7/12/2020
The Culmination of Our Hope

1. Motivate

When has the destination been worth the journey?
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a college degree

· proceeding down the marriage isle

· building a new house

· saving for a special purchase

· hiking up a mountain trail

· seeing your children finish their education and training

· giving for a new church building

· walking to the altar to make a profession of faith

· driving a long distance to your special vacation spot

· finishing an especially difficult course of study

2. Transition

When we begin a “journey” we hope it will be worth the effort.

· Some journeys are worth it, some might be a disappointment

· We can be assured that what we hope for in Christ will, indeed, be fully attained.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Humble Ourselves
Listen for Peter’s instruction.
1 Peter 5:5b-7 (NIV) All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  6  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  7  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
What imperatives did Peter issued in these verses?

· clothe yourselves with humility

· humble yourself under God’s mighty hand

· cast your anxiety on God

· know that God cares for you

What do you think it means to “clothe yourselves with humility”?

· humility could be like a covering for our personalities, as clothes cover our bodies

· when people see us, they see the covering of humility

· recall the phrase “clothes make the man” … maybe we could say “humility makes the Christian”

So what reasons are given for living humbly?

· God opposes the proud

· God gives grace to the humble

· in due time he will lift you up

· your anxieties of life are not handled by being proud, but by being humble

· God cares for you … you need not bear the burden of life on your own

What does it mean (and not mean) to “humble yourself”?

	Humbling yourself
	Not humbling yourself

	· trust God

· talk to God about your needs

· honestly realize your own limitations

· also honestly realize the gifts and skills God has given you

· use your gifts and skills depending on God’s working
	· “I can do it on my own”

· “I can’t do anything for God, so I’ll just do nothing”

· “I worked hard to get this good”

· never praying over your tasks (singing in choir, teaching SS, working with youth)


What kinds of cares and anxieties do we have that we try to handle in our own pride?

· our finances

· our family relationships

· our emotional struggles

· bad habits

Why can we trust God with those things that made us anxious?

· God loves us

· He is sufficient for all our needs

· He wants us to come to Him, to trust Him, to put ourselves in His hands

· He wants to meet our needs and then receive the praise and worship He deserves

What is the danger of trying to handle things on your own?

· you can easily mess things up

· you will become proud, taking the attitude that it was your own cleverness that accomplished things

· you end up feeling you don’t need God

How do these attitudes and actions contribute to seeing our hope in Christ be attained?

· by living in humility we learn to trust God, not ourselves

· we have an honest opinion of ourselves, we neither “puff ourselves up”, nor put ourselves down

· we know God is at work in our lives, shaping and molding us to be like Him

· we know it is God who has given us gifts with which we can minister to one another, the Body of Christ

3.2 Remain Firm, Resist Satan
Listen for warnings about Satan.
1 Peter 5:8-9 (NIV)  Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
What is the responsibility of the believer in the face of opposition and suffering? 
· be self-controlled

· be alert

· resist the devil

· stand firm in the faith

· realize you are not alone in suffering

How would you describe the way the devil works in our culture? 

· material temptations – advertisements

· visual and situational temptations in entertainment

· confusion of current events – pandemic, attacks on our society, extremes between political views and news reporting/opinions

· despair over financial, physical, relational crises

By what means can believers resist the devil? 
· stand firm

· be aware of his temptations, don’t fall for them

· don’t go places where you know there will be temptations

· don’t hang out with people who you know will try to persuade you to be involved in sinful pursuits

· don’t choose entertainment you know will expose you to visual and situational temptations 

· claim the whole armor of God – breastplate, helmet, sword, shoes, belt, shield

How can believers stay sober-minded and alert to the devil’s attacks? 

· regular (daily) reading and meditation on God’s Truth

· regular (daily) communication with God

· applying God’s Word to your life

· listen to and heed what God is saying to you through His Word, group Bible study, preaching and teaching

What benefit comes from knowing other believers also are suffering for Christ? 

· you don’t feel you are all alone

· if they can stand true to Jesus, you can too

· they have learned to trust God in face of opposition, so it’s possible you can also

· I am praying for them, they are praying for me

· don’t feel the guilt of being so bad that you are being punished for it … knowing it is the devil working against you (and them)

 3.3 God Restores
Listen for God’s power at work.
1 Peter 5:10-11 (NIV)  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11  To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
What quality of God does Peter identify that moved God to act? 
· God’s grace

· the fact that God freely blesses us in ways we don’t deserve

· included in grace is God’s mercy … he doesn’t punish us for what we actually deserve … that is a blessing

From what perspective can it be said that suffering is only for a while? 
· most physical ailments are not terminal – a cold, a broken limb, a childhood bout of chicken pox or mumps

· the loss of a home in a fire or tornado can eventually be replaced

· a financial setback need not be forever

· ultimately all suffering ends when we go to be with Jesus … Heaven is a safe place to be

What words or phrases describe how God would help His people during the season of affliction? 
· our calling to eternal glory

· God brings restoration

· He makes us strong, firm, steadfast

· God’s power

Think of a difficulty or situation in which you suffered for Christ’s sake that as you now look back on it you clearly see the mighty hand of God was at work to make you stronger? 

· given a new responsibility at work

· went through a bout with cancer that taught me to depend entirely on God’s strength

· loss of a family member – going through the shock and despair in God’s strength

· encountered financial setback – learned God’s supply was abundant

In addition to being a doxology, what declaration in verse 11 teaches us believers to have nothing to fear?

· God is all powerful

· His power is eternal

· He is eternal  … sees all of time past, present, future

· His power is at work to accomplish His best for us and for His glory
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Application
Write. 

· Review what this session—or the whole six-session study—has taught you about hope. 

· Write down your understanding of hope and its impact on you. 

Pray. 

· Write out 1 Peter 5:5b-11 and use it as a guide for praying. 

· As you pray, surrender to the Lord and His eternal purposes for your life. 

Pray together. 

· Gather with a few other believers and Pray together for the persecuted church. 

· Helpful prayer lists can be found online.
Crossword
Clues and words taken from 1 Peter 5:5b – 11 (NIV)


A video introduction is available. View it at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/1_ca15f0e8" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/1_ca15f0e8� 


If no Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download to your computer from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ybeboosg" �https://tinyurl.com/ybeboosg� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





More Family Activities at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ybeboosg" �https://tinyurl.com/ybeboosg� 





Across


3. He _?_ for you


4. same kind of _?_


5. standing _?_ in the faith


7. _?_ yourselves with humility


9. like a roaring _?_


11. to Him be the _?_


12. His _?_ glory in Christ


13. God's _?_ hand


15. in _?_ time








Down


1. looking for someone to _?_


2. God opposes the _?_


3. be self-_?_


6. cast your _?_ on Him


8. suffered a _?_ while


10. brothers throughout the _?_


14. _?_ to the humble


16. your _?_ the devil
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