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Building the Home I Need

1. Motivate

Describe what you think it means to “be at home.”
· able to relax

· where people accept you

· where you belong

· where love is shared

· where you feel comfortable

· it is a refuge from the rest of the world

· where you get “recharged” to go back out into the world

2. Transition

Today we look at a standard of godly behavior in the home, given in Proverbs 31
· It speaks to being a godly wife and mother

· The principles here can be applied to family relationships in general

3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Trustworthy
Listen for traits that identify the ideal woman.
Proverbs 31:10-12 (NIV) A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. [11] Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. [12] She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 
What traits do you see here that provide a good foundation for a home?

· noble character

· full confidence in each other

· bring good to the home, not harm

· consistent goodness … not turned off and on

What benefits come to a household that is founded on trust?

· peace

· joy

· love … and probably the rest of the Fruit of the Spirit

· no need to worry about what each other is doing

· unity

· the attitude of “we’re in this together” and we help one another

What are some behaviors that indicate someone is trustworthy.

· they do what they say they will do

· you can depend on their honesty

· they consistently make right choices

· you know they won’t go “behind your back” and turn on you

What kinds of things tear down that “full confidence” or trust in one another?

· sharp remarks, sniping at one another

· excessive spending without  consulting with each other
· significant decisions made without discussion

· impulsive buying

· excluding each other from events

So what kinds of things will build the “full confidence” described in the verses?

· seeking and respecting each other’s opinions

· willing to defer to each other from time to time

· recognizing and valuing each other’s opinions

· allowing one another to contribute their own personal skill set to the home and family
What can be done to restore trust in family relationships when it has been broken?
· confession and repentance … expressed both to God and to the rest of the family

· ongoing right choices and appropriate behavior

· demonstration of commitment to the family

· denying self to help the family and its situation

· seek help and counsel as needed

· express both in word and deed your commitment to the family relationships

If you have a relationship in which you feel you cannot trust the other individual, what could you do to change that?
· pray a lot

· give gradually more significant opportunities to demonstrate that trust

· pray some more

· seek godly counsel

· allow time for God to change that person

· in some cases forgiveness is all that can be offered and trust may not be able to be restored

3.2 Be Responsible
Listen for ways in which good management of the household is demonstrated.
Proverbs 31:15-20 (NIV) She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls. [16] She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. [17] She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. [18] She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. [19] In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers. [20] She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy. 
How does the capable woman provide for her family?
· provides food for family and household help

· involved in commerce – buying, selling, produce

· involved in providing for the family … clothes, food, shelter

What are some words and phrases that characterize being a responsible person?

· up early to do household tasks

· involved in commerce

· sets about her work vigorously

· sees that her trading is profitable

· lamp does not go out at night … don’t run out of fuel – or “we’ll keep the light on for you”

· able to be generous to those in need

How does the tension between being a responsible person and taking appropriate care of yourself affect relationships?

· easy to go too far in either direction – doing for self or doing for everyone else

· some folks feel guilty when they don’t do what they think is enough for needs of those in their care

· this can result in neglecting one’s own needs – making one less effective as a provider

· on the other side someone who is self-centered can miss opportunities to provide for family members and others who have needs

So then, how does one find the balance between responsibilities  and caring for one’s personal needs?

· takes a conscious effort to give similar effort towards both

· learn to take some personal time

· learn to be generous with time for others also

· ask God for wisdom for that balance

· most important to have personal time alone with God, 

· He then has impact on how you regulate your life

How can the gifts and abilities of one family member bless other family members?
· not unlike God’s Spiritual Gifts for the Church

· what one member lacks, another can be gifted or skilled in that area

· brings a balance and unity to the family  

· includes not only Mom and Dad, but children and extended family – in-laws and outlaws
When might withholding help or a gift is a responsible thing to do?

· when someone else needs to develop that same skill

· Mom might be super organized, but the children need to learn organizational skills for themselves and may have to suffer consequences of neglecting to plan

· Dad might be super good at finance, but Mom needs to learn how to balance a checkbook – especially since women more often outlive men

In what ways can the home be a source of help and blessing to the community?

· involvement in church outreach ministries

· participation in community projects

· involvement in kids sports leagues

3.3 Be Godly
Listen for spiritual qualities attributed to the good woman.
Proverbs 31:25-31 (NIV) She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. [26] She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. [27] She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. [28] Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: [29] "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all." [30] Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. [31] Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 
List qualities from the verses in these different categories.
	Spiritual
	Financial
	Family

	· wisdom

· faithful instruction

· fears the Lord
	· watches over affairs

· not idle

· works bring praise from community
	· strength

· dignity

· sense of humor

· family praise her


What do you think it means to “fear the Lord”?
· not to be scared like from a ghost story

· stand in awe of who He is, be awestruck with His power and authority

· obedient respect, worshipfully submit to Him

· to view Him with reverence that He is due

How does fearing the Lord and demonstrating these other qualities build strong relationships and the kinds of homes we need?

· God honors those who respect and obey Him

· the opposite attitudes and actions tear homes apart

· it takes work and stick-to-it-ive-ness  to raise a family which glorifies the Lord

· a balance of seriousness and humor keeps a family on track

· it keeps the main thing the main thing – no going off on tangents or being unbalanced in any direction
How can a godly person have a strong relationship with a family member who has no interest in God?

· continue to show love and kindness

· accept them for who they are

· follow Christ’s example – love the sinner but reject the sin

· don’t be preachy

· hold firm to your principles, do not compromise your standards – they will respect you for your integrity

Think who you would “rise up and call blessed.”  What choices have they made that merits this attitude on your part?

· faithful in following the Lord

· consistent in their faith


These are things you can pursue in your life
· concern for others

· selfless attitude

4. Application
4.1 Trust is an invaluable ingredient for establishing a stable relationship
· No price can be placed on godly character

· Ask God to produce godly character in your life and in the lives of your family members

4.2 We ought to be creative and industrious with the gifts God has given  us
· Look for ways to use your gifts and abilities to bless your family
· Ask God to guide your involvement in meeting needs of others around us … both spiritual and material needs
4.3 A godly person is one who strives to live a life marked by strong personal character which comes from a deep commitment to God
· Pursue God’s standards, not the world’s standards

· Be aware of those around you who fear the Lord and live faithfully unto Him

· Ask God to develop those same qualities in your life


5

