7/8/2018
What Happens Next?

1. Motivate

What do you like best about a fresh start, a new “life” in a video game?

· you get to play some more

· your past performance doesn’t matter

· hopefully you learn from your previous mistakes

· you do better this time around

· you are on a less steep learning curve

· you get an opportunity to do it right

· previous mistakes don’t count against you

2. Transition

Our real lives are far more important than a “life” in a video game.
· Today we look at the new existence, the new life we receive when Jesus comes again

· One day we will fully experience who God created us to be

[image: image1.png]YECTGGIETTAEUIRMOCEA
RTEHTSNPDEIGDNEYEEOA
EEBRREHISLAKELMTRVEP
ICUSCCEWNSHRAMASEVYEA
FERENORHTRUSTWORTHYS
NWNYGNIRPSULHHCIAEES
ONIDIDTAORROPOCHWATE
NGNINNIGEBLIMHPTTVID
ELGYENGJVYYEFLUEVERY
SMMEAGE AHEAWAY DR ENWE




3. Bible Study

3.1 Living in God’s Presence
Listen for new things and old things.
Revelation 21:1-3 (NIV)  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
What did John see once all the judgments had taken place? 

· new heaven, new earth

· first heaven and earth passed away

· no longer any sea

In his vision, what did John see coming down out of heaven from God? 


· Holy City, new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven

· coming from God

· prepared as a bride, beautifully dressed

What are implications for us that our present earth will pass away?

· as much as we enjoy our present surroundings, they are only temporary

· don’t spend so much of your resources gathering earthly “stuff”

· spend more resources on things that are eternal

· there’s lots of things we won’t miss (sinful influence, decay, …)

What do you think is the significance of the newness?  Why is it important to understand that heaven is a place where everything is made new?

· the old earth is so stained by sin, it will be replaced

· the new heaven is made even more beautiful

· Jerusalem had been destroyed at the time of John’s writing … it was rebuilt anew

· we are told that at salvation we are a new creation (spiritually)  2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  , then everything (including us) will be literally new creations

What does the voice from the throne say in verse 3?

· now the dwelling of God is with men

· He will live with them

· They will be His people

· God Himself will be with them and be their God

What do you think it will be like living with the continual and direct presence of God?

· will mean no presence of sin

· we will be totally in awe of Him

· we need not fear or worry about the things which trouble us now 

· He will be there in a literal sense and take care of all those things

· we will no longer be troubled with temptation

· we get to praise Him directly … whether we like traditional or contemporary praise and worship will not matter any longer

How should we handle life until we do experience the direct presence of God?

· tell God your pain and sorrows

· trust Him to carry you through the tough times

· lean on Him for the strength
· as members of the Body of Christ, support one another in times of need with practical
3.2 Living in a Perfect Place
Listen for what will be missing.
Revelation 21:4-5 (NIV)  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 5  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."
 What other harsh realities did John identify that the inhabitants of the heavenly city would no longer face? 
· God will wipe away every tear

· no more death or mourning

· no more crying or pain
Why will those things not be there? 
· these things are the result of sin

· for now, we are free from the penalty and the power of sin

· then we will be free from the very presence of sin

· death (physical and spiritual) will no longer be an issue

In what additional life situations will these verses give us comfort?

· loss of loved ones

· tragedies

· health crises

· our failures or those of people close to us

· when young men and women are sent into war

· when little ones suffer pain and suffering

Certainly it is appropriate to grieve for suffering and for loss of loved ones we experience in this life

( But we will be spared this in heaven

How can this vision of heaven have a positive effect on your attitudes and actions regarding health and relationship issues?

· our struggles are temporary

· we can be assured of the “light at the end of the tunnel”

· the results of the curse of sin will not last forever

· we can be assured of the restoration of a new and whole body

· issues between us and others will be resolved – our sinful inclinations will not be present in our hearts and minds

What mandate was given to John? 
· write down what you see

· write what I am telling you

· what I say, what you see can be trusted

· it’s all true … this is not a fanciful dream

What does it mean that the Lord sat on the throne?
· demonstrates God’s authority

· shows that He is the one in charge

· God rules

· He is King of kings and Lord of lords … line up all the presidents, prime ministers, governors, dictators, and other potentates … God is over them all 
3.3 Eternity Based on Knowing Jesus
Listen for an inheritance.
Revelation 21:6-8 (NIV)  He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7  He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8  But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."
What did the one on the throne promise to those who are thirsty?  
· God will give to drink without cost

· they will drink from the spring of the water of life

· seems to be a spiritual, not a physical thirst that one has

· we will find full satisfaction of our desires, our thirsts

What did the one on the throne promise to those who overcome? 

· inheritance of all God has for us

· an eternal and personal relationship with God

· we are and will be God’s children

What fate was assured for those who are evil?

· their place will be in the fiery lake

· it will be like burning sulfur

· fire and brimstone

· the second death
How do these promises reflect God’s character?

· loving

· righteousness / justice

· provides for us

· God’s omnipotence, power

· sovereignty, authority … God does as God pleases to do

How did the Lord identify Himself and what does the phrase say about Him?
· He is everything … Alpha to Omega, A to Z, all inclusive

· He is the beginning and the end

· He started things up, 

· He keeps things running, 

· and He will culminate things in His way and in His timing 
What are ways you can honor God whether you are still on earth or when you get to heaven?

· thank Him often

· participate in both corporate and individual worship

· pay attention to what He says

· be obedient and submissive to His direction in your life

· minister to others as God’s instrument
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Application
Pray a prayer of thanksgiving. 

· If you are a believer, take a moment to thank the Lord for placing you in His “forever family.”

· Thank Him for the grace that saved you.

Pray a prayer of salvation. 
· If you are unsure if you are going to heaven, talk to your group leader or check out the inside front cover of your student learner guide 
(also at https://tinyurl.com/yakxwrz8 )

· God desires to make things “new” in your life through His forgiveness and grace.

Share Christ with a friend or family member. 
· Set a time to share the gospel with someone you believe is far from God. 
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Help them understand that Jesus loves them, died for them, and is willing to save them from the penalty of sin.
Consider showing a video which narrates the scripture passage


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ydy7zy38" �https://tinyurl.com/ydy7zy38� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Oh my! There’s been an explosion and the words from the lesson landed all scrambled … up, down, left, right, even diagonal.   Find them in the grid.  The solution and other really explosive Family Activities are found at 


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ydy7zy38" �https://tinyurl.com/ydy7zy38�
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