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God’s Will and the Holy Spirit

1. Motivate
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When have you wished you’d realized when someone was trying to get your attention or get in touch with you?
· there was a phone call for me

·  “XYZ” – eXamine Your Zipper

· food on my chin at a fancy dinner

· there was a good business opportunity available

· as a restaurant server, one of my tables needed attention

· I was in a queue and it had gone ahead without me

· my car was fixed and I could come and pick it up

· my kids needed me and I didn’t realize it

· I was supposed to call home and never got the message

· a close relative was near death and I was on the road

· they changed the time of my flight and I ended up missing it

2. Transition

Sometimes it is God who is trying to get your attention.

· You want to be able to know what He is communicating.

· Today we consider the Truth of that the Holy Spirit will guide us in knowing God’s will.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Understanding God’s Wisdom
Listen for comments on wisdom.
1 Corinthians 2:6-8 (NIV)  We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7  No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8  None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
How did Paul describe or define the substance of the message he and his coworkers preached in Corinth? 
· a message of wisdom

· not from the world,

· not from the “rulers of this age” who are coming to nothing

· God’s secret message
To what did he contrast his message? 
· “wisdom” of this age

· “wisdom” of the rulers of this age (which means??)

· the world’s opinions or mindset

What are some different kinds of “wisdom” we normally think of? 
· academic wisdom – academic knowledge that can be applied to different areas of living

· educational wisdom – ability to teach

· financial wisdom – ability to manage money

· relational wisdom – ability to work with people

· scientific wisdom – understanding and application of scientific principles

· mechanical wisdom – good with cars and other mechanical devices

· spiritual wisdom – understand and apply God’s principles

· modern tech wisdom – good with smart phones, computers, tablets, etc.

What truths or wisdom about God seem hard to believe for people in our culture?
· how much God loves them

· how simple the salvation message really is

· that submission and obedience to God is such a positive and joyful way of life

· Jesus, the Son of God, the redemptive Person of God actually came to earth and lived as a Man

·  the concept of Jesus’ dying in our place to make possible our forgiveness of sin
In what way does the world’s wisdom fall short? According to Paul, where does the world’s wisdom lead?
· Paul said the wisdom of the world falls short

· ultimately comes to nothing

· doesn’t apply to eternal issues

· does not satisfy our deepest human needs
What did Paul mean in describing the wisdom of God as mystery?
· prophets of old didn’t really fully understand God’s plan of salvation

· unbelievers even today don’t understand what God is up to

· these were God’s plans and intentions, even before creation 

· only in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ had God’s purposes become evident 
Consider the fact that nowhere in this passage do the words “education” or “heritage” appear in relation to God's wisdom.  

This is because …

· God's wisdom is not a matter of exposure to a collection of facts or collection of knowledge

· God's wisdom is not a collection of information to be passed down to succeeding generations

· God's wisdom has to do with knowing Christ as one’s personal Savior

( Spiritual Truth is known only to those who

· believe what God says and 

· receive it in faith

3.2 The Holy Spirit Reveals the Mind of God
Listen for how God’s “mystery” is discovered.
1 Corinthians 2:9-11 (NIV)  However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"--  10  but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  11  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
 What is the essence of verse 9 and why is verse 10a essential to understanding Paul’s intent? 
· on our own we cannot know all that God has for us

· our academic knowledge is not enough

· our skills, abilities, and modern wisdom are insufficient to realize God’s purposes in our lives

· we need the guidance of God, Himself, in the person of God’s Holy Spirit

Who enables us to know and understand the things of God? 
· the Spirit of Jesus Christ dwells within our hearts and minds

· He knows and understands all of God’s purposes and plans for our lives

· He communicates those things to us

Why is the Spirit capable of making known the things of God to us?
· The Holy Spirit is God – He loves us – He is powerful to work in our lives, 

· He has authority to accomplish wonderful things in and through us

· He will impress upon our thoughts specific principles of Scripture we read or hear taught

· He plants specific thoughts and impressions in our minds and consciousness

· He guides us through the events and experiences of our lives – opening and closing doors of opportunity

Why do people often fail to see God’s purpose for them? 
· not looking for, not listing to what God has to say

· if you don’t read God’s Word, God’s message to you, you miss that input

· you can be so caught up in worldly pursuits that you ignore what God is wanting to communicate to you

