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In the Waiting Room Lesson 2

1. Motivate

What is a diversion you go to when having to wait for an extended period of time?

· read a book 
· listen to music on electronic device

· talk on cell phone

· watch people

· whittle

· sleep

· check email

· read Facebook

Do you find yourself more patient or impatient when waiting on God? Why?

	Why more patient?
	Why more impatient?

	· God is in charge

· He’s going to take care of it

· no worries
	· out of my control

· don’t know when
· don’t know how


2. Transition

Many times we do have to wait on God for answers, for solutions.

· It is important to be still and wait on God.

· Today we study the importance of that concept.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Disappears
Listen for who is flabbergasted.
Acts 1:9-11 (NIV)  After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10  They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
After speaking to the apostles, where and how did Jesus go? 
· before their very eyes

· was taken up into heaven

· cloud hid Him from sight
How did the apostles react to Jesus’ departure? 
· stood there looking up into the air

· probably with their mouths open

· dazed

· had to be exhorted by two angels
What thoughts do you think were going through their minds?
· what just happened?

· did I really see what I thought I’d see?

· where’d He go?

· can’t believe it

· now what?

The disciples could have easily felt alone and forgotten by Jesus.  What kinds of things tempt you (or even convince you) to believe you are alone and forgotten by God?
· something bad happens

· your family forgets your birthday

· your kids are selfishly pursuing their own things

· a family member makes fun or belittles something you believe was a real accomplishment

· events in your life have left you by yourself and others around you have busy family activities

· you’re away from home due to school, armed services, a job
Intellectually we know that God is present and interested in our daily lives? What distracts us from thinking of him?
· busy lives

· we waste time on all kinds of meaningless entertainment (sometimes harmful entertainment)

· we don’t specifically set aside time to be with Jesus

· lack of hunger and desire for God’s Word

What tangible encouragements were given to the disciples? (1:11) 

· two angels (men dressed in white) showed up standing beside them

· the angels spoke specifically to them “Men of Galilee”

· why are you just standing here looking up in the sky

· Jesus (who just has been taken from you into heaven)

· He will come back the same way you have seen Him go!


What tangible encouragements has your heavenly Father given you? What kind words or reminders have you heard from God that helped you forward with your life? 

· memory of a specific blessing

· recalling an answer to prayer

· an applicable verse from your daily reading,

· or an unsolicited offer of help from a friend

· a specific statement or point in a sermon or Bible study
3.2 God IS Still Present 
Listen for how God is present.
Romans 8:14-17 (NIV)  because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15  For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17  Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

According to verse 12, what is true of people who are led by God’s Spirit?  
· they are sons of God

· we know we are adopted into God’s family

What are the benefits of being a child of God? 
· not a slave to fear

· a Spirit of sonship
· just like in your own human family you called your father “Daddy” or “Poppa” …  we should realize we are just that close to our Heavenly Father

· God’s Spirit gives  us the assurance in our hearts and minds that, indeed, we are the children of God 

How does seeing and experiencing God as a loving Father change your understanding of what it means to live as a Christian?
· Someone really cares for me – that Someone is God, Himself

· we have God living and working within our lives

· He wants to be a loving and providing Heavenly Father

· even better than any earthly father
 Now look at Romans 8:31-32: What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
Whatever you’re waiting on, consider the fact that God did not spare even his own Son for you. Why might you hesitate to believe that God is wholeheartedly for you, even in the light of Christ death?
· unbelief, not convinced

· not listening to God’s Spirit

· rebellion

· want to handle things on our own

· think God is not interested in “little old me and my problem”  …Note: this is a lie from Satan!
· think the problem is too big, even for God to handle (“My family is so messed up, God couldn’t change them”) … Another lie from Satan!
3.3 Ten Days of Prayer
Listen for evidence of obedience.
Acts 1:12-14 (NIV)  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. 13  When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14  They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
How did the apostles show that they were following Jesus’ orders to wait?  
· they indeed, returned to Jerusalem

· they went to their current headquarters

· all 11 remaining disciples went to wait as instructed

What did the group of eleven apostles do when they got together?  How did they spend their time waiting?

· joined together constantly in prayer

· joined with the women … Mary (mother of Jesus) and Jesus (half) brothers

· this time of prayer we find went on for 10 days

· yes they ate, slept, discussed what had happened in the light of the Scripture they knew

· but their primary work was prayer
Why would most of us find it hard  wait by spending the better part of 10 days praying? 
· I’ve got a job

· what do we do with the kids?

· how can we find that many things to pray for, my mind could not stay focused that long

· the Cowboys are playing this weekend, the kids have a soccer game Saturday

Maybe we don’t  see our ministry or our personal needs as being completely dependent on the Most High God …  why might we have such a mindset?

· we like to think we’ve got things under control

· I’m smart/strong/tough … I can take care of myself

· Satan fools us into thinking we are good, then tells us who worthless we are when we fail

· we don’t realize that living the victorious Christian life is much like initial salvation .. a matter of faith in Christ

· we’re told that a good Christian does (does not do) this list of things … “be strong and be a good Christian” … so we try hard on our own
Maybe we sometimes don’t  desperately long to see God work in our lives, in our families, in our churches, or in the world … why would we feel that way?

· we like our indulgent lives

· getting things straight with God would mean giving up my current lifestyle

· a revival would interrupt my schedule

· if God worked in a mighty way in a church service, I might get convicted and have to confess some embarrassing things

We need to start out by confessing those very attitudes to the Lord

· ask God to give you a desire to know Him better

· then make the decision to daily read God’s Word and listen to His direction

4. Application
4.1 Review the story of Noah’s building of the ark with your kids or grandkids.
· Note the fact that it took him 100 years!

· Note also that this was an act of faith (see Hebrews 11)

· Emphasize the fact that Noah learned (and we can learn also) that God keeps His promises … not in our timing, but in His timing and His method
4.2 As a devotional exercise study 2 Peter 3:1-13
· Study how we wait patiently is by “remembering” what God has done before
· Think about what God has done both in your own life, and in the history of the world.
· Tell God you are trusting Him as you wait for His return
4.3 Encourage each other with the fact that we cannot judge God based on any time table
· He is infinite, eternal, exists even outside of the dimension of time

· He is never late, and He never forgets His promises
· It is never a bad idea to wait for Him
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