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Acts 1 Lesson 1

1. Motivate

For what reasons have you been in a waiting room?

· emergency room – for yourself, with someone else

· doctor’s office

· quick care clinic

· waiting for birth of baby

· dentist office

· waiting for operation/procedure on someone else

What thoughts go through people’s minds when they are in a wating room?

· will I get a shot?

· I hope my friend/relative is going to be OK

· look at all the strange people around me

· I’m going to get their disease

· how much is this going to cost

· will insurance cover this?
· how long is this going to take
2. Transition

The apostles had a similar waiting experience in Acts, Chapter 1

· Jesus about to leave them and tells them to wait for certain things
· Today we consider how God calls us to wait patiently to see the Lord’s promises fulfilled.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Forty Days with Jesus
Listen for mention of Dr. Luke’s first book.
Acts 1:1-3 (NIV)   In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3  After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
What was Dr. Luke’s first book about?

· what Jesus began to do

· what Jesus began to teach

· gave instructions to disciples through the Holy Spirit

After His resurrection, how did Jesus spend His time with the apostles? (1:3-5) 

· showed Himself to the disciples

· gave many convincing proofs that He was alive

· appeared to them over a period of 40 days

· spoke to them about the kingdom/rule of God

During these forty days how do you think the disciples felt about this time with Jesus? 

· in awe of His resurrection

· maybe afraid of His departure

· trying to figure out “now what?”

· in a daze over the whole thing – He seemed to come and go in a supernatural way

· trying to figure out what He meant by His instructions

They were having trouble understanding and believing this with a visible, audible, even tangible Jesus.  How do we feel about Jesus’ instructions without literally seeing and hearing Jesus?

· confused, wondering

· not sure

· struggling with belief

· wish we could hear, see Jesus in person

3.2 Believing Jesus Today

Listen for  Thomas’ response.
John 20:27-29 (NIV)   Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe. 28  Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 29  Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

Jesus promised a blessing for those who believe without seeing.  What other reasons do we have to believe, even though we have not seen Jesus “in the flesh”?

· we have the written testamony of several eye witnesses

· we have the testamonies of fellow believers we do see and know

· we have personal experience in previous times in our lives

· we have the whole of scripture to instruct and encourage


Consider Jesus’ response to Peter

Matthew 16:16-17 (NIV) Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17  Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.

What about Peter … how did he know to believe?

· not revealed by a human person

· revealed by God the Father

Notice Jesus also blessed and praised him for his faith.  If God praises faith like this, what should we do with our worries and doubts?

· take them to Jesus

· tell Him you are trusting Him to meet your needs

· ask Him to reveal his direction in your life

· tell Him you want to submit to His leadership

· remember that He wants to reveal His will, more than we want to know it … He will not try to hide it from us

When we do take these  petitions to God in prayer, why do we struggle in prayer?

· we are talking to someone we cannot see or hear audibly

· we have no visible or audible feedback (nod of the head, word of response)

· no visible evidence of someone listening

· we have to wait for answers to prayer and we are impatient

· we like to see evidence of progress (which may be invisible to us)

· we cannot even count the days (like to the end of school, or until Christmas or a trip to Disney World)

What sometimes makes us feel like our prayers are bouncing back off the ceiling, not even leaving the room?

· our own emotions fool us

· if you are sick or totally discouraged you feel this way

· Satan tries to discourage our prayer lives

· maybe your relationship to God (and thus your prayer life) is hindered by unconfessed sin in your life

· lack of assurance because you do not know God’s promises … you don’t have a scriptural foundation on which to build your faith

Why do we pray more when we face trouble and feel helpless, then pray less when we are comfortable and safe?

· in troubling times, we need God’s help

· in good times we think “I’ve got this”

· we depend on self when things are comfortable

· we rely on ourselves first

· then go to God when we have no other options

( How foolish … we should depend on God all the time … in trouble or in comfort … realizing our own helplessnes in either case
3.3 Waiting for God
Listen for Jesus’ command.
Acts 1:4-5 (NIV)  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

What command did Jesus give the disciples

· don’t leave Jerusalem

· wait for the gift my Father promised

What was the promise He gave them?

· you have heard me speak about it

· you will be “baptized” with the Holy Spirit

· this will happen in a few days

Why do you think Jesus used the term “baptized” to describe a spiritual experience?

· baptism was an immersion, 

· those who repented and were baptized by John were totally covered by the water

· to be baptized by the Spirit was to be totally covered

· He totally controls the believer who submits to Him

· being raised up out of the water is a metaphor of resurrection to new life

· God’s Spirit generates new spiritual life for the believer

God’s Holy Spirit indwelling believers is the means by which 

· we live a victorious Christian life

· we overcome the helplessness that is true about our mortal lives

· empower believers

· guide believers

· gift believers

3.4 Power Promised
Listen for a great promise.

Acts 1:6-8 (NIV)  So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7  He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Jesus side stepped  the question about the “kingdom”.  Instead of answering their question, what further promise did He make?

· you will receive power

· the Holy Spirit will come upon you

· you will be my witnesses

· this will take place in all Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth

That promise has been fulfilled!!!!    There are Christian churches in Chile, South America, on the opposite side of the earth from Jerusalem (the “ends of the earth”)
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ONE CHURCH PER HILL — Brightly colored houses dot the hillsides of Valparaíso, Chile, a city built on 42 hills. Each of these hills forms its own community, some with no evangelical presence. Through a church-planting initiative begun by International Mission Board missionary Karen Wright, Southern Baptists and Chilean believers are working together to start a church on each of the city’s 42 hills.

Jesus often requires us to wait for His working …  Why are we impatient to wait for God?

· we are always in a hurry

· we are used to “instant” things … instant food, instant internet access, instant weather advisories, drive up restaurants, etc.

· if we don’t see something happen quickly, we are tempted to doubt

Why is it foolish to be impatient with God?

· He keeps His word

· He knows what is the best way and the best time to meet our needs

· He has the power and authority to accomplish His will

· He loves us, wants the best for us
4. Application
4.1 Read Bible stories to children and grandchildren that focus on the power of God 
· Remind children God worked mightily in response to the prayers of a man of God. 
· A mighty God will work through even the smallest of human prayers.
4.2  Talk with teens about unanswered prayers
· Listen to their frustration and encourage them if they feel they have asked God for something, and have received no answer
· God will do anything that brings Him glory

· God is better than any earthly father and will only give good gifts to His children
4.3 We all need patience in prayer,
· Patience comes when we trust the One who has made the promises, 
· Know that all of the promises from Him are for our good, and never our harm.
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