3/29/2020
Faith

1. Motivate

What are some things you’ve never seen but still believe exist?
· molecular structures

· whales

· surface of the moon – especially the back side

· a beating heart

· Mt. Rushmore

· Mt. Fuji

· Mt. Everest

· the Louvre museum in Paris

· the newest aircraft carrier or submarine

· the Hope Diamond

· Normandy beach
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the north and south poles

2. Transition

Some things we have to believe and take on faith.

· We are told by authorities they exist or we’ve seen pictures

· At the same time, we struggle with the reality of some things we’ve been told or shown. 

· But … we can confidently trust in what God says and does.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Faith Responds with Belief and Reliance
Listen for a definition.
Hebrews 11:1-3 (NIV)  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2  This is what the ancients were commended for. 3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
And a couple of other versions of verse 1:

	(HCSB)  Now faith is the reality (assurance)  of what is hoped for, the proof (conviction) of what is not seen.
	(AMP) Now faith is the assurance (title deed, confirmation) of things hoped for (divinely guaranteed), and the evidence of things not seen [the conviction of their reality—faith comprehends as fact what cannot be experienced by the physical senses].


Let’s list the key words in the writer’s explanation of faith. 

· being sure

· reality

· hope

· certain

· proof

· evidence

· conviction

· assurance

· confirmation
· guarantee

Note  the two descriptive phrases from other versions.

	NIV
	KJV
	NLT

	· being sure of what we hope for

· certain of what we do not see
	· substance of things hoped for

· evidence of things not seen
	· confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen

· evidence of things we cannot yet see


We see two basic elements:

1. the reality required for having hope

2. evidence beyond what we see and feel

What does faith help us to comprehend about the creation of the world? 

· it was formed at God’s command

· God made it out of nothing

· there were no materials of which to construct all the matter that now exists

Why does believing God is Creator require faith on our part?

· no one was there to see it happen … no first hand witnesses

· we have the Genesis account

· general opinion is that Moses actually wrote the words – but he wasn’t there to see it happen

· probably it was an orally passed down through generations 

· we read it and accept it as truth

Agree or Disagree:  “Faith is merely a leap in the dark.  If you know something, you don’t need faith.  To accept something about which you know little or nothing you are acting blindly.”  

	Agree
	Disagree

	· you have no guarantees

· you just hope you are right 

· but you cannot be sure

· sometimes you guess right, sometimes you guess wrong

· other times, you’re playing the odds – like having faith in winning the lottery
	· it worked before (your brakes) so you assume it will again

· you take the word of someone else, which makes it an informed decision

· faith is the act of the will which enables you to act with the best (even though limited)  information you have

· otherwise you would be paralyzed into inaction 


What are some “invisible realities” faith helps us to see?

· creation was the work of God, not a series of totally natural and/or random events

· Jesus the Messiah was/is God, come to earth as totally human and yet totally God

· God’s protection of us (and our children) in dangerous situations

· God’s provision for our physical and emotional needs

· wisdom from God, just when we need it

· peace in the midst of turmoil and distress

· God is interested personally in us

· our needs are neither too small nor too large for Him to supply

What do you think the writer of Hebrews meant when he described people as “approved” because of their faith?

· they pleased God

· they received God’s approval

· they believed what God said and that was faith

· they acted on their belief … that also was faith

· they were in good standing with God

( This is still true today … we are approved by God by our faith, our personal acceptance of the redemptive work of Jesus when He died on the cross for our sins.

3.2 Faith Responds with Worship
Listen for the first hero of faith.
Hebrews 11:4 (NIV)  By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. 

How did Abel demonstrate faith? 
· offered God a sacrifice

· we are told here it was better

· maybe it was because it was a blood sacrifice

· maybe because he had an attitude of faith and worship and submission to God when he made the sacrifice

· somehow it was “better”

How did God commend him? 
· he was commended as righteous

· God spoke well of his offerings

· he acted in faith

· declared that his faith is still a model for us

How does our influence as  people of faith live long past us and affect those who follow us?

· the life we live before family, friends, people we work with
· what we teach our children
· our participation in the Great Commission (giving, going, praying)
· things we may write that others will read
· how we model a life of faith in and obedience to God
What are some daily practices that strengthen your faith?
· communicating with  God – 

· hear from Him through Scripture

· talk to Him in prayer

· worship Him – declare His worth, declare awe in Who He IS

· praise Him for what He does

· participation in Christian ministries, declare His love to others who do not know Him

· fellowship with other believers

3.3 Faith Responds with Obedience
Listen for a unique experience.
Hebrews 11:5-6 (NIV)   By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
What makes Enoch unusual in the annals of the biblical accounts?
· taken from this physical life existence

· did not experience death

· could not be found

· God took him away 
What does he illustrate about faith?
· commended as one who pleased God 
· cannot please God without faith

· so he must have been a man of faith

What is required if we are to please God? 
· believe God exists

· believe He rewards those who earnestly seek Him

· for us, today, we trust what God says to us in His Word

· our faith is in the redemptive work of Jesus – His perfect life, substitutionary death, and victorious resurrection, His eventual return

What do you think it means to earnestly seek God?

· read what God says

· apply it to your life

· talk to God … pray … 

· tell God of your awe of who He is, what He is like

· confess to God, agree with Him concerning your sinful attitudes and actions

· tell Him your problems, your needs

· tell Him you are trusting Him to meet those needs, solve those problems

The passage says God rewards those who earnestly seek Him.  What “rewards” do we receive from the Lord? 

· eternal life … 

· abundant life now

· eternal union with Him beyond this life

· a faith that is like a treasure described in Matthew 13:44 (NLT2) “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field. 
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Application
Thank God for faith. 
· Thank God for bringing you to faith in Christ. 
· Acknowledge your belief in Him and seek to please Him in how you live out your faith.

Walk in faith. 
· Choose to walk in obedience to Christ. 

· Daily read God’s Word, and identify areas in which you need to walk in faith and obedience.

Express your faith. 
· As you live in obedient faith, ask God for opportunities to tell someone else why you believe in Him and choose to live by faith in Christ.
Fallen Phrases Puzzle
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An video for the introduction is available.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_5v20mxoy" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_5v20mxoy�  If you have no WiFi where you teach, best to download to your computer from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/qotbmfv" �https://tinyurl.com/qotbmfv� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Just look at the mess. The letters have fallen out of their columns straight down. I have faith you can fix the mess.  Replacing some letters are easy to figure out, like where there’s only one blank in that column. Look for two or three letter words and figure what two or three letters in those columns make a sensible word. If you’re stuck, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/qotbmfv" �https://tinyurl.com/qotbmfv� and your family will find other interesting projects there too.
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