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Caleb: Unwavering Faith

1. Motivate

What kinds of risks are involved in standing up for what you believe? 
· made fun of

· could lose a job

· lose face in the community

· might end up looking like a fool

· lose money

· even if you are proved right, you might make enemies

· news media against you

· you go against a lot of people

· some Christians recently have lost businesses

· could get sued

2. Transition

When you choose to do the right thing, circumstances may turn against you

· Christ-centered living chooses trust in God, not circumstances.
· Today we look at two men who chose to trust in God, going against the majority opinion of the group

3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust God
Listen for disagreement.
Numbers 13:26-30 (NIV)  They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27  They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28  But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29  The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan."  30  Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it."
When the spies returned, to whom did they make their report? 
· Moses

· Aaron

· whole Israelite community

What positive information did the twelve spies include in their report? 
· we went into the land where you sent us

· it does “flow with milk and honey”

· here are examples of the fruit
What negative perspective was offered by some?
· people who live there are powerful

· cities are fortified

· cities are very large

· saw descendants of Anak there

· Amalekites in the Negev, Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites in the hill country

· Canaanites near the sea, along the Jordan

What did Caleb admonish the people to do? 
· we should go up and take possession of the land

· we can certainly do it

Why do you think Caleb’s perspective was different from the other spies?
· they saw the big cities

· they saw the warrior like people

· Caleb saw the potential, the opportunity

· He saw God at work
How would these reports, this debate affect the community?

· cause confusion

· polarize people’s opinions

· cause doubt in many people

· cause people to lose faith in God

What helps you trust God when you face obstacles?

· read God’s promises

· be reminded of how God worked in the past

· consider God’s power, authority, and love for us

· praying for wisdom, guidance

· believe that God is greater than any obstacle 

3.2 Trust God’s Continual Presence
Listen for a warning.
Numbers 14:6-10 (NIV) Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7  and said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good.  8  If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.  9  Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them."  10  But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites.
 What were Joshua’s lobbying points?

· we should go and take possession of the land

· we can certainly do it

· the land is exceedingly good

· if God is pleased with us, He will lead us into the land, He will give it to us

· don’t rebel now

· don’t be afraid of the people there … we’ll “eat their lunch”

· their protection is gone … the Lord is with us
Why would the majority of the spies (and now the rest of the people) pull back from the goal of claiming the promised land?

· it was a big land with big people

· at that time they were in a sense “on the run” and did not have a permanent base

· they would have to attack fortified cities … not just unprotected villages

· they didn’t have much of an organized fighting force, they had come out of a slavery situation

Caleb faced giants and fortified cities.  What kinds of “giants” do we face in our lives that cause our faith to waver?

· new situations (jobs, life transitions)

· sending our kids off to school, off to marriage

· dealing with a financial crisis or reversal

· pursuing a wonderful new opportunity that requires new adjustments

· loss of a family  member

Why do you think Caleb’s faith did not waver as he anticipated those giants and obstacles in this land of promise?

· he was looking at what God had done and had promised to do

· he focused on the possibilities, not the problems

· he believed that what God had said He would do would be true

· he was not trusting in his own strength

· he was trusting in God’s power and authority in the situation

If you have wholehearted faith like Caleb, what do you do about doubts and fears?

· talk to God about them

· find promises in God’s Word that speak to those issues, those principles

· admit your doubts and fears, confess them to God … agree with Him that they are wrong

· tell God you want to believe what He says, but your emotions are struggling

· the devil will be reminding you of the potential fears …  repeatedly remind yourself of what God says
3.3 Trust God’s Faithfulness

Listen for God’s response.
Numbers 14:21-24 (NIV)  Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth,  22  not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times--  23  not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. 24  But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.
What consequences did the Israelites receive because of their grumbling?  
· not one of the men who disobeyed would ever see the promised land

· they had seen God’s glory and miraculous signs in Egypt and in the desert

· their disobedience would result in not seeing God give them victory in Canaan 

· their contempt for God caused them to be banned from seeing the promised land

What did God say about Caleb? 
· Caleb was declared to be God’s servant

· he had a different spirit

· he followed God wholeheartedly

· I will bring him into the land he went to 

· his descendants will inherit it
Why was the generation of Israel prohibited from claiming the promise of the land God had given to their forefathers? 
· they saw God’s glory

· they had seen miraculous signs in Egypt and in the desert

· yet they disobeyed God

· they tested him (10 of them)

· they treated God with contempt 
· they refused to trust God, believe in His promises
How does complaining lead to making bad choices? 
· complaining focuses on the negative

· it is demonstration of lack of trust in God

· results in choices made while not trusting in God

· looks at the situation, ignoring God’s working 

How does God reward those who are faithful to Him, those who trust Him?
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answers to prayer

· guidance, wisdom, direction

· get to see God at work

· live a life of expectation of God accomplishing things
From your own experience what would you say to encourage others to trust God?
· God is greater than the circumstances

· God is powerful, God has the authority to work

· God loves you, wants to do good things for you and through you

· God has proved Himself over and over in my life, can do same for you
Application
Consider a set of circumstances that is causing you to waver this week.
· Share them with your group as class ends
Think about one specific person you know is dealing with difficult circumstances. 

· Write a note of encouragement to this person.

Spend some time researching and gathering some of God’s promises to His people. 

· Write these on note cards to carry with you to remind you of His faithfulness.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Caleb and Joshua Crossword


Numbers 13 & 14 (NIV)





More Family Activities at: � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/yb4vleq4" �http://tinyurl.com/yb4vleq4�





Down


1. the whole assembly talked about _?_ Caleb and Joshua


3. Caleb and Joshua _?_ their clothes in dismay


4. the land flowed with _?_ and honey


5. the cities there are fortified and very _?_


7. Caleb and his descendants would _?_ the land


9. had a different spirit


10. their protection is _?_


12. God had promised the land on _?_ to their forefathers


14. Only do not _?_ against the Lord








Across


2. No one who has treated me with _?_ will see the promised land


5. Caleb said, we should to up and take possession of the _?_


6. the spies displayed the _?_ of the land


8. Joshua was the son of _?_


11. Caleb _?_ God wholeheartedly


13. the people disobeyed God and tested Him _?_ times


15. God performed miracles in Egypt and in the _?_
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