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I Am A Child of the King

1. Motivate

What comes to mind when you hear the term “Royalty”?

· the Queen of England

· changing of the guard parade

· watching “The Crown” on Netflix

· saw the crown Jewels in the Tower of London

· other movies which show different scenes of Buckingham Palace

· how people bow or curtsey when meeting royalty

· hearing about faux paus of protocol committed when interacting with royalty

· history about the royal family

· other countries also have royalty 

· Mohamad Ali, “I am the king … I am the greatest!”

2. Transition

Jesus is the King of Kings
· He has made believers to be part of His Royal Family

· Today we study how we are children of the King

3. Bible Study

3.1 Outside Looking In
Listen for our status before we knew Christ
Galatians 4:1-3 (NIV)  What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2  He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3  So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.
In what sense was Paul saying a young child heir is like a slave or servant? 
· the child has no power or authority … yet
· may be the heir to a fortune or heir to a lot of power, has no real authority as a minor

· under direction of parent and/or a guardian

· must obey others, not be THE authority yet
What were the roles assigned to the tutors and governors? 
· teach, tutor

· give instruction

· give guidance

· training in how to act, what to say, what not to say
· prepare for adult responsibilities
What determined the length of their responsibilities toward a minor child?
· age of the child

· maturity

· intelligence

· the status of the parent … alive or dead, healthy or sick, pleased with the tutor or not
Before the Galatians became Christians how were they like slaves?

· they could do nothing to solve our sin sickness

· they cannot escape the penalty of sin

· they are not able to do what they knew to be the right thing

· they were told they must obey all Jewish law … slaves to the Law
How did Paul apply the analogy to all believers? 
· believers are like the child of royalty

· we are children of God

· we are set free from the penalty of sin, but also God means us to be set free from the power of sin

· however worldly principles are still an influence over us

· for the Galatian Christians, they were also struggling with how much of Jewish Law would have influence over Gentile Christians

· the Law is a “tutor” leads us in the right direction, but it does not make us children of God
· believers are set free positionally
· but we still live in our mortal bodies, so we struggle with the experiential freedom from sin
3.2 Adopted into His Family
Think about things that happen for us at just the right time.

· the traffic light turns green

· a close in parking spot opens up just as we get there

· the guests arrive for dinner exactly as it is ready

· you make it to the departure gate in the airport just as it’s time to get on the plane

· you roll into the gas station just as you run out of gas

Listen for something more important that God did at just the right time.

Galatians 4:4-5 (NIV)   But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5  to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.
When did God act?
· when the time had fully come

· when all the elements of world events came into place

 In what ways had “the time fully come?”

· common language, Greek

· very expressive language

· relative peace across the middle east, southern Europe

· transportation available

· dispersion of Jews

· Paul always started in synagogue, 

· Christianity grew out of the Jewish religion
· More important ( God chose the time … in His sovereign wisdom

What did God finally do to release us from our slavery?

· God sent His Son

· Jesus was born of a woman 
( He was fully human

· Born under the law

( He lived a perfect life as a Jew

· He redeemed us


( set us free from the slavery to sin

· He gives us full rights of sons
If you were a Galatian Christian, how would you feel after learning of your position in God’s family? 
· relieved

· grateful, thankful

· realize no longer must live under the “guardianship” of Jewish law

· glad to be a full member of God’s family

Let’s note descriptions of child/slave and sons.

	Child (slave)
	Sons

	· might be the heir to an estate

· while a child, no different from slave

· has no rights

· subject to guardians and trustees

· similar to being slaves in sin

· have no spiritual rights
	· has full rights

· redeemed by Jesus’ death and resurrection

· no longer a child (slave)

· have God’s Spirit in  our hearts

· now made heirs


3.3 God Is with Us
Listen for blessings we have as children.

Galatians 4:6-7 (NIV)   Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."  7  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.
What blessings are specified in this passage?

· God's Spirit

· dwells within our hearts

· a close, intimate relationship with God the Father – almost as if we are now able to call him “Daddy”

· no longer a slave, now a son

· now an heir
What does the Spirit within our hearts affirm? 
· our son-ship

· prompts us to understand that God is our Father

· speaks to comments in verse 1, makes us know we are heirs of God
What reversal did Paul reemphasize? 

· no longer slaves

· now heirs – we are children of the King

· not just child heirs

· full-fledged heirs of The King

· we have been adopted into God’s “family”

· God has chosen and accepted us to be His children

How can we more fully rely on the Holy Spirit’s influence in our lives?
· be aware of what He wants us to know

· as we read and meditate on God’s Word, ask God, to help us understand and apply the Truth we find

· ask God to give us understanding through His Spirit
What kind of contrast is established by the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers with the ritualistic works of Judaizers ?

	Presence of Holy Spirit
	Ritualistic Works

	· changes us from the inside

· the guarantee of God's presence

· gives us motivation

· enables us to please God
	· outward works

· no guarantee

· motivated by guilt (the Law)

· this is not what pleases God


What does the phrase “Abba, Father,” teach about our connection with God?

· close family relationship

· similar to a child calling out to “Daddy”

· we are that close to the King of Kings
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Application
Pray. 

· Recognize the fact that God is a loving Father who loves you and is ever-present in your life. 

· Thank Him for demonstrating that love through Jesus and making it possible for you to be adopted into His family.

Reflect. 

· Focus attention on Galatians 4:7: “So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir .” 

· When life gets you down, remind yourself that you are a child of the King.

Share. 

· Ask the Lord to put you in front of someone in your circle of influence this week who struggles with the idea of being adopted into the family of God. 

· Many people are still attempting to get to God on their own, and they need someone to tell them about the hope found in Jesus.
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Child of the King Crossword
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Find more family activities at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ycw9gru9" �https://tinyurl.com/ycw9gru9�





Across


4. God sent the Spirit of His Son into our _?_


6. as _?_ as the heir is a child


8. the Spirit who calls out _?_, Father


9. until the time set by his _?_


10. God sent His Son to _?_ those under the law


12. God sent His Son, _?_ of a woman








Down


1. when the time had _?_ come


2. born under the _?_


3. we can receive the full _?_ as sons


4. God has made you also an _?_


5. so you are no longer a _?_


7. subject to _?_ and trustees


11. the heir owns the whole _?_
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