1/25/2015
In the Waiting Room Lesson 4

1. Motivate

What goals have you pursued as a member of a team? How has the team helped you endure the pain of reaching your goals?

· playing in a musical group

· sports teams

· project team at work

· working together as a family on some project

· building a house

· remodeling a room

· putting on a musical or dramatic presentation

With a team …

· the totality of the task is shared

· other people have skills you don’t have

· the cost of the project is shared … money, time, energy

2. Transition

As the fledgling church grew, they needed to rely on each other 

· As they ran into trouble or faced new challenges

· Today we study the unity of spirit they had never known before.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Day of Pentecost
Listen for amazing events.
Acts 2:1-5 (NIV) 1  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5  Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.
What special, supernatural evidence was displayed in this event?

· sound like the blowing of a violent wind

· appearance of “tongues of fire” resting on the believers

· they began to speak in other tongues, enabled by the Spirit

Which of these do you think was the most impressive evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit … why?

	Sound of Wind
	Tongues of Fire
	Speak in Other Language

	· sound without wind
· like a giant pipe on an organ
	· flame without burning
· what ignited it

· was it hot?
	· did they know what they were saying?
· were they surprised, scared?


Why was the coming of the Spirit associated with wind, fire, and different languages? 

· wind implies power, moving around and through, unstoppable

· fire also implies power, burn deep into people’s hearts, minds, soul

· the Spirit communicates who God is and what He is doing to all peoples, regardless of culture, language, race

[image: image1.png]2. Spiritual Man (One who is directed and empowered by the Holy Spirit)

The Christ-Directed Life

CHRIST is on the
throne

Interests are directed
by Christ resulting in
harmony with God's
plan

Y

SELF is yeilding to
Christ



What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?   We will refer to diagrams from Campus Crusade for Christ.   http://www.thoughts-about-god.com/biblestudies/spiritfilledlife.htm
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Based on the diagrams, what would be the characteristics of these two different views of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life

	Spiritual Man
	Carnal Man

	· Christ directed

· Christ on the throne

· Interests directed by Christ

· in harmony with God’s plan

· Self is yielding to Christ
	· Self-directed

· Self on the throne

· interests directed by self

· results in discord, frustration

· Christ dethroned, not allowed to direct the life


What might the ability to communicate in a previously unknown language be telling the original group of believers?

· God is not limiting the gospel message to just the local population

· might have reminded them of the Great Commission that Jesus had given

· they could begin to see that God’s Holy Spirit would be empowering them, enabling them to be able to communicate the Truth of Jesus death and resurrection

· they would be able to do things they had not been able to do previously

In what ways do we need God’s Holy Spirit to help us to witness to others about salvation?

· help us memorize verses and remember what we are supposed to say

· help us get over being afraid

· prepare the hearts of those to whom we will speak

· open up opportunities where people are more interested and open than we could ever imagine

3.2 A New Way of Life
Listen for a different lifestyle.
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44  All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

What were the activities of the early church?

· teaching

· fellowship

· breaking of bread (they ate meals together)

· prayer

What unusual deeds did the apostles do?  

· wonders, miraculous signs

· awed the people

 How did the early Christians meet together?
· met together in the temple courts

· had meals together in various homes

· ate together with glad and sincere hearts

· praised God

· enjoyed the favor of all the people

· God added new believers to their number
Verse 42a  They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching  What would the apostles have been teaching?

· what Jesus had taught them

· things they had seen Jesus do

· lessons they had learned in their ministry

· experiences they had had since Jesus ascension

· principles from the Old Testament

· later on from letters from Paul and from other disciples

What would/should we use for teaching today?

· recorded events from the New Testament of Jesus teachings, miracles

· The rest of the New Testament, the Old Testament

· Many godly men have written various teachings based on scripture

Why is it important for us to see and have fellowship with Christian friends?

· it demonstrates our love of God, the outworking of our relationship with God

· it allows God to accomplish His love through us, sort of a training ground

· we learn how God loves us – he loves  us despite our shortcomings (as we must do with our acquaintances)

3.3 Who Controls Your Life?
Listen for 6 results of the Spirit filled life.
Galatians 5:16, 22-26 (NIV)   So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. … 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23  gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

What happens to a Christian who is under the control of the Holy Spirit?  

· the Holy Spirit lives out the qualities of Christ through the believer

· love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control

In what sense do love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control grow in a person much the way fruit grows on a tree? 

· the tree doesn’t strain to produce the fruit

· it doesn’t have to concentrate and make sure to produce its particular fruit

· it happens because it is the nature of the tree

· when the believer submits to the working of the Holy Spirit, it is then the believer’s nature to produce these fruits


How do the Christian graces affect all areas of the believer’s life?  

· attitudes and demeanor of the individual life … joy, peace

· actions … goodness

· victorious Christian living … self-control, faithfulness

· relations with others … love, patience, kindness, gentleness

Recall the last portion of our initial passage …  5  Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.   How do you think early Jewish disciples felt about people from other cultures coming to faith in Christ?
· surprised, elated

· maybe wondering if it was OK

· amazed at the spread of the message of Jesus’ crucifixion,  resurrection, and the message of salvation

Why do we tend to think true followers of Christ should be just like us with only minor variations?

· we are “ethno centric”

· we evaluate other peoples and cultures according to the standards of our own culture

· especially our own denominational standards and culture

How might the Fruit of the Spirit affect their and our attitudes towards various cultures coming into the Body of Christ, the Church?

· we are at peace with how God is working

· we experience joy and praise God for His love for all peoples

· we will have patience for their learning curve as Christians

· we are more tolerant of differences of opinion on non-critical doctrinal issues

4. Application
4.1 For children and grandchildren
· Remind them that God’s Holy Spirit is our “helper”

· Talk about how He teaches us and helps us understand what is the right thing to do

· He helps us remember Scripture and Bible stories which apply to what is happening in our lives

4.2 Be aware that the Holy Spirit convicts us, convinces us
· It is He who convinces us of our need to confess sin and receive God’s forgiveness

· It is He who convinces us of God’s power at work in our lives to strengthen us to live a victorious Christian life
4.3 God’s Spirit is with us during the most difficult times
· When we don’t know how to pray, He intercedes for us to God the Father

· When we don’t know what to do, He guides our thinking

· When we struggle with our responsibilities, the Holy Spirit empowers us for serving the Lord
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