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But Now … Victory

1. Motivate

When you hear the word “victory” what event or person comes to mind?
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Super Bowl

· World Series

· State championship

· “We’re going to Disney World”

· Ali, “I am the greatest, I am the king!”

· Wide World of Sports, “The thrill of victory, the agony of defeat” (and the guy falls off the ski jump)

2. Transition

Consider that Easter is the “Super Bowl” of all Sundays!
· Jesus was/is victorious over death

· Because of the resurrection, nothing can defeat you – not even death!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Because of Adam and Christ
Listen for a comparison.
1 Cor. 15:20-23 (NIV)   But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. [21] For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. [22] For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. [23] But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 

In what way did Christ’s resurrection lead the way for us? 

· He is the firstfruits of those who have “fallen asleep”

· He leads the way

· His resurrection makes ours possible

· because Jesus conquered death, it is conquered for all who receive Him as savior, those who belong to Him

Consider the concept of “firstfruits.”  This was established in Deut. 26.
Deut. 26:2 (NIV)  take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a basket. … [4] The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar of the Lord your God. [5] Then you shall declare before the Lord your God: … [9] He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; [10] and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O Lord, have given me." …  [11] And you and the Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the Lord your God has given to you and your household. 

What is the meaning of the “firstfruits” analogy? Why does Paul use it here, referring to Christ?
· the first of the harvest was brought before God in praise, thanksgiving and worship

· it was an act of faith … the first things harvested were given to God, trusting Him for the remaining crops to mature and be harvested

· Jesus was the first one to conquer death

· He comes before God the Father and we trust God to accomplish the same, that death will be conquered for us as well

· Jesus demonstrates the victory over death for all who put their trust in Him

What effect did Adam have on all humanity?

· Adam’s action brought sin to all humanity

· one man’s action affected the whole race

· one man’s action was representative of what is true about all of us

What effect can Christ have on all humanity?

· Christ’s death and resurrection affected all mankind

· He died that all men can be forgiven

· He took the punishment for all men, for all time, for all sins

· His resurrection defeated death for all men

· because He rose from the dead, all believers will also

· all believers are placed into, baptized into His death and resurrection

What is the order of events described in 15:23-28? 
· it all happens in this order

· Christ is the first, the firstfruits, He actually did rise from the dead – He was united with God the father

· then He will return from heaven to earth

· then all believers will be given new life, resurrection life, eternal union with God

What do you think is the point of the specific order?
· it gives us a sense of what to expect

· it helps to demonstrate how God has accomplished/will accomplish His plan

· we are also assured of His return, the Second Coming of Christ

3.2 Victorious because of the Resurrection

Consider 1 Cor. 15:55 (NIV) "Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?"    When have you most felt this sting of death?
· loss of a loved one – child, spouse, parent

· dealing with tragedy of others (tornado victims, accident survivors)

· victims of violence, terrorism – constantly in the news

· did you know that even when a person dies, an IRS return must be submitted for that year in which they died?

· on an anniversary of the death of someone close to you

· loss of someone who was important as a leader

Listen for the end of death’s sting.
1 Cor. 15:24-28 (NIV)   Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. [26] The last enemy to be destroyed is death. [27] For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. [28] When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.  

What actions or conditions did Paul identify that indicate the end will have come?
· Christ hands over the Kingdom to God the father

· Christ will have defeated death

· Christ will have defeated all opposition to God 

· all enemies of God will be put “under His feet”

What did Paul indicate had been subordinated to Christ?

· all dominions

· all authorities

· all powers

· all enemies

· including death

So, what does Christ’s resurrection have to do with the destruction of His enemies and death?
· up until then, everyone (except the event when Lazarus and others were resuscitated, and were alive again for a time) stayed dead when they died 
· death ultimately conquered them all

· Jesus was the first to defeat death

· death could not keep Him in the grave

In what sense is death “the last enemy”?
· all the other things, dominions, authorities, powers come and go … are victorious for a while and then are eventually defeated

· physical death is something that happens eventually to everyone

· consider that this includes spiritual death, our separation from God because of our sin

· that also was to that point a certain thing

· now Jesus had also made possible eternal spiritual life

· we will be eternally united with God 

What is the significance of everything being put “under His feet”?
· symbolic of victory in war, in personal battle

· you see many pictures of this – even today when a hunter has a picture taken with a big game animal

· showed disdain for the conquered foe 

· in some cultures placing the bottom  of one’s even just toward someone is an insult, let alone on them

At the beginning of the lesson we said, “because of the resurrection, nothing can defeat you – not even death!”  What other things besides death try to conquer us?

· worry

· anger

· greed

· lust

· desire for popularity

· desire for power

· health problems

· financial problems

· dealing with kids (of all ages)

· self-control 

Consider portions from Romans 6 (NIV)  …  We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? [3] Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? [4] We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.   [5] If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. …  [8] Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. …  [10] The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  … offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 

According to Roman 6, how does Christ’s resurrection defeat these enemies and give us new life?
· our old sinful nature was buried with Him

· we are united with Him in His resurrection

· we now live with Him

· we can now live victorious over all those sinful tendencies 

Since Christ is victorious, why do we still struggle with facing death?

· for now, for us it is separation
· God has wired us to hold onto, to protect our lives

· we have a survival instinct built in … in danger we learn to exercise fight or flight

· and we still grieve when we lose someone close to us

· this is normal … but as believers we have an advantage

· it becomes an issue of faith … to believe that what God has for us is better for our loved ones and better for us at the end of our time

· AND when Christ returns, we are promised a resurrection body

4. Application
4.1 Step into victory
· Accept by faith the gift of life Jesus Christ made possible through His death and resurrection

· Jesus offers forgiveness and spiritual healing from our sinful condition

· If you have not done so, acknowledge to God your sinfulness, turn away from your sin and turn to God, receive Him as your Savior and Lord
4.2 Claim God’s promise … memorize this verse
· 1 John 5:4 (NIV)   for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 

· Post it in a spot you will see it frequently
4.3 Increase your spiritual family
· Invite friends, neighbors, coworkers to our church worship service and small group Bible studies

· After they’ve heard the gospel, follow up with them

· Check the inside front cover of your Bible Study Guide for helps
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