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Earn Money Productively

1. Motivate

What do you wish people knew about your work?

· how interesting it is

· how hard it is

· the people I meet

· where I get to go

· what I get to see

· how many hours away from the workplace I still have to work

· the great/goofy/funny/weird people I work with

· how hot/cold/lonely/dirty/busy it is
2. Transition

Work isn’t always easy, but it is necessary!
· Today we look at both some Old and New Testament advice about work

3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Productive
Listen for the example of an insect.
Proverbs 6:6-8 (HCSB)  Go to the ant, you slacker! Observe its ways and become wise. 7  Without leader, administrator, or ruler, 8  it prepares its provisions in summer; it gathers its food during harvest.
How did the wise teacher illustrate the truth he sought to impart to his learners?
· the industriousness of ants

· you can learn from them

· they have no obvious leader or boss

· yet they work all the time to prepare for times when food is not available

· they gather and store for as long as it is available

What remarkable truth does the writer see revealed by an ant?

· it displays wise behavior

· ants don’t seem to have bosses or administrators

· despite that they work to store up food when it is available

· they don’t waste time and end up without any means of support

What elements of an antlike work ethic would honor God if practiced in our lives?

· diligence

· faithfulness without a leader

· planning ahead

· hard work

· doing the right thing instinctively 

What lasting lessons have you learned from working?

· honest day’s pay for honest day’s work

· if you work, you earn

· you can advance if you keep working hard

· you can earn enough for a decent life if you keep at it

· don’t give up

· sometimes work is unpleasant, but you keep at it any way

Ants do their tasks instinctively.  What has to be true in our lives if we are doing the right thing “instinctively”?

· surrendered to, committed to God’s rule in your life

· sensitive to God’s Spirit guiding your decisions

· a working knowledge of God’s principles as taught in Scripture

In what ways does hard work reflect the character of God?

· God has the power to do a good job and He does it

· God has done a beautiful job of engineering the universe

· God is the one who designed and maintains the workings of nature

· Looking at the beauty of nature reveals the work of God’s hands

· creation is amazing, God worked both smart and beautiful

3.2 Don’t Be Lazy
Listen for a warning.
Proverbs 6:9-11 (HCSB)  How long will you stay in bed, you slacker? When will you get up from your sleep? 10  A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the arms to rest, 11  and your poverty will come like a robber, your need, like a bandit.
 More than rest, what do sleep and slumber represent in these verses? 
· laziness

· someone who refuses to get up and face responsibilities

· avoidance of one’s responsibilities

· indolence, idleness

· slackers
What does it mean to be lazy? What are some synonyms for “lazy”?

· not liking to work hard or to be active
· not having much activity
· moving slowly
· idle

· indolent

· lethargic

· languid

· sluggish

· slothful 
What is the potential result of idleness? 
· poverty comes like a robber

· you will be robbed of what you really need to do or be

· failure

· loss of all that is important to you

Why might we conclude laziness a spiritual problem?

· God has given us capability to work, to earn a living

· when we reject that, we are rejecting God’s plan

· laziness demonstrates lack of concern for our family

· shows we want to depend on others to meet our needs, not our own strength and skills that God gives

What is the difference between laziness and leisure?
	Laziness
	Leisure

	· ongoing avoidance of work

· neglecting responsibilities

· lifestyle of doing as little as possible
	· scheduled part of life

· one of the parts of life that also includes faithful meeting responsibilities


How do we balance work and leisure?

· leisure is meant as a time of retreat or refreshing from major responsibilities

· when we work hard we need rest and change of pace to “recharge our batteries”

· make sure to complete work tasks, then spend time to be re-energized
What are some differences between diligence and being a workaholic?

	Diligent
	Workaholic

	· work hard without being told

· know the right thing to do at the right time

· a self starter

· work is put in proper perspective
	· obsessed with the tasks at hand

· forego other important responsibilities (like family and personal health)

· the job becomes an idol


What can a believer do to have more of an attitude of diligence, even when the task may be menial?

· look for ways to do the best job possible

· pray as you work … for co-workers, for supervisors, for family, etc.

· ask God to help you have an attitude of diligence … even when the work is boring

· be an encouragement others around you, instead of always joining in complaining

Not working hard enough (the sluggard) can be negative, but working too hard can also be negative.  How do we find a godly balance in our work?

· ask God to help you find that balance

· realize there are different areas of your life which all need attention (family, work, church, etc.)

3.3 Be An Example
Listen for work habits Paul displayed.
2 Thes. 3:6-9 (NIV)  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. [7] For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, [8] nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. [9] We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow.
Whom does Paul say we should avoid?

· Christian brethren who are idle

· believers who do not live according to teaching of scriptures

How can associating with idle, lazy people influence your work habits?

· you pick up those same characteristics

· you emulate their actions and attitudes

· other people will see you with them and make similar assumptions about you

· you seek to have these people’s approval and tend to set aside any good work habits you might have in order to fit in

What kind of example did Paul demonstrate?

· Paul did not sit around idly

· he didn’t “freeload” on people for meals

· he worked night and day

· he worked with the purpose of not being a burden to anyone else

· he might have deserved support from the folks in the church, but did not take advantage of that right

How would Paul’s example translate or apply to us today?

· don’t be a couch potato

· don’t get a reputation for always showing up for the covered dish dinners, eating like a hog, and not bringing much of anything

· be a good steward of your time

· don’t take advantage of the kindness of others

Why is it wrong to have different attitudes about your secular or daily work and the work that is done in the church?

· as believers we should not separate our lives into the secular and the spiritual

· believers are to demonstrate their faith in all areas of their lives

· Paul neither stated nor demonstrated any such separation

· what Paul demonstrated was a mix of sacred and secular … his vocation supported his ministry … they complemented each other
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Application
Assess

· Look at the description of the sluggard

· Compare that list to your own work habits

· Determine if anything needs to change in your life

Set Goals

· Make a specific plan for how you want to approach and engage your work

· Set goals that will help you find the right balance between being lazy and a workaholic

Encourage others

· Make a deliberate effort to encourage one or more of your coworkers this week

· Write a card, send a text, or initiate a conversation

· Be specific regarding what you appreciate about that person’s approach to their work

Work Crossword


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


3. the ant gathers _?_


4. how long will you stay in bed, you _?_


6. no work, no _?_





Down


1. poverty will come like a _?_


2. keep away from every brother who is _?_


4. a little _?_, a little slumber


5. go to the _?_ you slacker!
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