1/19/2020
How Can God Use Me When Others Suffer?

1. Motivate

What are some movies or TV shows that speak to our desire for justice?”
· Law and Order

· Hawaii Five-0
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NCIS

· Blue Bloods

· Chicago PD

· Line of Duty

· Dirty Harry movies

· Hurcule Poirot

· Die Hard

· Heat of the Night

2. Transition

We like it when the good guys win and the bad guys end up in jail.

· We call for justice when we are hurt.

· Who will fight for other people who suffer injustice?

· God calls believers to stand up for those who suffer from injustice.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Religious Rituals Insufficient
Listen for God’s criticism.
Isaiah 58:3-5 (NIV)  'Why have we fasted,' they say, 'and you have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?' "Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. 4  Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. 5  Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
What question did the people have for God? Why did the people of Israel think they deserved God’s attention?
· why did we bother to fast?

· why didn’t you even see it?

· why have we humbled ourselves?

· you didn’t even notice

What criticism did God offer in His response? What fault in the fasting of God’s people prevented God from answering their prayers?
· on the day of fasting you do as you please

· you exploit your workers

· your fasting ends in quarreling and strife

· you end up in fist fights

· you cannot act like that and expect to have your prayers answered

What rhetorical questions does God ask?

· do you think this is the kind of fast I [God] want to see?

· do you think this is truly humbling yourself?

· is merely nodding your head true prayer

· what good does the outward act of lying on burlap and ashes really mean?

· is this really even a fast?  Is it acceptable to Jehovah God?

What might constitute "doing as you please" on the Lord’s Day? 

· if it’s too cold, too wet don’t go to church

· if it’s a beautiful day, go to the beach “I can worship God in the beauty of nature”

· “I need my rest – 9:30 is much to early on a weekend”

· stay home on Sunday of the “Big Game” … the preacher goes too long and we might miss the beginning 

Why would God oppose these kinds of attitudes? 
· these activities are more important to us than God is

· these become idols in our lives

· worshiping God becomes second or third priority in our lives
What are the benefits of religious activity in our lives?
· opportunity to draw close to God

· singing praises reminds us of Who God is and what He is like

· reading and studying God’s Word can speak to us
· God wants us to come to Him in prayer, talking to Him, listening to Him
Based on these verses,  what would be the possible dangers of religious activities?

· we can start to believe that just going to church is enough

· we think we are making points with God when we do religious things

· we can end up just going through the motions, with no effect on our lives

· “professing without possessing” our faith

3.2 Others in Need of Justice
Listen for God’s preferences.
Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV)   "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7  Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?
What words or phrases did God speak to redefine the kind of fast that was pleasing to Him? 
· loose the chains of injustice

· untie the cords of the yoke

· set the oppressed free

· break every yoke

What specific actions did He call for?
· share your food with the hungry

· provide the poor wanderer with shelter

· help clothe people in need

· don’t turn away your own people, your own family

Where do you see injustice and oppression operating in today’s culture?
· the poor struggle to get out of the cycle of poverty

· the right of the unborn are violated

· human trafficking

· abuse of the welfare system

· rich and influential people get preferential treatment, get away with actions that most of us would be arrested for

· politicians are not held accountable for their personal actions

· behind the scenes manipulating goes on in politics and business 

What obstacles might prevent us from working toward justice for others?
· it’s not my problem

· I don’t have any influence

· people that need help are not pleasant to be around (language, cleanliness, habits, etc.)

· lack of compassion – “they made stupid decisions, let them suffer or deal with it themselves”

· lack of resources

Where do you see God’s people effectively addressing these concerns?
· church benevolent ministries

· city mission ministries, Salvation Army

· taking the Gospel to people who have never heard

· mission organizations supporting medical facilities

· providing water wells through mission outreaches in arid countries

· prison ministries

3.3 Our Obedient Response
Listen for results of obedience.
Isaiah 58:8-11 (NIV)   Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 9  Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. "If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 10  and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 11  The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.
Identify the images that describe the blessings God gives to those who obey Him. 
· light break forth like the dawn

· your healing will quickly appear

· your righteousness goes before you

· the glory of the Lord will “have your back”

· when you call on the Lord, He will answer you

· when you cry for help, He will be there

What would these promises mean in practical terms?

· God sheds His light, wisdom on our situation

· healthy lives

· righteous character results in a good reputation

· God watches out for you, protects you, keeps you from being blindsided

· answers to prayer

· God’s presence is very real 

What requirements are specified so these things?

· do away with the yoke of oppression

· avoid accusations

· no gossiping

· spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry

· meet needs of oppressed

What does it mean to you to "spend yourselves in behalf of the poor"? 
· not just financial resources

· includes time

· energy – physical as well as emotional

· skills

· involved in meeting all kinds of needs of people around us

What illustrations did God use in verse 11 to illustrate His blessings on them in their restored relationship?
· the Lord will guide you always

· He satisfies your needs

· He will strengthen your frame

· you will be like a well-watered garden

· you will be like a spring whose waters never fail

What’s the connection between communicating the gospel message and the ways we meet the physical needs of others?
· talk is cheap – easy to say nice things and preach

· people might not be able to listen to your verbal witness if their growling stomachs are too loud
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Jesus ministered to all kinds of needs, not just spiritual

· we need to show the love of Christ by how we treat people

Application
Check your heart. 
· Pray about your attitude toward others facing injustice.

· Confess any apathy, indifference, or prejudice.

Check your surroundings. 
· Ask God to reveal injustice right in front of you.

· Ask for courage and the direction to follow His lead.

Check your opportunity. 
· Work with others to help those facing injustice. 
· For example, volunteer with a crisis pregnancy center or a ministry focused on aged adults.
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A video is available for the introduction.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_ra369otd" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_ra369otd�   


If you don’t have Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download to your computer for display in class.


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/rsnaa93" �https://tinyurl.com/rsnaa93� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Fallen Phrases





Oh, NO … that rock slide has knocked all the letters straight down.  Replacing some letters is easy to figure out, like where there’s only one blank in that column.  Look for two or three letter words and figure out what letters in those columns make a sensible word.  This is an important quote about when we suffer and others around us suffer.  If you get stuck, climb to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/rsnaa93" �https://tinyurl.com/rsnaa93�
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