11/26/2017
Andrew: Active Witness

1. Motivate

In what situations in our culture do we haggle for a bargain?

· buying a car

· purchasing property

· at a garage sale

· buying a boat from a private party

· selling something to The Pickers

· maybe in a pawn shop

· at a farmers’ market

2. Transition

It’s easy to feel like you need to haggle or debate when you witness.

· The disciple, Andrew, invited people to know Jesus.

· Christ-centered living chooses simple invitation over pushy “sales” of one’s faith.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Invite an Encounter with Jesus
Listen for Andrew’s invitation.
John 1:35-42 (NIV) The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36  When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 37  When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38  Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39  "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour. 40  Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42  And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter).
What prompted John’s disciples to follow Jesus?

· Jesus came passing by

· John pointed Him out

· John’s declaration that Jesus was “the Lamb of God”

What action of Andrew testifies to the significance he placed on his personal encounter with Jesus? 
· left John the Baptist

· followed after Jesus

· spent the day with him

· heard what Jesus had to say, chose to become a disciple of Jesus

What was the first thing Andrew did after he had followed Jesus? 
· went and found his brother Simon Peter

· told him “we have found the Messiah (the Christ)

· brought him to Jesus

· note there was no sales pitch, no debate

· a simple declaration and invitation 

Verse 30 says that Andrew “followed” Jesus.  What does it mean to follow Jesus?  

· more than just tag along after him to watch what happened

· meant that Andrew chose to be with Jesus, to be under his teaching and influence
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learn what Jesus had to say

· apply Jesus’ teachings to his life

· become a witness to what Jesus did and why
What hinders us from following Jesus in that way? 
· not yet convinced that Jesus has something to say to me

· not willing to allow someone else’s opinions to affect my beliefs

· don’t see Jesus’ teachings to be Truth for me

· other distractions – my job, my material possessions, other interests

· confusion in my life, unable to understand Jesus teachings and ministry
Who is someone in your circle of friends, acquaintances, family that you could bring to Jesus like Andrew brought his brother?

· a family member

· fellow worker

· person you do business with, a restaurant server

· neighbor

Jesus is the best Christmas gift any of us have ever received … why is it easier to tell someone about a material or tangible gift we received than to tell them about Jesus?

· it is very personal

· we are afraid of being rejected

· we don’t know how (or think we don’t)

· we are not as excited about the Best Gift Ever as we should be

· we are not concerned about their eternal souls

What unique opportunities does the Christmas season afford to invite others to encounter Jesus?

· current events having to do with Christmas celebrations provide talking points

· invite people to musical events at our church or another

· invite people to your home to share in a personal celebration

· note that people of other cultures are often quite honored to be invited to share in your special celebrations

· invite neighbor children to a special “Happy Birthday Jesus” celebration where the Christmas story is shared
· go caroling to shut ins or elderly neighbors who would appreciate a visit

3.2 Lead Seekers to Encounter Jesus
Listen again for an invitation.
John 12:20-22 (NIV)    Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21  They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22  Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
Who approached Philip and what did they want?

· Greeks 

· God-fearing or proselytes who had come to join in the Jewish Passover feast

· wanted to meet Jesus

· asked Philip if they could see Jesus

· wanted to meet him personally, not just see Him from the crowd

How might we understand their request to Philip?  What was it that triggered their interest in meeting Jesus?

· might have heard about Jesus and were curious

· were drawn to Jesus’ teachings and miracles

· saw the personal love and concern that they didn’t see in the Jewish religious leaders

What kind of questions might a nonbeliever ask us about  Christ?
· who is Jesus, what does He have to say, how does He have anything to do with me?

· where does He get His power, His authority?

· how can He claim to be God?

· how can He be anything more than a good man, a teacher, and just a martyr? 

 How much do we have to know about Jesus before we can introduce someone else to Him?

· He was a real man who lived on earth

· He lived a perfect life, He was God – both fully God and fully a real human

· He died in our place, we deserved death for our sinfulness, He took that punishment/judgment upon Himself

· we can receive that forgiveness by repentance, confession of our sins, and faith in what Jesus did for us

What are some ways we can engage people and have an opportunity to invite them to meet Jesus?

· if you’re walking or exercising together talk to folks instead of remaining silent or just listening on your headphones

· maybe you’re at a child’s or grandchild’s sporting event where you can share your faith journey and introduce others to Jesus

· if you frequent a business and deal with the same person, you can start a conversation which leads to introducing him/her to Jesus

· invite people of other cultures to seasonal gospel presentations at your church – they likely feel honored to be included in your holiday celebrations

3.3 Be Clear about Following Jesus
Listen for how we follow Jesus.
John 12:23-26 (NIV)   Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24  I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25  The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26  Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
How was Jesus’ path to glory contrary to what most Jews usually thought?
· the Jews anticipated the Messiah to be a heroic military and/or political leader

· He would throw off Roman domination

· He would restore Israel to a powerful, prosperous, and influential kingdom

( The reality was that Jesus came as a suffering servant (Isaiah 53) who would end up dying – and rising again from death

According to Jesus, what attitude and actions constitute true discipleship?
· submission to God

· give up running your own life

· set aside your own gain in order to give of yourself to accomplish good for others

· follow Jesus – note our earlier discussion about what it means to follow Jesus

How do we too often “love” our own lives?
· pamper ourselves, spend on ourselves

· put our own desires and interests ahead of God’s plans for us

· ignore what God wants, do what I want

· I run my life, no one else does … not even God

· my interests are more important to me that God is 
How does Jesus want us to hate our lives? 
· put God first in your life, His desires and plans are most important to you

· deny self-desires

· submit to God’s control and direction in your life

· give of time, talent, and treasure to God’s purposes, God’s Kingdom
What would you tell someone about the challenges and benefits of following Christ?
	Challenges
	Benefits 

	· give up many worldly pleasures

· tithing

· live a life of purity

· tempted to be angry
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tempted with ice cream, cookies, other “substance” abuse
	· eternal life

· peace with God now

· God’s encouraging presence of the Holy Spirit in one’s life

· help and encouragement of the Body of Christ, fellow believers

· we find that the things we give up don’t matter all that much – especially long term


Application
Consider your story.

· Who introduced you to Jesus? 

· Call or write and express your gratitude to the person.  Even if they are gone to Glory, write out a thank-you.
Consider your schedule

· In your current schedule, what opportunities do you have to interact with people who are not Christians?

· If none, reevaluate how you can make room for those introductions.

Consider your preparation.

· Are you confident enough in Jesus to introduce someone else to Him? 
· Check out the suggestion on this week’s Family Activities web page
· Think of one specific person who needs that introduction, and resolve to make it when you see the person this week.
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Scrambled Tiles with a Secret Message
(list on board for later reference)





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





The answer to the above puzzle and more �family activities at � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/yddc8v9h" �http://tinyurl.com/yddc8v9h�





Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message.  You might want to cut the tiles apart and rearrange them in order to figure out the message!
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