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Center of My Life
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What are some reasons people look in the mirror?
· comb  hair

· shave

· check teeth

· put on makeup

· adjust clothing

· see what is behind your car or beside it

· see what is wrong that needs fixing … if possible

2. Transition

Consider that the biblical worldview and the doctrine of Christ is a “mirror.”

· It shows us what is wrong

· It guides us in how to fix it

Today ( we look at how Christ should be at the center of our lives – convicting and guiding us

3. Bible Study

3.1 Cultivate a Christ-Centered Character
Listen for the “old clothes” that we are to get rid of.

Col. 3:5-10 (NIV)   Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. [6] Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. [7] You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. [8] But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. [9] Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices [10] and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  …  [14]   And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.    [15] Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  … [17] And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

List the things which the believer is to put off, put to death?

· whatever belongs to earthly nature

· sexual immorality, impurity, lust

· evil desires

· greed (which is idolatry)

· anger, rage, malice

· slander

· filthy language

· lying

Why do you think Paul equated greed with idolatry?

· idols are something or someone which become more important to you than God

· the greedy person is always wanting more and more of something … to the point of becoming a consuming attitude

· the “stuff” we pursue greedily becomes an idol

How do you “put to death” things like lust or greed?

· it becomes a spiritual exercise

· you must confess it to God … agree with Him that your attitudes and actions are sinful

· repent of these things … declare that you are giving them up, you are turning around and heading your life in the opposite direction

· depend on God’s strength to leave those things behind

What instructions do we see in verse 10?

· we are to “put on” the new self

· become renewed in knowledge of God

· become re-created in the image of the Creator

Paul says to “put on” the new self … why would just “putting off” the old self not be enough?

· we might refer to the results as a “power vacuum”

· someone or something must be in charge of our lives

· just getting rid of wrong influences is not enough

· those “authorities” in our lives must be replaced by Christ as the only authority

When Paul says “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts” he uses a term similar to the rule of an umpire or referee in a sports competition.   What kinds of rulings does an umpire or referee make?

· strike or ball

· in bounds or out of bounds

· safe or out

· foul or no foul

· legal or illegal action

How would this apply to the “peace of Christ” making the calls, making the rulings in our relationship with others?

· Christ has forgiven us

· His Holy Spirit guides our decisions to forgive others

· where humanly we are not inclined to forgive, God would make the ruling that we will forgive

· we need to surrender to that absolute authority of God’s Spirit within us

How does love bind together all these virtues?
· it’s the basis or background quality which motivates the others

· it means to put others first

· then you won’t act in greed or in anger – which are actions against  others

3.2 Have a Christ-Centered Home
Listen for instructions to different family members.
Col. 3:18-21 (NIV) Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. [19] Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. [20] Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. [21] Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 
What should a Christ centered home look like from a husband and father’s point of view?

· realization he is the leader

· realization of the responsibility of protecting, caring for, providing for the family

· love your wife as much as Christ loved the church – that is, willing to die for her

· don’t act harshly towards wife, kids

· working together, united in raising children

· don’t be so authoritarian that it makes kids bitter

What should a Christ centered home look  like from a wife and mother’s point of view?

· submit to husbands (cannot be forced to submit … then it’s not submission)

· realize he is the leader, voluntarily receive his leadership

· augment his skills with yours – together, manage household

· united with husband in guiding, training, teaching the children

· cooperate in managing finances

What should a Christ centered home look like from a child or teenager’s point of view?

· parents in charge

· obedience to parents’ rules

· see the parents depending on God for wisdom to train them

· learn from parents’ modeling of a Christ centered life
· always learning new ways to partner with the rest of the family (parents and siblings) in responsibilities within the household activities (chores)

Why is it important to have Christ as the center of one’s home?

· He gives a solid foundation of Truth on which to base our lives

· gives proper direction to our attitudes and our actions

· as mentioned at the beginning of class, Christ’s Truth is the mirror by which we see what is wrong and needs to be fixed

· His Truth is also the “owner’s manual” by which we know how to make needed corrections

How do we make Christ the center of our homes?

· learn, love, and live God’s Word (see 40 Days In God’s Word, Saddleback Church)

· go to church together as a family

· become involved in church ministry

· consider teaching a SS class your child is in – children see their parents in a little bit different light (might not work for all families)
What do 
3.3 Be a Christ Centered Witness
Listen for how we should talk.
Col. 4:5-6 (NIV)   Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. [6] Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

What did Paul say about the Christian’s public life? 

· wisdom in how you act towards outsiders

· take every opportunity to influence them for Jesus

How should believers speak to others? 

· full of grace

· kindness, even though undeserved

· seasoned with salt – interesting

· with wisdom .. able to answer questions about your faith, about your Christian world view

What happens when you leave salt out of a recipe? 

· doesn’t taste good

· taste’s flat

· something is just plain missing

So what do you think Paul meant about our speech being seasoned with salt?

· interesting

· attracts others

· thought provoking

· stimulating

· motivating

· fascinating

How would this help draw people to Christ?

· doesn’t turn them off to Jesus

· shows that a person who knows the Lord is credible, believable, worth knowing better

· doesn’t harangue them, draws them in, sparks interest in what we believe, what we say
How would we apply this to what Paul says about knowing how to answer anyone?
· work at being interesting to whoever you talk to 

· able to talk to children, teens, families, senior adults

· avoid the jargon of religion

· think ahead of time how you can share in an interesting and understandable  what Christ means to you, no matter who you are talking to

4. Application
4.1 God calls believers to be dead, unresponsive to a life of sin
· What kind of negative behaviors can you “put off” like old and dirty clothing?

· Replace these things with attitudes and actions that glorify the Lord

· Allow the peace of God to be the “umpire” in your life, to whom you give control

4.2 Scripture has much to say about the importance of families
· Husbands and wives have important and cooperative roles

· Obedient children have a promise – long life
· Leadership roles of the parents must not be over authoritarian, lest children become exasperated, discouraged
4.3 Believers are called to be good stewards of time and talents
· Make the most of the opportunities God provides

· Ask the Lord this week to make your conversation helpful, uplifting, and attractive to others

Basically the team of referees have absolute authority … cannot be overturned.








