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When Materialism Consumes

1. Motivate

What’s the first thing you remember buying with your own money?

· toys

· swim fins

· ice cream

· a book

· an old car to fix up

· tools

· clothes

· presents for my siblings at Christmas

· a computer

· Legos
· a bicycle
2. Transition

We’re conditioned to value our “stuff” from an early age.

· Today we will consider a warning from Scripture about loving our possessions too much.

· Possessions never satisfy or last, But, the love of God does

3. Bible Study

3.1 Know and Love God
Listen for categories of believers.
1 John 2:12-14 (NIV) I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 13  I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. 14  I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
Name the three groups of believers John addresses.
· children

· fathers

· young men

What messages did he give to each group he addresses?

	Children
	Fathers
	Young Men

	· your sins have been forgiven on account of His name

· you have known the Father
	· you have known Him who is from the beginning

· (repeated)
	· you have overcome the evil one

· you are strong

· the word of God lives in you


Let’s note (mark) the phrases in these messages that John used to describe what it means to be part of the family of God

· sins forgiven

· you know the Father … the Eternal One

· you overcome the evil one

· the Word of God lives in you

If John meant the titles of the groups to be in a spiritual sense, what do you think he was saying about their spiritual status?

· had to do with spiritual age

· “children” were fairly new believers, recently came to Jesus

· “young men” begin to realize their spiritual strength, and the source of their strength … the Word of God, God’s Truth

· “fathers” are mature believers, they are well acquainted with God, they have experienced a longstanding relationship with Him
How has your faith deepened over the years?

· daily reading and pondering God’s Truth from the Bible

· applying the principles found there

· following God’s daily guidance

· applying faith and obedience to life issues faced over the years

· trusting God during the hard times

· praising and worshiping God through both good and bad times

So, what would these verses have to do with the theme of our lesson, dealing with the problem of materialism?

· our relationship to God has nothing to do with our earthly riches

· walking in faith and obedience is more important than our financial bottom line

· our salvation is what matters for eternity … when we die, we don’t take anything with us except our relationship with the Lord

3.2 Loving the World vs. Loving God
Listen for description of “the world”.
1 John 2:15-17 (NIV)  Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16  For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. 17  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.
What prohibition does John give to his readers? 
· don’t love the world

· don’t love the “stuff” of the world

What is John talking about when he refers to the “world”?

· note, he’s not talking about being against taking care of the environment

· the “world” has to do with the belief system of the secular world, rather than the physical environment around us

What does love for the world indicate about a person’s love for God?
· loving the world is in direct opposition of loving God

· the person who aligns with the attitudes and belief systems of the culture around him is not experiencing God’s love and direction 
What worldly things or values do we substitute for God?
· same as what John mentioned

· lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, pride of life

· the world substitutes lustful relationships for long term agape love relationships 
· what we see, we are tempted to acquire … newest, biggest, most impressive

· we desire popularity, power, prestige, authority over others
Why are the things and values of the world so enticing to us?
· we are bombarded with advertisements

· we are told “you need this”

· “you deserve this”

· we pick up on the attitudes of folks around us, on our culture which is “stuff”  oriented 

How can we differentiate between love for God and love for the world?
· look at your checkbook or your credit card statement

· where your treasure is, there is your heart

· not a bad idea to evaluate your spending … how much of it is for things that matter little, things that quickly fade away

What can we expect if we choose the way of the world? 
· world and its desire pass away

· we leave all our stuff behind when we die

· cannot take it with us

How do we navigate the tension between enjoying our possessions and being consumed by them?
· don’t love things and use people

· love people and use things

· always keep in mind that all that we have is “on loan” from God

· remember that God has provided all the material goods we have

· they are really His, for us to use as His servants

· keep your relationship to God as priority Number One … everything else is subservient to that

3.3 Show that You Love God
Listen for a definition or description of love.
1 John 3:16-18 (NIV)  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
So according to this passage, how do we know what love is? 

· example of Jesus Christ, laid down His life for us

· died in our place

· took the punishment (death) we deserved for our sinful lives

How then should Christians love?  If God’s loves dwells with us, what ought we to be willing to do with the resources we have at our disposal? 
· not with just words

· not with only what we say

· rather demonstrated by actions

· give of our resources to minister to others

· willing to give time, skills, finances to help others

Why is it easier to love with words rather than actions?

· it’s easy to talk a good line, harder to actually do it

· talk requires no commitment

· the saying goes, “talk is cheap”

What are some not-so-apparent needs of different age groups in our church?

· teens struggling with peer pressure

· young marrieds struggling with managing their finances

· young parents struggling with handling multiple little ones in diapers

· middle aged people acting as care givers for aging adults

· single parents trying to play multiple roles and make ends meet

· senior adults with health and finance concerns

Why do we sometimes fail to help these groups meet their needs, even if we are aware?

· you are probably in one of those groups, struggling with your own problems

· you don’t want to interfere

· easy to take the attitude, they got themselves into the problem, they can get themselves out of it

· there are so many needs … how can we even begin to meet them?

What steps can we take to overcome reluctance to help those we see in need?
· pray regularly for families around you (in church, in neighborhood, at work)

· ask God to minister to them

· ask God what role He would have you play in ministering to them
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Application
Pray. 
· Ask the Lord to help you love Him more than anything. 
· Pray that others would see your love and heart for Christ through your actions.

Evaluate. 
· Chart the many ways you use your money.

· List the possessions you own and their relative value.

· Consider what your possessions and finances reveal about your priorities and goals in life. 

· Is it evident that you love the Lord by what you do with what you have?

Give. 
· Think about tangible ways you can help someone in need.
· Find ways to use your possessions for the benefit of others. 
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Give things away as necessary as you seek to express the love of Christ to others.
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  A video is available for the application points.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_bwxu2bc4" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_bwxu2bc4� Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ydz8jcz9" �https://tinyurl.com/ydz8jcz9� 





The Maze of Materialism





To know God and to love him is better than being rich or having lots of things. We need to find our way through the maze of all the “stuff” in our lives. 
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