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Facing the Fiery Furnace

1. Motivate
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How many different ways can you think of to use an oven mitt?

· take a hot pan out of the oven

· carry a hot dish to a church supper

· swat at a spider

· decorate your kitchen

· kids use in a boxing match 
2. Transition

Main use is protection from heat … consider that Christians face heated situations where they must stand firm for what they believe or get “burned.”
( Today we look at 3 men who could have literally been burned to death for their stand
3. Bible Study

3.1 Threatening Demand
Listen for the punishment declared for disobedience of the king’s command.
Daniel 3:1-6 (NIV)   King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. [2] He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up …  [4] Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: [5] As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. [6] Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace." 

What do you learn about the image built by the king?
· made of gold

· 60 cubits (90 feet) high

· set on plain
· everyone was supposed to bow down and worship it when the music sounded

Why do you think a ruler would erect such an image and make such a demand?

· an ego trip – a statue of himself

· may have been for religious purposes (religion and politics were intertwined)

· exercise his power, emphasize his authority

Who was there at the dedication of the image?
· government officials of every level

· peoples, nations, men of every language

· musicians

Based on a previous lesson, why would this cause a problem for the Jewish captives?

· among the commandments this was a biggie

· would be outright blasphemy

· would be most offensive to any Jew even halfway serious about his/her faith

What kinds of expectations do believers face where they must openly oppose, stand against something because of our faith?

· what kind of entertainment we participate in (especially teenagers)
· how we handle invitations to partake of alcohol

· shady business practices

· how people treat those of other ethnic, religious, economic backgrounds

What would be wrong with outwardly bowing down and inwardly remaining loyal?

· it would be a lie

· it is a compromise that crosses over from just getting along and into area of defying God

3.2 Determined Defiance
Listen for words which describe the king’s reaction to the men who didn’t bow down.
Daniel 3:8-14 (NIV)  At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. … [12] But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon--Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego--who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up."  [13] Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, [14] and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 

What was the accusation made against the 3 Hebrew men?
· they pay no attention to the king

· they don’t worship official deities

· they refused to worship the image of gold

Now the men are before the king … what options do they have at this point?

· it’s a lie, we did bow down

· it was someone else, the report was wrong

· we didn’t bow down, but it’s because of bad knees

· we didn’t bow down, because it would be wrong for us to do

( Note that at any point along the way they could have changed their minds
· stand for God – face the consequences

· pay it safe – keep out of trouble by going along

In what way did each of the players in this drama have some kind of control?
· the complaining astrologers 
– started the whole problem
· the king 



– had power to execute

· the three Jewish men 

– had the choice to do right or waffle

· God 



– this is who really had control

( Same is true in our lives
· we may not be able to control what other people do

· many events are beyond our control

· we have the power to make our own decisions

· only God has ultimate control … for that we can be encouraged and assured

3.3 Confident Defense
Listen for these men believed about God.
Daniel 3:16-18 (NASB)  Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. [17] "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. [18] "But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." 

What were the three men sure of about God?  About themselves?

· God was able to deliver them from the fiery furnace

· God would deliver them out of the hand of the king

· whatever God would do/not do, they were determined not to serve Babylonian gods or worship the golden image

What were they unsure of?

· God could rescue them, they were unsure if God would rescue them

· they would not presume on God or tell Him what to do
Why do you think they were willing to remain loyal to God even if He didn’t rescue them?

· it was the right thing to do

· obeying God is more important than anything else in life

· they loved God more than they loved their own lives

How is their (and our) faith related to obedience?

· trust in God will be demonstrated by what we do

· they believed God could save them so they did the right thing and refused to bow down

· Recall James 2:17 (NIV)  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

Why is it safer to fear God than to fear people (even powerful kings)?

· healthy fear knows where the real dangers are

· God is the ultimate power and authority 

· He has power over, He controls even the most powerful earthly rulers

· the fear/reverence of God is the beginning of wisdom

Consider the subtlety of our idols – romance, success, power, winning, materialism … how might these be more dangerous than a physical idol that is 90 feet tall and made of gold?

· our submission to these idols is not so obvious

· doesn’t involve public bowing down

· they can control our inner motives as well as our outward actions

· they are so much a part of our culture

Consider that we must place God back on the throne of our lives

( any influence that is more important in our lives than God is an idol

( set that influence aside … submit to God’s control of your life

3.4 Amazing Deliverance
Listen for how the angry king was shocked and surprised.
Daniel 3:24-26 (NASB) Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he responded and said to his high officials, "Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?" They answered and said to the king, "Certainly, O king." [25] He answered and said, "Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!" [26] Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most High God, and come here!" Then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire. … [28]  Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king's command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God. 

This would-be execution was apparently a spectator sport … what did the king see?
· saw the three Hebrew men

· also saw a fourth man … saw all of them walking around in the fire

· they were unharmed

· the fourth man had the appearance “like a son of the gods”

God could have rescued the three men at any point throughout the ordeal.  Why do you think he allowed them to face the terror of actually being thrown into the furnace?

· God could demonstrate to others the faith of His people
· God would better impress the king with the events that did transpire

· in human thinking it would be more of a miracle to see them unharmed

· otherwise someone might just say the king changed his mind or they were fast talkers and argued him out of it

For whose benefit would you say the appearance of the 4th man occurred?

· to give assurance to the 3 Hebrew men

· to impress the king and let him know of the reality Jehovah, the God of the Hebrews

Consider Isaiah 43:2 (NLT)   When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. 

What kind of “hot” situations do believers face today from which God can rescue us?
· false accusations in a work situation

· temptations of depression or anger when “deep waters” come our way

· pressure to go along with the crowd in a questionable activity

· pressure at work to cheat the company or acquire business illegally – with the possible cost of losing a deal or even losing your job

· Christians in some cultures face physical harm or having their businesses boycotted

( Remember that God delivers His people from harm for His glory
· not merely for their safety

4. Application
4.1  People of faith will be tempted to join in various forms of idolatry
· refusing to go along with the crowd can bring criticism and worse

· be proactive and determine now to confront these issues

· plan what action you will take before you find yourselves in a crisis

· young people need to be counseled along these lines in dating and social situations

· they need a good answer, a good “line” with which to respond

· “I won’t join you in that because … “

4.2 Be assured of the reality of God’s power, God’s sovereignty, God’s love for you when you face these situations
· trust the God who can do anything

· trust Him to act for good according to His will

4.3 Be assured of the reality of God’s presence in these situations
· sometimes He delivers His people from what threatens them

· sometimes He sustains but chooses not to deliver

· God will use the example and testimonies of faithful believers to soften the hearts of unbelievers
Basically confirm or deny
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