· you might be in rebellion (active or passive) against God
How can we discern whether it’s the Holy Spirit who is speaking to and leading us?
· God’s communications to us will always be in line with scriptural principles

· an open door of opportunity seems to match the message of a verse or passage you read and study

· a closed door is followed by a new and different and better opportunity

· an activity of ministry you become involved in has positive results of God’s blessing and is a confirmation that this may well be God’s Spiritual Gift for you at this time

· a mature believer offers a word of advice or encouragement that fits with what God is impressing upon your mind at this time 
3.3 Depend on the Holy Spirit
Listen for the contrast between human “wisdom” and God’s true wisdom.
1 Corinthians 2:12-16 (NIV)  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13  This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 14  The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15  The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: 16  "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.
What characteristics will the wisdom that the Spirit teaches us have?

· spiritual Truth has its own vocabulary

· it is not human wisdom

· it is God’s wisdom

· it is not so much a case of the persuasion of logic or debate, it is Truth that is revealed by God, Truth that we accept by faith, because God said it
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According to this passage, how are spiritual and unspiritual people different? 

	Unspiritual People
	Spiritual People

	· not able to make valid judgments

· must rely on the judgments of other men (who themselves are fallible)

· do not have God’s mind or perspective
	· makes judgments about all things

· not subject to man’s judgment

· we have the mind of Christ 




What does it mean to have the mind of Christ? 
· be in harmony with God’s purposes for our life

· have God’s Truth as the basis for how you live your life

· sensitive to God’s Spirit convicting and convincing you of God’s purposes and desire for you

· God's Spirit brings thoughts into our mind that Christ wants us to know

· We are given the same mind set or attitude towards people and issues that Christ has (compassion for the lost, hatred of sin, etc.)

· God's Spirit helps us understand the Truths in God's Word
How can you know if you have the mind of Christ? 
· when you make decisions based on God’s commands, God’s Truth, God’s purposes

· when you make value judgements in line with Scripture

· when you have a sense of what God is doing in your life

· when you are able to calmly trust God in the midst of crises and turmoil of life

· your speech and your actions reflect the Fruit of the Spirit


Application
Pray. 
· Thank God for the presence of His Holy Spirit in your life. 
· Express a desire to let Him lead you in what you think and do.

Evaluate. 
· Take an inventory of your current thinking on important subjects such as  politics, marriage, work, church, family, and social issues. 
· Evaluate your views in light of what Scripture teaches. 
· Ask God to grow you in thinking with the mind of Christ in these matters.

Obey. 
· Act on what the Holy Spirit is leading you to do.

· It is as simple as that. 
· Delayed obedience is disobedience, so trust God to empower you in what He leads you to do.

Correct the Story     


A video for the lesson introduction is available.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_c6vx6h87" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_c6vx6h87�


Download (best if you have no WiFi where you teach) at 


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5k8t2mf" �https://tinyurl.com/y5k8t2mf� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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A Roman sergeant named Cornelius lived in Caesarea.  He and his family were not Jewish, but they worshiped God.  They didn’t know about Peter yet.  One day at about 3:00pm Cornelius had a picture of an angel of God.  The angel told him his prayers had been herd by God. He was told to send men to the city of Jerusalem to get Peter the apostle.


In Joppa, Peter was flying with a man named Simon.  He had a strange vision where a large sheet was lowered to the roof, filled with vegetables considered illegal and improper for Jewish people to eat.  A policeman told him to go ahead and kill and eat of the animals.  John refused, being a proper Jew.  The voice said, “Do not call anything expensive that God has made inexpensive.”


While Peter was laughing about the meaning of the vision, the messengers from Cornelius arrived.  The Holy Spirit told Peter to come and meat them.  They related how Cornelius had been told to ask for Peter to come and hear the message Peter would have for them.


Peter, directed buy the Holy Spirit, went with them.  Cornelius and his platoon were glad to here what Peter had to say.  Peter told them that he new know that God accepts  people from every denomination who fear and obey Him.








Oh, no … someone really messed up this story about how the Holy Spirit directed people.  He (or she)  used the wrong words in several places. The correct words are in the column on the right.  Help me make the corrections.  Find and cross out the wrong words, then write in the correct words.  Check the story from Acts 10 (NIV) if you get stuck.


More Family activities at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5k8t2mf" �https://tinyurl.com/y5k8t2mf� 
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