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Enduring Faith

1. Motivate

What are your best tips for enduring a long road trip?

· stop every couple of hours

· nibble on honey-out cheerios

· listen to audio books

· splash water on your face when you stop to help keep awake

· drive without your shoes on, better tactile sense on your feet

· have things for the kids to do (video screens with movies, video games)

2. Transition

We all need endurance … in different areas of our lives

( Today we look at faith that endures
3. Bible Study

3.1 Doing What Is Good and Right
Listen for why to obey authority.
1 Peter 2:13-17 (NLT) 13 For the Lord’s sake, respect all human authority—whether the king as head of state, 14 or the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those who do wrong and to honor those who do right. 15 It is God’s will that your honorable lives should silence those ignorant people who make foolish accusations against you. 16 For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as an excuse to do evil. 17 Respect everyone, and love your Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God, and respect the king. 

What words do you see in the passage that had to do with showing respect?

· submit yourselves

· supreme authority

· doing good

· show proper respect

· love

· fear

Who are the entities to whom we show respect?

· king

· governors

· all men

· brotherhood

· God

What reasons does Peter give for this respect?

· it is God's will




( a spiritual reason

· the government requires obedience, civility
( practical reason

· for the praise of them that do well


( as a witness

What would be the modern equivalent of some of these?

· king 



( president, national government in general

· governors 


( state, local officials (including officers of the law)

· masters (in the next passage) 
( employers

How do we submit to and honor leaders we disagree with?

· honor the office or the position

· pray for them

· remember that 

· Remember that  The king’s heart is like a stream of water directed by the LORD; he guides it wherever he pleases. Proverbs 21:1 (NLT)

Why does God allow government, even if it is a sinful and harsh one?

· it still gives some sense of order to society

· it holds off anarchy, chaos, lawlessness

· provides a structure for how people get along with each other

· God’s plan is bigger than any one government or nation or leader
What did Peter tell his readers not to do with their freedom?

· not to use it as an excuse

· not to use “freedom” to go and do evil

· remember that you are a “slave” to God … it is a different kind of freedom

So, how does being slaves to God set believers free?

· When you are a “slave” to God, you have voluntarily  submitted to His rule in your life

· He then empowers you to live free from slavery to sin …

· free to live a life of holiness/separation

· free live in righteousness … to do the right thing

· free to serve God

· free to minister to others, to show agape love to others

Where do we draw the line between humble submission to human authority and our right to speak out concerning issues with which we do not agree?

	Under a democratic system
	In a repressive system

	· state your opinions within the limits of the law
· vote for the person you believe is the best

· work to have honest and honorable people elected

· use the opportunities and advantages of free speech to declare Truth, to state what is right
	· be careful what you say for your safety
· if something goes against God’s Word or God’s principles, try to carefully do the right thing

· you may have to defy the government, being willing to face its punishment

· carefully study examples of civil disobedience in Scripture


3.2 Hardship Involving Faithfulness to God
Listen for words that denote respect.

1 Peter 2:18-20 (NLT)  18  You who are slaves must accept the authority of your masters with all respect. Do what they tell you—not only if they are kind and reasonable, but even if they are cruel.  19  For God is pleased with you when you do what you know is right and patiently endure unfair treatment.  20  Of course, you get no credit for being patient if you are beaten for doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing good and endure it patiently, God is pleased with you.   
What words or phrases describe how we respond to authority of masters/employers?

· accept authority
· respect

· do what they tell you, obedience

How will God react to this respect and obedience?

· God is pleased

· God is glorified

What are the two reasons that a servant/slave/employee might suffer or be punished?

· you are found doing wrong

· you deserve it

· no credit to you

· you are doing the right thing and get punished anyway

· if you take it patiently

· this is commendable before God

What are some examples in our culture of suffering unjustly due to one’s faith in Christ?

· you are classified as foolish or “fundamentalist” (used as synonyms)

· passed over for promotion – you refuse to “go along” to get along
· repeated exposure to coarse talk – done on purpose because you are known to be a Christian

· loss of contracts because you refuse “money under the table” deals

· made fun of for your faith, your witness

What are some examples in heathen or atheist cultures of unjust suffering for faith in Christ?

· imprisonment, torture, death

· boycotted by unbelievers or those of other religions

· loss of jobs or status

· in some cultures when someone becomes a Christian, they are considered dead, a funeral is even held

What do Christians in such cultures need?

· prayer

· patience

· wisdom

· endurance

 3.3 Trust God in Every Situation
Listen for Christ’s example.
1 Peter 2:21-23 (NLT)  21  For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps.  22  He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone.  23  He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. 
To what were the believers called?

· suffering

· even if t means suffering

· following in Christ’s steps

So how did Christ respond to suffering?

· never sinned

· never deceived anyone

· did not retaliate when He was insulted

· left His case in the hands of God

Why is it so hard to suffer in silence without retaliating? 

· goes against our human nature
· is opposite of our attitudes of fairness

· we are “wired” to protect ourselves and to make sure we’re not hurt/abused any more or again

We would rather be spared the suffering than endure through it. Why do you think God allows the suffering we experienced?

· we learn God’s sufficiency

· we learn to trust God in all kinds of situations

· we experience God’s power to deal with the situation

· we realize that God is loving and wise and sovereign

What encouragement did Peter offer to those who suffered unjustly?

· God is pleased with you when you do what is right

· remember Christ’s example, follow His example

· leave your case in the hands of God

· remember that God is just, God will do the right thing

What more is required besides merely imitating Christ?
· faith in the Truth God gives us

· trusting God’s Holy Spirit to empower us to make right choices

· seeking God’s wisdom in knowing how to respond

· following God’s guidance

· note that Jesus the Son trusted God the Father … that goes far beyond simple imitation

4. Application
4.1 Acknowledge the difficulty
· Identify a circumstance in which you are having difficulty trusting God

· Each day this week, confess to God your difficulty.

· Tell Him you believe in His sufficiency and faithfulness.

4.2 Overcome the “what-if’s” 
· Maybe there are possible problems you see ahead that would keep you from obeying God in  difficult situation

· Admit your hesitation to God

· Confess your desire to trust Him

· Pray for guidance and strength to do so
4.3 Open your eyes to new possibilities
· Ask God to show you where He is working in your community

· Ask for His guidance into new areas of service you may never have considered

· Tell Him you are trusting Him for each step of obedience

Remember that these are God-given roles for human rulers and authorities





To know how and for whom to pray, check out Voice of the Martyrs at � HYPERLINK "http://www.persecution.com/" ��http://www.persecution.com/�
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