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God is Holy

1. Motivate

When have you seen or experienced something that you would describe as one-of-a-kind?

· a particular display you saw at a museum (such as Fonzie’s leather jacket at the Smithsonian … or the mechanical computer created by Charles Babbage in London)

· the crash of the Challenger space craft

· your team won the state championship

· a basketball player won the game with a 3 point shot from ¾ the way down the court

· a win of a race (auto, horse, track meet) by just inches

· saw (in person) one of the towers collapse on 9/11

· were present when a close family member (child, parent, grandparent) accepted Christ as savior

2. Transition

Consider that God is “one of a kind.”

· Today we look at that quality … holiness.

· And we consider that as His people, we are called to holiness.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Set Apart
Listen for why God is “one of a kind.”
Psalm 99:1-3 (NIV) The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. [2] Great is the Lord in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations. [3] Let them praise your great and awesome name-- he is holy. 
How should the world respond to God’s holy reign?

· we should tremble

· we should acknowledge His reign

· we should be in awe

· we should realize He is the one in charge … not us

· we should be aware of His holiness

What motivated the psalm writer to write this hymn of praise? 

· God’s power

· God’s authority

· God’s holiness
· He is awesome … He inspires awe, fear, reverence

Study the verbs. How do (or should) others respond in relation to the exalted Lord?
· the Lord reigns … submit to His rule

· people should tremble, be in awe of God

· He is exalted – He is the one in charge … again, submit to His rule

· people are called to praise the name and authority of God
Note the possible meanings of “holy.”
· Current dictionary definition: dedicated or consecrated to God or a religious purpose; sacred
· Biblical meaning: to be distinct, separate, in a class by oneself
· This means that the one who is holy is uniquely holy, with no rivals or competition.

· God is so far above and beyond us that He seems almost totally foreign to us. To be holy is to be ‘other,’ to be different in a special way
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What is the significance of the mention of the cherubim?
· the cherubim were the two figures on the top of the rectangular box that was the ark

· this was a physical location where God’s spiritual presence was manifested

· God did not use a physical throne or throne room

· the Israelites could think of God as Spirit, but centered in this location

· from there they could think of Him as ruling, being in charge
God is terribly awesome and holy, forgiving and punishing. What does that say about the casual “God-is-my-buddy” approach or the presumptuous “God-is-my-bellhop” approach we often take in worship and prayer?
· “God is my buddy” is a rather disrespectful or cheeky attitude to take

· neither should we pray as if we were posting our “wish list” on Amazon

· remember that Moses could not enter the Tabernacle because of the (somehow tangible) presence of the glory of God

· maybe we need that kind of sensitivity to God’s presence and power

This psalm invites us to tremble, praise, exalt and worship this Lord. What are some ways to practice those attitudes each day?
· sing God’s praises

· listen to praise music (in contrast to popular, secular music)

· by your obedience and submission to His will

· by telling others

· by conversation that is filled with positive things (instead of negative or coarse talk)

· by what you choose to see, hear

· by your choice of entertainment

· by daily meditation, consideration of God’s greatness, power, authority, love
3.2 Righteousness and Justice
Listen for attributes of God.
Psalm 99:4-5 (NIV) The King is mighty, he loves justice-- you have established equity; in Jacob you have done what is just and right. [5] Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy. 
 What words and phrases were used to describe God’s reign in Israel? 

· He loves justice

· He established equity

· He did what is  just and right

How does this psalm describe the quality of God’s reign? 

· God loves justice … He loves to do what is right

· He deserves to be exalted 

· to hold God in very high regard; think or speak very highly of Him

· He deserves our worship … his worth must be declared

· He is holy/separate/distinct (infinitely so) from us

How does God’s justice, fairness, or righteousness impact your daily routine?

· we are challenged to do the same

· theoretically it is the basis for our system of laws

· I know God will do the right thing … even though I might not understand how or why

· the world may not treat me fair or right, but God does

· realization that God is beyond fair – He is merciful and gracious

· what I deserve is spiritual death (separation from God) but what I receive is eternal life, eternal union with Him

· this is because Jesus took the penalty for my sins so that God’s justice (condemnation for sin) is carried out – my sentence is carried out fairly (with mercy and grace)
These verses again end with “He is holy.”  How do we become convinced  that God is distinct, separate, in a class by Himself ? 
· study and meditate on the attributes of God

· Consider this website, 101 Reasons to Praise God, 
http://average-heros.tripod.com/id17.html
· Spend some time daily reading through this list

· Confess your failures to God 

· When you become aware of what God is like, you see the contrast of your own shortcomings
3.3 A Lifestyle of Worship
Listen for names of people who worshiped God.
Psalm 99:6-9 (NIV) Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel was among those who called on his name; they called on the Lord and he answered them. [7] He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud; they kept his statutes and the decrees he gave them. [8] O Lord our God, you answered them; you were to Israel a forgiving God, though you punished their misdeeds. [9] Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy mountain, for the Lord our God is holy. 
So who communicated with God? 

· Moses, Aaron

· priests

· Samuel

How did God show Himself to Israel? 

· answered those who called on His name

· spoke from the pillar of cloud

How did God deal with the sins of the Israelites? 
· He was/is a forgiving God

· punished misdeeds

· gave statues, decrees – directions for how to live

What does God’s treatment of Israel reveal about His character? 

· forgiveness

· justice, righteousness

· punished misdeeds – there exists a sowing/reaping principle

What concluding instructions did the psalm writer offer God’s people? 

· exalt the Lord

· worship in His presence

· declare His worth

· honor His holiness … His separateness, distinctiveness 

What do these verses teach us about a lifestyle of worship?

· should be part of everyday actions

· is more than just showing up Sunday morning and singing hymns

· should often fill our thoughts

· should be a background attitude that affects all our actions and attitudes

How can we tremble at God’s holiness yet still have an intimate relationship with Him?

· daily read what He says to you

· Scripture will reveal much of God’s purposes

· claim His promises

· talk to God often

· be quick to confess your failures and receive His forgiveness

· worship Him for who He is

· praise and thank Him for what He has done

· declare your trust in His power and authority and love

4. Application
4.1 Surrender
· If you have never done so, submit to God’s holiness by placing your faith in Christ for salvation

· Confess your sinfulness, repent, and accept God’s forgiveness

· Tell a friend (or an enemy!) about your decision

4.2 Commit
· Honor God’s holiness by praising God

· Be aware of His presence in every activity … not just during Bible study or prayer

· At the end of each day, journal how God made Himself known to you
4.3 Submit
· Choose to be set apart, distinct … holy.

· Ask God to identify a specific area in your life where you need to honor His holiness

· Consider joining with an accountability partner for this process
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