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Abigail: Intervening Faith

1. Motivate

What are some instances where foolishness actually becomes dangerous or hazardous to one’s health?

· driving too fast

· drink and drive (at any speed)

· trying to parachute off the garage roof with an umbrella

· throwing frozen water balloons

· the guy who attached multiple weather balloons to his lawn chair and found himself at several thousand feet altitude (true story – see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Walters 
· people who get too close to a dangerous animal .. in the wild or even in a zoo

· how about the people in the so called “Polar Bear Club” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polar_bear_plunge 
2. Transition

Today we look at Nabal who acted foolishly and put his whole family at risk.

· We also learn about how others stepped in and headed off disaster
· As believers we Honor Christ by stepping in to help resolve conflict.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Trustworthy in Times of Need
Listen for both foolish and wise action.
1 Samuel 25:1-3, 14 - 17 (NIV)  Now Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned for him; and they buried him at his home in Ramah. Then David moved down into the Desert of Maon. 2  A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very wealthy. He had a thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which he was shearing in Carmel. 3  His name was Nabal and his wife's name was Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband, a Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings …  14  One of the servants told Nabal's wife Abigail: "David sent messengers from the desert to give our master his greetings, but he hurled insults at them.  15  Yet these men were very good to us. They did not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the fields near them nothing was missing. 16  Night and day they were a wall around us all the time we were herding our sheep near them. 17  Now think it over and see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him.".
Who was Nabal and what kind of person was he? 
· owned property at Camel, a descendent of Caleb

· was very wealthy

· thousands of livestock

· it was shearing time on his farm

· known as a surly man, mean in his dealings

When a conflict arose between Nabal and David, who did one of Nabal’s servants approach? 
· came to Nabal’s wife

· she was considered as intelligent and beautiful

Why might have he come to Abigail and not Nabal? 
· Nabal was the one who told David’s men to get lost

· said that Nabal was such a wicked man that no one can talk to him

· he had hurled insults at them

How did the servant assess the relationship he and others had with David and his men? What did he urge Abigail to do?
· these men were very good to us

· did not mistreat us

· never stole anything from us

· protected us, a “wall around us”

· you should think this over

· see what you can do

· disaster is hanging over all of us

How would you feel if you were asked to quickly fix a mess created by someone else?  What thought would go through your head?

· what were they thinking

· I don’t have time for this

· I don’t need this aggravation

· I should let this person get him/her-self out of this on their own 

· What am I going to do?  How can I fix this?

So, what kinds of things prevent us from acting to avoid the bad situation in a person’s life?

· We are too busy.

· We don’t want to get involved.

· We are afraid we might get our feelings hurt

· so called “whistle blowers” can get in trouble in a variety of ways

· We are afraid to hurt someone else’s feelings

· In some cases it requires “immediate action” like Abigail took and we don’t want to act that quickly

What might be some examples of bad situations people face that may require someone to step in to prevent the situation from getting worse?

· someone who is ignoring a health issue

· an elderly person who is being taken advantage of financially (even by relatives)

· when your kids tell you of what is going on with another family’s kids

· someone who is spreading untrue rumors about another person in the church

· you find out a person in leadership (church, school, at work, etc.) is doing something illegal or immoral

3.2 Encourage Right Behavior
Listen for Abigail’s swift action.
1 Samuel 25:23-28 (NIV) 23  When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before David with her face to the ground. 24  She fell at his feet and said: "My lord, let the blame be on me alone. Please let your servant speak to you; hear what your servant has to say. 25  May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name--his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, I did not see the men my master sent. 26  "Now since the LORD has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hands, as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, may your enemies and all who intend to harm my master be like Nabal. 27  And let this gift, which your servant has brought to my master, be given to the men who follow you. 28  Please forgive your servant's offense, for the LORD will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my master, because he fights the LORD's battles. Let no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live
What was Abigail’s attitude when she went out to meet David? 

· subservient, submissive, deferential

· willing to do what her husband was not

· apologetic for her husband’s boorish behavior

· wanted to make things right to rescue her family

How did Abigail evaluate her husband’s judgment? 

· wicked

· foolish

· full of folly

Why did Abigail take responsibility for the insult to David?

· basically apologetic for her family’s (her husband’s) behavior

· the offense was done by someone of her family, 

· she accepted the responsibility as part of the head of the family

How can we know whether it is best to intervene in a conflict or to stay out?
· if you are directly involved

· if you or people you know are in danger of harm

· ask for God’s guidance

· pray as you go
What principles can we learn from Abigail’s approach to the problem?

· you might have to humble yourself and ask forgiveness

· you might have to clear up a mess that someone else made

· say or do something nice to counter the ill will created by another person

· show honor and respect where it is deserved

· Godly wisdom is essential to increase the probability of you being heard and of your suggestions being accepted.

· God does not guarantee a positive outcome when we step in, but in Abigail’s bad situation, her actions paid off in a big way.

3.3 Keep a Christ-centered Perspective
Listen for David’s response.
1 Samuel 25:32-35 (NIV)  David said to Abigail, "Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has sent you today to meet me. 33  May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping me from bloodshed this day and from avenging myself with my own hands. 34  Otherwise, as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has kept me from harming you, if you had not come quickly to meet me, not one male belonging to Nabal would have been left alive by daybreak." 35  Then David accepted from her hand what she had brought him and said, "Go home in peace. I have heard your words and granted your request."
For what did David praise the Lord? 
· for sending Abigail to intervene

· for her good judgment

· for keeping him from killing and avenging

So how did David view the fact that Abigail came out to meet him? 

· this was God’s doing

· it was a good thing she came as she did

· she deserved God’s blessing

· her actions and attitude kept David and his men from attacking Nabal’s farm

Suppose you are in a situation more like David’s.  Someone comes to you and asks you to change your actions.  Why could that be a hard thing to do?

· “they done me wrong”

· no one knows how much I hurt for what was said/done

· if I let it go, I’m going to lose face

· they don’t deserve to be forgiven

· no one’s going to tell me what to do

· it’s none of their business
What lessons can we learn from Abigail as we seek to make peace today?
· be willing to assume responsibility

· realize that when someone is deeply offended or done wrong, they deserve an apology

· be willing to ask and give forgiveness

· tangible remuneration or making things right is a good idea

· the cost of making things right can be worth it to avoid retaliation

How does resolving conflict honor Christ?
· our sins are an offense against God

· God has taken the punishment we deserved (death)

· He offers forgiveness that is undeserved

· we must also have that same attitude of forgiving, even when it is undeserved
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Application
Pray. 
· Pray for someone in your life who is dealing with conflict. 
· Ask the Lord to intervene.

Give permission. 
· Give someone permission to step in whenever you are on the verge of a bad decision.
Step in. 
· Is the Lord asking you to intervene for someone else? 
· [image: image2.png]


Spend time reading Scripture that mentions unity in the body and pray for God to give you humility as you mediate.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson. A summary video is available.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ynlotnw7" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ynlotnw7� 


Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y24k3l9e" �https://tinyurl.com/y24k3l9e� 
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Nabal wasn’t the only fool.  Humph!  Just take a look in the mirror.  But if you can find the words in the grid (they go forwards, backwards, up, down, and diagonally) you could prove me wrong.  I doubt it.  Humph!  I venture to say you’ll need help.  Go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y24k3l9e" �https://tinyurl.com/y24k3l9e� and find the solution and other challenging Family Activities.
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