· getting up at 3:00am to catch a plane

· running in a marathon

· starting a new job

· hiking the Appalachian trail

· starting classes for a new degree

· sitting on the platform, waiting to speak to a large crowd

· laid back on the dentist’s chair for a root canal

2. Transition

Some situations cause us to wonder

· Sometimes even our own existence causes us to wonder

· Today we study the reality of our being created to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Enter a Relationship with God
Listen for why not to fear.
Isaiah 43:1-2 (NIV)  But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
First of all, how does Isaiah identify or describe the LORD who speaks?

· He who created you

· He who formed you

So, what did the Lord tell Israel why not to be afraid?  
· I have redeemed you

· I have summoned you by name

· you are mine
How does it make you feel when a supervisor or someone important knows you by name?

· they value you

· they appreciate you

· they are interested in you as a person
· they have made an effort to know who you are and what you do
Identify the trials God’s people could face and God’s protection

	Trial
	God’s Protection

	· waters

· deep rivers

· fire
	· God is with you

· they will not sweep over you

· you will not be burned, you will not be set ablaze


How can these verses be seen as both good news and bad news, both comforting and troubling?
	Comforting
	Troubling

	· God’s presence

· God’s protection

· God’s enabling
	· troubles (deep water, rivers, fire) are coming

· you will have problems


What are some “deep waters” that we could sometimes face?

· financial reversals

· serious illness, injuries

· injured, broken relationships

· kids, grandkids in trouble

· loss of life within family

· legal disputing

· natural disasters

How has God used specific trials in your life to teach you more about Himself?
· healing when sick or injured

· provision when finances were low

· new job when lost an old one

· encouragement when discouraged

· helped the kids in their hard schoolwork

· encouragement when discouraged

· forgiveness when failed
Let’s look again at how God knows His people by name.  When might you be reminded that God does know you by name?

· when you read a verse that specifically speaks to you

· when you receive a letter with information or provision you have specifically prayed for

· when you receive a phone call from someone you don’t know who communicates encouragement or news of God’s provision

· sometimes in a dream you receive a message or impression that can come only from God

· when God speaks to you through His Holy Spirit … you receive a thought or idea or an instruction that is for YOU

3.2 Enjoy God’s Love
Listen for more evidence of God’s love.
Isaiah 43:3-4 (NIV)   For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead.  4  Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will give men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life.
 What valuable “prices” do these verses say that was God willing to give for Israel’s ransom?
· Egypt

· Cush

· Seba

· men, people “in exchange for your life”
Identify words in these focal verses that describe God’s attitude toward His people?

· precious

· honored

· love

· ransomed

What are some of the ways that we can know God loves us?
· His provision

· protection

· Jesus died for us

· guidance

· presence of Holy Spirit in our lives 
· the value of God’s Word which describes what God has done, is doing
What kinds of things distract us from enjoying God’s love?

· materialism in our culture

· focusing on goofiness of current politics

· our pursuit of pleasure … entertainment, relationships, substance abuse (like chocolate-chip cookies)

· obsession with sports and/or hobbies

· no time for God … worship, church involvement

What steps can we take to recognize and more fully enjoy God’s love?

· active involvement in worship

· intentional looking around for things to praise God for … beauty of creation, marvel of a young child learning new skills and abilities, vastness of the stars we can see

· faithful reading and meditation of God’s Word – then applying His Truth to your life

· talking to God … praising Him, declaring your trust, crying out to Him

3.3 Bring God Glory
Listen for more reasons not to fear.
Isaiah 43:5-7 (NIV)  Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west. 6  I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' and to the south, 'Do not hold them back.' Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth-- 7  everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."
Again  we hear, “Fear not.”  How did God promise to address the exile and scattering of Israel?
· I am with you

· I will bring your children from all directions

· I will say “Give them up,”  “do not hold them back”

· I will demand they be brought from afar, from the ends of the earth

· I will gather all who are called by my name

· I created them for my glory, I formed and made them

The people of Israel had been exiled … hauled away from their homes to another country.  God tells them “Do not be afraid.”  What kinds of fears and anxieties would they have?

· what happened to my family, we’ve been separated

· how can we make a living here in a foreign land

· I left everything behind, how can we make it now

· we lost everything … home, family members, friends

· I can’t understand my new foreign boss/master who doesn’t speak Hebrew, how will I be able to do the job they expect of me

We should not fear because God is with us, also.   What are some things we tend to fear?

· the wrong person gets elected

· loss of a job

· kids fail in school

· accidents, illness

· natural disaster
Who are some people we would like to see brought to or brought back to the Lord?
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wayward children, grandchildren

· relatives who have never received Jesus as Savior

· sometimes (when we are willing to admit it), our own lives

· ornery neighbors

· our government leaders
We have been made to glorify God.  What does it look like to glorify God in our everyday lives?
· display the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

· lives of honesty

· lives of righteousness … doing the right thing

· lives of holiness … separate from, different or distinct from the world around us

· point others to Jesus … by both our deeds and our words
Application
Reflect on the grace of God in your life. 
· Write down specific things God has done for you. 
· Spend time in prayer thanking Him.

Display the character of God in your life this week.

· Look for opportunities to display the character of Jesus toward others.

· Is there someone you need to forgive? 
· What undeserved act of kindness could you perform for a stranger in need?
Share with someone this week.

· Tell them about a specific way God as shown His grace to you. 
· Be prepared to share the gospel with them.
Isaiah 43 Crossword


As a class, you might want to pause to pray for those whom people name.





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


1. _?_ not!


4. He created us for His _?_


7. I have summoned you by _?_


9. The people were taken from Israel to Babylon in _?_


10. Pay the ransom


11. I give _?_ for your ransom


12. you are _?_ and honored in my sight
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Down


2. The flames will not set you _?_


3. He who _?_ you


5. When you pass through high _?_


6. The rivers will not _?_ over you


8. Because I _?_ you
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