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Engage in Kingdom Building

1. Motivate

What kind of goals do we set for ourselves?
· health or exercise goals

· a goal to have devotions or quiet time every day

· a goal to have a sufficient retirement account

· a goal to reach a certain score or win/loss record in a sport

· a goal to finish a craft or hobby project by a certain day

· a church’s goal to raise a certain amount of money

2. Transition

Businesses and schools go through a strategic planning exercise where they set goals.

( Today we look at the importance of strategic thinking by  the early church

3. Bible Study

3.1 Go Where God Sends
Listen for ministry activities in the church at Antioch.

Acts 13:1-4 (NIV)    In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. [2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." [3] So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.  [4] The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 

What is stated in this passage about this church which suggests it is a good example of a church?

· prophets

· teachers

· specific people named who were so known

· a leader from a famous political family

· They worshiped, fasted

· they received specific message from God, obeyed it

· they commissioned and sent out missionaries

Who was called to a specific ministry assignment

· Paul 

· Barnabus

Who did the calling? 


( God

Who did NOT do the calling?  
( The church

What did the church do?

( the commissioning

How was sending and commissioning missionaries a new concept?

· the church was brand new

· the synagogues were basically still Jewish

· people throughout the surrounding countries did not even know about Jesus

· God convicted/convinced them that this was an important task that needed to happen

· they obeyed

How does a person recognize a call to be a missionary?

· deep conviction

· impact of a specific sermon or challenge

· a verse or passage makes a deep impression on you

· deep burden for a specific people or country who needs the Lord

· knowledge of the need, the capacity to fulfill that need

· God opens doors

· specific request from a mission organization for capabilities you may have

What is involved in the commissioning of a missionary

· a dedicatory service

· a promise by the church to support by prayer and giving

· a public and united prayer of God's special blessing

· setting the person(s) apart for God's special task

· all parties commit before God and one another to do their own individual part in spreading the Gospel message

Agree or disagree:  “You are either a missionary or you are a mission field”
	Agree
	Disagree

	· if you know Jesus, you need to be sharing about Him

· if you don’t know Jesus, someone needs to be telling you

· who else would do that but another believer
	· not everyone has the gift of evangelism

· we cannot all go to a foreign country and learn a new language

· someone has to stay at home and do the sending

· look at the Antioch church, not everyone went


God won’t  send all of us to a foreign country, but where could he want us to go?

· next door

· across the street

· across town (to a different socio-economic area)

· on a mission trip to help in some task that a foreign missionary needs done but doesn’t have the time or resources

3.2 Grow People Through Teaching
Listen for follow up activities to church planting.
Acts 14:21-22 (NIV)   They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, [22] strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. 

 What were the follow up strategies and ministries done by Paul and Barnabus?

· visit the churches in person

· strengthen the new believers, the disciples

· encourage them to remain true to the faith

· warn them to remain true to their faith in Christ

· prayed with them, for them

Why is it important to inform new believers that they may still experience difficulties, even though they have trusted Christ?

· that’s the reality of life

· then they are not blindsided by a tough situation

· they also need to learn that God is sufficient for such situations

· even more, we find that God uses those bad times to accomplish positive things for the kingdom of God

Why do you think it is important to continue to disciple new believers, once we have led them to Christ?

· new spiritual life is similar to new physical life

· we don’t just leave a baby Christian to his/her own devices

· they need guidance, teaching, encouragement

· proper actions need reinforcement, wrong actions need to be confronted

· assurance of God’s working and the missionaries’ continued concern

What kinds of ministries should happen in our churches for shepherding new believers (or even older believers)?

· new believers classes

· classes for children who have declared their faith in Christ

· witnessing training (such as FAITH)

· classes which lead to baptism

· Sunday school / Small Group Bible Study Fellowship

· premarital counseling

· counseling for families in crisis

Missionary activity also includes Bible college and seminary training for believers to become 

· pastors

· teachers


This is both here at home and in foreign cultures

· Christian workers

3.3 Connect to the Kingdom
Listen for additional activities of  Paul and Barnabas.
Acts 14:23-28 (NIV)    Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. [24] After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, [25] and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.   [26] From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. [27] On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. [28] And they stayed there a long time with the disciples. 

Why was it important for them to leave someone in charge in each of the new churches?
· these were to be important centers for the spread of the gospel in that area

· without leadership the group could flounder or be aimless in their activities
· they needed to realize the significance of the spiritual ministry they had

· Paul and Barnabas had other churches to plant, other cities in which to preach the Good News – local leaders would continue with the local ministries

What in these verses indicates that God wants believers to cross geographic and cultural boundaries to tell the lost about Jesus?

· they had been specifically called to do this

· they had completed the initial task

· God had worked through their efforts

· God had opened doors for Gentiles to be receptive to the message

Why was it important for Paul and Barnabas to return and give the report of what had happened on their journey?

· verified to believers there that their decision to send them was right

· what they had understood God to be saying was true

· God had answered their prayers

· their donations had been well spent

· communicated the ongoing need for more outreach, further trips

Why is instilling a passion for missions an important part of making disciples?
· churches need to hear and heed what God is doing around the world

· younger generations need to learn what opportunities are available for them to invest their lives in God's ongoing outreach to a needy world

· God doesn’t intend for a church to be an exclusive religious “club”

· part of being a follower of God is to have the same passion God has for the lost

· every believer should be exposed to and challenged with this fact

What are ways that this can happen in our church?

· tell missionary stories in children’s classes

· take youth groups on mission trips where they share the gospel in different ways (puppet shows, drama, music, sports)

· invite missionaries to your church to share what God is doing and how we can be praying and financially supporting the work of building the Kingdom of God

4. Application
4.1 Local churches are called to evangelize the lost in our own areas and send missionaries to other areas.
· Church leadership play a key role, but all of us need to be involved

· Pray that God will call young people in our church to full time Christian service as pastors or missionaries

4.2 Preaching and teaching are necessary in winning the lost and starting churches.
· Missionaries need to continue to disciple new believers, and newly planted churches
· New churches need strengthening, encouraging, challenging

· Find out about missionaries our church supports … pray for them by name this week
4.3 Securing good leaders is crucial for all churches
· Pray for the leaders of our local church – from the pastors to the small group leaders

· Pray for leaders of new churches being planted

· Pray that the “Lord of the Harvest” will call young believers to be pastors, deacons, teachers
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