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Why the Resurrection Matters

1. Motivate

What invention or innovation has been a “game changer” for you?
· computer

· cell phone
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spread sheet

· word processor

· food processor

· microwave oven

· ice machine in the fridge

· ordering on Amazon Prime

· on demand streaming of video

· dvr – digital video recorder

· the internet

· Google

2. Transition

We live in an age where we’ve come to depend on these innovations.

· We can mark our age by what it was like in the “old days”

· The one event that has changed people’s lives more than anything else is … the resurrection of Christ
3. Bible Study

3.1 Who Makes Our Resurrection Possible
Listen for a comparison.
1 Corinthians 15:20-22 (NIV)   But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21  For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
What is the meaning of the “firstfruits” analogy? Why does Paul use it here, referring to Christ?

· the first of the harvest was brought before God in praise, thanksgiving and worship

· it was an act of faith … the first things harvested were given to God, trusting Him for the remaining crops to mature and be harvested

· Jesus was the first one to conquer death

· He comes before God the Father and we trust God to accomplish the same, that death will be conquered for us as well

· Jesus demonstrates the victory over death for all who put their trust in Him

What effect did Adam have on all humanity? 
· Adam disobeyed God, he sinned

· this brought sin to all people, all who descended from him

· as if it is in our DNA

· we all are born with the tendency to sin

· scientists say some people are born with the tendency to overeat or abuse alcohol … this is an example of our bent towards sin

· we are condemned to spiritual death, separation from God

What effect can Christ and His resurrection have on all humanity?
· we are all made alive

· we can have the judgment of death replaced with the gift of eternal life, eternal union with God

· this is in contrast to what Adam accomplished

· to those who receive Christ, and trust in the Truth of what He accomplished in His death and resurrection, we are given the right to be children of God

What hope does Jesus’ resurrection provide for your daily life? 
· Jesus was raised from the dead – rescued from the separation of body and soul

· we can be similarly be rescued from spiritual separation from God

· true for this life as well as after this life

· we can be rescued from guilt and penalty of our sin

· we can also be raised from the power of sin over us in this life

· God can and does change our actions and attitudes and habits which formerly had dragged us down and enslaved us

3.2 Jesus Reigns as Lord over All
Listen for truths about Jesus’ rule.
1 Corinthians 15:23-28 (NIV)   But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24  Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25  For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26  The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27  For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 28  When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.
What is the order of events described in 15:23-28? 

· it all happens in this order

· Christ is the first, the firstfruits, He actually did rise from the dead – He was united with God the father

· then He will return from heaven to earth

· then all believers will be given new life, resurrection life, eternal union with God

What do you think is the point of the specific order?

· it gives us a sense of what to expect

· it helps to demonstrate how God has accomplished/will accomplish His plan

· we are also assured of His return, the Second Coming of Christ

What does Paul indicate has been subordinated to Christ? 
· all earthly dominions, authorities, powers

· all earthly kingdoms, nations, rulers, peoples

· all who are God’s enemies

What is the final enemy to be defeated and what does that have to do with resurrection? 

· death is the final enemy defeated

· separation from God is the final enemy

· all who are believers will be united with God for eternity

In what sense is death “the last enemy”?

· all the other things, dominions, authorities, powers come and go … are victorious for a while and then are eventually defeated

· physical death is something that happens eventually to everyone

· consider that this includes spiritual death, our separation from God because of our sin

· that also was to that point a certain thing

· now Jesus had also made possible eternal spiritual life

· we will be eternally united with God 

What other things besides death try to conquer us?

· worry

· anger

· greed

· lust

· desire for popularity

· desire for power

· health problems

· financial problems

· dealing with kids (of all ages)

· self-control 
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What kinds of things characterize a life that is totally submitted to Christ’s reign as Lord over all? 

· Jesus sits on the throne of your life

· Jesus is in control and “calls the shots”

· He gives guidance, wisdom

· He empowers, gives strength

How does Christ’s reign over all give you hope in the here and now? 

· He can rule in your life now and bring order and meaning to life

· Life is not meaningless existence

· we can have a meaningful personal relationship with the very God of the Universe

· He came to earth for the specific purpose of rescuing us from the penalty and the power of sin

· eventually, when He returns, we will be rescued from the very presence of sin

3.3 What We Do for Christ Matters
Listen for the culmination of Jesus’ Victory
1 Corinthians 15:54-58 (NIV)   When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."  55  "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"  56  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58  Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
How did Paul treat death in these verses; as friend or foe? 
· death is an enemy

· we fight against it

· we protect our lives with seat belts, vitamins, medication, medical procedures

· in today’s pandemic, we protect ourselves from death with face masks, 20 second hand washing, hand sanitizers, and social distancing

What shall happen to death? 
· death will be defeated

· it will no longer be victorious over us

· it will lose its “sting”

· the sting of sin will be defeated

Who is the source of our victory over death? 

· victory through our Lord Jesus Christ

· Jesus died to take away our spiritual death

· we can now be joined in a friendship with the God of the Universe

· when Jesus died and was resurrected, He payed the debt of judgment against us

· He took the death we deserved

· He gives us life that can never be separated from God

What charge did Paul give his believing friends because of this great assurance? What encouragement can we take from the fact that the work we do for the Lord is not in vain? 

· our spiritual ministries to others will not be in vain

· when Satan tries to convince us that the witness we gave was pointless, here we are told that it was not in vain

· God uses the things we do in Jesus’ name in a powerful way

· what seem to be mundane or small tasks we do all are used by God to accomplish great things

· that one little Operation Christmas Child shoebox reached a whole family for Christ

· your participation in the choir (even missing a note now and again) is beautiful music that praises and gives glory to God

· that rowdy Sunday school class of junior high boys you taught – the Seed, the Truth of God’s Word landed on good soil and is bring forth an abundant harvest
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Application
Confess. 
· If there is an area of your life in which you have allowed sin to have power over you, confess that to God. 
· Acknowledge that sin has no power over you because of Christ. 
· Choose to live under His lordship. 

Serve. 
· Find an area of ministry where you can get involved. 
· Do not let hesitancy or fears make you feel inadequate to serve. 
· Live under the lordship of Christ, knowing that you never serve Him in vain. 

Share. 
· Tell someone how the resurrection of Christ has made a difference in your life. 
· Lead the person to trust the resurrected Christ for new life
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Fallen Phrases Puzzle


A video introduction is available.  View it at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_8un3a1vc" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_8un3a1vc�  


If you don’t have Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download the video to your computer from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/vs94kw2" �https://tinyurl.com/vs94kw2� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





It’s a “disaster” all right.  We were fixing the sign and all the letters fell out of their columns straight down. Replacing some letters are easy to figure out, like where there’s only one blank in that column. Look for two or three letter words and figure what two or three letters in those columns make a sensible word.    If you get stuck, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/vs94kw2" �https://tinyurl.com/vs94kw2� .  There’s other cool stuff there also.
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