3/5/2017
Jesus, Our Victor

1. Motivate

What is the most frightened you have ever been? 
· a bad dream

· in a car crash – or almost in a car crash

· about to fail a test

· lost a passport/driver’s license/credit cards/the plane tickets home

· right before my wedding

· going off to college on my own

· right before taking a driving test

· ready to march for the first time in a band half time show

· about to play a solo before a large crowd

· facing major surgery … life or death
2. Transition

Today we study John’s vision of Jesus Christ, the victorious Lord of all
· Jesus can take away our fears

· He can give us victory in all issues we face

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Glory of Christ
Listen for the description of Christ.
Revelation 1:12-16 (NIV)  I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13  and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16  In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.
What did he see first and what is the significance of the imagery? List the items he described. What did they symbolize about Christ?

	Descriptions
	Significance to the Churches

	· standing among the lampstands

· dressed in a long robe

· golden sash around his chest

· head, hair like white wool, white a snow

· eyes like blazing fire

· feet like bronze glowing in a furnace

· voice like sound of rushing waters

· held seven stars in his hand

· out of his mouth a sword

· face like sun shining in brilliance
	· God’s presence

·  authority

·  authority

· wisdom of the ages


· sees everything

· unmovable

· powerful message

· He holds us, protectively

· speaks with power

· majesty, glory, holiness


How do these verses contrast to our typical picture of Jesus?
· the gospels speak of a teacher, a healer, a kind and gentle man

·  this speaks of power and authority and maybe judgment
John was facing tough times in being exiled.  How would Jesus’ appearance and words encourage John?

· showed him that Jesus is still in charge

· Jesus saw John, knew what he was going through

· assured John of His power and authority to deal with whatever John was facing

· Jesus had the power even over death!

· assured John of Jesus’ understanding of the past and knowledge and even control  of the future

How would the description be an encouragement to the churches?

· this is no wimpy deity

· This is The God Who Is
· He has power, authority, permanence, wisdom

· He can be trusted, 

· He is in charge … not the human figures of authority, not pure fate

Why would these facts make a difference in why we can trust and be passionate about following Jesus?

· we face similar problems as did John 

· we are probably not physically exiled, but Christians today can be treated that way in certain situations

· Jesus knows our past and future and is in control

· we might face death – illness, age, accident – and are assured that Jesus is there to carry us and our families through that kind of tragedy

3.2 The Resurrected Christ
Listen for God’s response to John’s fear.
Revelation 1:17-18 (NIV)  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18  I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.
 What was John’s reaction to his supernatural visitor? 

·  fell at his feet as though dead

· fear, awe, respect

· bowed in deference 
How did Jesus introduce himself and what did He say that indicates all things are under His control?
· do not be afraid

· I am the first and last

· I am the Living One, I am The God Who IS (contrasted to them who ain’t)

· I was dead, but now I am alive … forever 

· I hold the keys to death and Hades

What does it mean to you that Christ, in all His splendor and majesty, made the effort to calm John when he was frightened? 
· He is a personal God

· shows also God’s love for His people

· He cares for those who trust Him and submit to Him
How do these same truths about Jesus reassure us today?

First and Last:  

· He has seen it all,

· He was here when it started, 

· He will still be around when it all ends

The Living One

· contrast to other religious leaders

· He is reality, not just fiction of someone’s creative mind

Dead, now alive forever

· reminds us of His redemptive death, 

· life giving resurrection

Holds keys to death and Hades

· the Truth of the Gospel message is the key to eternal life

· rejection of that Gospel Truth denies us the key to eternal life, results in eternal separation from God … eternal death

· we are not locked into a state of non-existence

· physical death is the soul (or spirit) separated from the body

· spiritual death is for our spirit being separated from God

· Jesus holds the keys for our being set free from the prison of that separation
Since Jesus is victorious, what responsibilities do His followers have toward others?

· communicate the Gospel Truth – obey the Great Commission
· Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)   Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. [20] Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

3.3 The Victorious Christ
Listen for Jesus’ explanation.
Revelation 1:19-20 (NIV)  "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20  The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
What assignment did Jesus give to John?
· write what you have seen

· write what you see here now

· record what you will see happening 

What did Jesus do that demonstrates His intent is to reveal not to hide the truth?
· told John to look carefully what he saw

· told him to record events

· described to him what it was he was seeing, the significance  and symbolism
Suppose you are from a very primitive culture and we plunk you down in the middle of New York City.  What kinds of things would you have trouble describing?

· traffic, skyscrapers

· signs in Time’s Square

· escalators, elevators, things available in stores

· TV, computers, cell-phones 
How difficult do you think it was for John to describe what he was seeing? 
· he was seeing things he didn’t have vocabulary for 

· his view was of things totally outside his frame of reference

How did Jesus interpret the meaning of the seven stars and golden lampstands?  
· seven stars are the angels of the seven churches

· seven lampstands are the seven churches

· angels of the churches could be … actual guardian angels for the churches, pastors of the churches

Jesus holds the churches in His hands. How does this truth encourage us?
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His personal care, personal touch

· He is watching over our church (large or small)

· He wants to bless, nurture, encourage each one

· He has a task for us and is with us in taking on that task
Why do we often live as if Jesus were not yet victorious?
· ignorance, selfishness, being self-centered

· lack of faith, lack of communication with Jesus

· bombarded on all sides with false opinions, “fake news” in a spiritual sense, lies

· we are too tuned in to a secular world view

· need to cling to and immerse ourselves in a biblical world view

Application
Trust. 

· Examine your life for areas where you retain control. 

· Trust Christ to lead you in those areas. Trust Him as Lord. 

Encourage. 

· If you have a friend who is discouraged because of circumstances, pray for this friend. 
· Share what you’ve gained from this study and help them see that Jesus is present and has authority over all things. 

· Encourage your friend to trust Christ. 

Stand. 

· Be bold and confident in those places where your faith in Christ is challenged or ridiculed. 

· Regardless of outward appearances, Christ is victorious.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Answer key:





I AM THE LIVING ONE








Victorious Christ Puzzle


Unscramble each of the clue words.


Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.
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