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Hope Needed

1. Motivate

What did you want to be when you grew up?

· cowboy

· fireman, police officer, detective, 
· scientist

· astronaut

· pro athlete

· teacher

· nurse

· doctor, veterinarian, 

· musician, actor, dancer, 

· writer

· pilot

· lawyer

2. Transition

We have high hopes for our lives but life events usually bring us back to reality.

· Sometimes it’s our own skills and opportunities

· Sometimes it’s bad decisions

· Today we look at how someone found hope, even though it seemed too late

3. Bible Study

3.1 Hope Extended

Listen for someone who probably felt hopeless.
2 Samuel 9:6-7 (NIV) When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!" "Your servant," he replied. [7] "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." 
What attitude did Mephibosheth assume toward David when they met?

· bowed down before him

· paid him honor

· answered “your servant”

· considered himself subservient to David

Why did Mephibosheth have reason to feel hopeless, to be afraid of David?

· he was a direct descendent of Saul’s oldest son

· from the former royal family, he was in line for the throne

· often happened that a new king would kill potential rivals

· he did not deserve David’s kindness

· had no reason to hope for mercy, given the customs of the day

· he could offer nothing in return for David’s favor

· on top of all that, he was a cripple from an injury as a child

What specific thoughts of hopelessness might Mephibosheth have had as he was brought before David?

· I’m a goner now

· This is isn’t fair

· It’s not my fault I’m Saul’s grandson

· I’m not a threat to him, I can’t even walk

· I’ve been hiding all this time, now they found me

· What’s going to happen to my family?

What kinds of things make us feel hopeless?

· bills that pile up, even though we are being careful and trying to be good stewards

· a life changing illness

· family relationship issues

· teenagers

· situations at our jobs
· financial reversals

· catastrophic natural event (hurricane, earthquake, forest fire, tornado)

· politicians

· flunk a test

· accidently destroy/shred an important document

Sort these things into categories … circumstances, someone else’s choices, our own choices

	Circumstances
	Someone else’s choices
	Personal choices

	· natural events

· teenagers

· illness
	· financial reversal

· politicians

· job situations

· bills
	· bills

· financial reversal

· family relationships


How did David put Mephibosheth at ease, give him hope?

· says don’t be afraid

· tells him he is welcome

· shares with him what he promises to do

What promises did David make to Mephibosheth? 

· I will show you kindness

· I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul

· you will always eat at my table

3.2 Hope Questioned
Listen for hyperbole by Mephibosheth.
2 Samuel 9:8 (NIV)   Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" 

How did Mephibosheth express honor and gratitude to David?

· declared himself to be David’s servant

· noted how David was willing to pay attention to him

· declared himself to be of no account (a “dead dog”)

How might we understand his referring to himself as a dead dog?

· dogs were not a cute little family pet

· they were not working animals (that helped with the livestock)

· they were basically scavengers

· so a dead dog would be like we think of road kill today … possum, groundhog, skunk, armadillo

· in that culture, such a comment was a bit of hyperbole, but we get the idea 

· Mephibosheth was referring to himself to be of no account 

What parallels are there in the relationship of Mephibosheth with David and us with God?

· we should see ourselves as subservient to God

· we are sinners, except for God’s love, to be despised by God (road kill)

· we ought to bow down in submission

What similarities do you see between David’s treatment of Mephibosheth and Jesus’ treatment of us?

· the kindness is undeserved

· David had, Jesus has vast resources

· both are a fulfillment of promises made

· both Mephibosheth and we are brought into the family, treated like a son/daughter

· Jesus seeks after us, pursues us, as David did Jonathan’s descendants 

3.3 Hope Embraced
Listen for David’s commands.
2 Samuel 9:9-13 (NIV) Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. [10] You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) [11] Then Ziba said to the king, "Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's table like one of the king's sons. [12] Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth. [13] And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table, and he was crippled in both feet. 
What commands did David give to Ziba concerning Mephibosheth? 
· David gave Mephibosheth everything that had belonged to Saul – lands and yearly crops

· Ziba and his family was to care for, work the land, bring in the crops to provide income for Mephibosheth

· Mephibosheth was to eat at the king’s table
What kind of treatment did Mephibosheth receive in David’s house?

· ate daily at the king’s table

· was treated as one of the king’s sons

· implies that he was treated as a prince

How would a further generation of Saul’s family continue in Israel?

· Mephibosheth also had a son

· that son would also live and benefit from the land inherited from Saul

What thoughts do you think went through Mephibosheth’s mind as this conversation transpired?

· from despair to hope
· can’t believe this is happening

· I was really worried at first

· from hope to encouragement

· how wonderful

· to definite assurance that this was going to work out great

What promises has God made that provide for rescuing us out of our hopeless spiritual condition?
· if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins

· I am come that you might have life abundant

· for God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have everlasting life

· Jesus is the Way the Truth and the Life, no one comes to a relationship with God but by the redeeming work of Jesus Christ

What did Mephibosheth have to do to fully realize his hope in David’s intentions?

· didn’t have to do anything

· had only to accept it

· had only to receive it with thankfulness

What must I  today to realize the hope that Jesus offers?

· confess my sinful condition … agree with God that I am a sinner

· repent of my sinful actions … turn away from my sins, turn to God

· by faith receive the forgiveness that Jesus offers … I believe that when God says He forgives, it is real, it has happened … for me!
4. Application
4.1 Appreciate a kindness
· Look around you

· Your situation may seem hopeless … but …

· Look for how God is imparting hope to you through another person

4.2 Forgive yourself
· You may see your current situation to be a result of a bad decision

· Repent and receive the hope of God’s forgiveness
· Be assured that if He can forgive you, you can forgive yourself
4.3 Like David, be an agent of hope for someone else.
· Offer friendship, encouragement, prayer support

· Share how God has worked in your life and given you hope
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