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Life at Home

1. Motivate

When have you thought to yourself, “It’s good to be home”?
· after a vacation

· at the end of the work day

· after traveling with the kids in the car

· after returning from a hospital stay

· when you bring home the new baby

· after a successful shopping trip

· when you move into a new home

· when you came home from college

· as a kid at the end of a school day

2. Transition

Someone said, “Home is where the heart is”.
· Today we look at what Paul had to say about the home

· Home is where our identity in Christ is clearly lived out.
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Godly Wife
Listen for insights into the concept of “submission.”
Ephes. 5:21-24 (NIV)   Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.   [22] Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. [23] For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. [24] Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
Verse 21 says to “submit to one another” – how do we describe that kind of attitude?

· looking after the wellbeing of each other

· giving up self-centeredness

According to these verses, what service should wives render to the Lord? 

· submit to one another

· act in reverence (fear, awe) for Christ

· submit to husbands – give up self-centeredness

· as submitting to the Lord

Important concept:  Submission will be voluntary, cannot be demanded by husband, otherwise  it is not submission

The church is to be the woman’s role model in submission.  How does the church submit to Christ?

· individual believers (individual members of the Body of Christ) submit to Christ

· we know He loves us

· we know he would do nothing out of selfishness but only for our good

· we obey His commands in scripture

· we allow God’s Holy Spirit to guide our actions and attitudes

( Wives do well to ask, “Would I want the church to treat and respond to Christ the way I treat and respond to my husband?”

Christ is the husband’s role model in being the head.   What kind of head is Christ?

· leads by care and compassion

· does not lead by control and criticism

· Christ is a giver, not a taker

( Husbands do well to ask, “Would I want Christ to lead me the way I lead my wife?”

What are some limitations to the concept of submission that we must infer in this passage?

· ultimately God is the supreme authority for both husband and wife

· submission to the Lord is paramount

· God’s Word does not give men license to abuse or belittle any woman

· a woman must protect herself and her children

· the analogy is limited 

· the husband is not the savior of the wife

· no man can be all his wife needs

How should  a man respond to a wife who says, “I’m going to defer to you.  I trust you to make the right decision”?

· feels the responsibility to do the right thing

· his confidence is built up

· wants to honor that trust

· be willing to seek her opinion

How would a woman respond to a husband who says, “Since you are the most important person in the world to me, I value your opinion and want to make a decision that benefits you”?

· put trust in what he decides

· feel like an equal partner

· feel free to offer her opinion

· be assured of his love and concern

3.2 The Godly Husband
Listen for how Christ’s love is the model
Ephesians 5:25-28 (NIV)  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26  to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27  and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28  In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.
 How are husbands commanded to love their wives? 

· in the same manner that Christ loved the church

· as much as Christ loved the church – 

· giving His very life for the salvation of the members of the Body of Christ (the church)

What verbs did Paul use to demonstrate Christ’s commitment to the church (the bride)? 

· make her holy

· cleanse her by washing with water through the word

· present her to Himself as a radiant church

· present her without stain or wrinkle or other blemish

· present her holy and blameless

What does this say about a husband’s responsibility in marriage

· spiritual leadership

· leadership in worship and spiritual training

· purity of life as an example and as a participant

Why does it seem the husband has the greater responsibility in the marriage?

· the leader, the head of an organization has the greater responsibility

· giving direction to the marriage is a responsibility

· making wise decisions is not a trivial task

· responsibility for a family is not to be taken lightly
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How does a healthy Christian marriage relationship honor the Lord?

· Christ is the center of the home

· both husband and wife are in submission to Christ

· the closer we are to Christ, the closer we are to each other, like this triangle

What are some ways local churches can help Christian couples strengthen their marriages?

· provide parents night out

· offer classes, seminars, retreats

· provide counseling before, after marriage

· mentoring classes

3.3 The Godly Child
Listen for how children should treat parents.
Ephesians 6:1-3 (NIV)  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2  "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- 3  "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."
What words did you hear that describe how parents should be treated?

· honor

· obey

What are some examples of what these words mean?

	Honor
	Obey

	· carefully consider value

· give respect, admiration

· give high esteem as deserved

· reverent attitude
	· right actions produced by honor

· perform duties assigned

· live within specified limits

· follow training given


What are some qualities of parents that would be worthy of honor?
· love

· providing for us

· teaching us

· guiding us

· praying for us

· supporting us through growing up years

· lives lived in praise to God

· good examples before us

What rationale is given for honoring and obeying parents?

· it is right

· the commandment has a promise attached to it

· things will go well in your life

· you have a long life in the land

How would those requirements and promises apply today?

· it is still right

· when a child is obedient and respectful to his parents things will for sure go better, for both the child and the parents

· you learn the lessons you need to learn when you practice the good teaching and good modeling by your parents
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Application
Submission. 

· If you are a wife, identify a way you can reflect your submission to Christ in your marriage. 

Love. 

· If you are a husband, identify a very tangible sacrifice you can make for your wife that reflects your love for Christ and for her. 

Honor. 

· If you are a grandparent, help your grandchildren to understand the importance of honoring their parents. 

· Identify one way you can encourage your grandchildren to obey their parents this week.
Life at Home Crossword
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Across

1. What is referred to as the Body of Christ?

3. _?_ your father and mother

8. the first commandment with a _?_

9. The church _?_ to Christ

10. we submit to one another out of _?_ to Christ

11. Submission is _?_, cannot be demanded
Down

1. Who is the head of the church?

2. Husbands, _?_ your wives

4. _?_ to one another

5. Where the heart is

6. Obey your parents and enjoy long _?_

7. Christ loved the church and gave _?_ up for her

8. Children, obey your _?_ in the Lord

Christ





Husband





Wife





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.








[Type text]



