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Doing My Part

1. Motivate

What do you think would happen to the crime rate if people believed the world would end tomorrow?
	Crime Rate Would Increase
	Crime Rate Would Decrease

	· looting, riots, mayhem 

· live for the moment, no payback tomorrow

· who’s going to prosecute?
	· there would be an accounting with God coming tomorrow

· people would seek God’s forgiveness

· people would repent openly


2. Transition

Jeremiah faced a situation that was similar … their world as they knew it would soon be gone …
( How do you respond to that?    What did God have to say about it?

3. Bible Study

3.1 Obey Without Delay
Listen for a business deal that becomes available to Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 32:6-9 (NIV)    Jeremiah said, "The word of the Lord came to me: [7] Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle is going to come to you and say, 'Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative it is your right and duty to buy it.'   [8] "Then, just as the Lord had said, my cousin Hanamel came to me in the courtyard of the guard and said, 'Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. Since it is your right to redeem it and possess it, buy it for yourself.'  "I knew that this was the word of the Lord; [9] so I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver. 

What prediction did God make to Jeremiah?
· your cousin will soon visit

· he will offer you land to buy

· you are the nearest relative with the right (and responsibility) to buy it

What kinds of factors make land which is for sale either a good opportunity or  not a good deal?

· it’s location

· the zoning

· the size

· access to the property

· availability of services

· price

Turns out this property had several factors going against it …
· location was in midst of area about to be (or possibly already) captured by Babylonians

· the deed could soon be worthless if the land was taken over by the enemy

· this could be wasted money

When people saw this happening, why would Jeremiah’s purchase be puzzling or confusing to them?
· Jeremiah had been prophesying the capture of the land

· now he buys potentially worthless property in the face of the event actually happening

· was he now saying that it wasn’t really going to happen?

· was he thinking long term?

· was he saying that the captivity would someday end and he would own prime real estate?
( Actually, even Jeremiah may have been wondering some of these same things!

· He didn’t understand the “why” of what he was told to do

· but he did not hesitate to do what God told him to do

Why are we sometimes slow to respond to God when the command doesn’t appear to make sense to us?

· we ask ourselves (and God) if we understand the command correctly

· we wonder if it was really God giving us the command

· we think it might just be someone twisting our arm to do what they want

· we even wonder if God really understands the full implications of what He is asking

· sometimes we just don’t want to do it

· we are afraid of embarrassment or failure

Why is it not required that we know the “why” behind God’s directions?

· our knowledge and understanding is limited

· God knows more than we do

· God sees the end of a thing from it’s very beginning

· actually we may never see the “why” in our lifetime
We marvel at the plot of a good book how all the pieces-parts work together to complete the story … 
( God does it even better and does it in real life!

What kinds of impressions does the obedience of a believer have on people of the world?

· they sometimes think the believer is stupid or crazy

· they might just plane not understand … their mind set and lifestyle is completely different

· in other situations they respect the dedication

· they might eventually see the long range wisdom of the action

3.2 Yield to God’s Purposes
Listen for God’s explanation of what He is going to do and why.
Jeremiah 32:27-30 (NIV)  "I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me? [28] Therefore, this is what the Lord says: I am about to hand this city over to the Babylonians and to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who will capture it. [29] The Babylonians who are attacking this city will come in and set it on fire; they will burn it down, along with the houses where the people provoked me to anger by burning incense on the roofs to Baal and by pouring out drink offerings to other gods. [30] "The people of Israel and Judah have done nothing but evil in my sight from their youth; indeed, the people of Israel have done nothing but provoke me with what their hands have made, declares the Lord. 

What does God say He is going to do?
· hand the city over to the Babylonians

· allow Nebuchadnezzar to capture it

· they will set fire to the city, burning it down

· they will destroy the houses where people have burned incense to Baal and worshiped other gods

What reason does God give for the events which will come?

· people have worshiped Baal and other gods 

· they have done nothing but evil in God’s sight from their youth

· they have done nothing but provoke God with what their hands have made

Note the one encouraging word in this passage?

( I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?
How might Jeremiah feel, (how might you feel) hearing all of this?
· fearful about coming attacks

· discouraged about the demise of his country

· sorrowful over the sinfulness of his countrymen

· possibly justified in all his warnings and prophecies

· reassured by this preface statement

How are some circumstances in our lives used as a discipline to pull us back in line with God’s will?

· we reap what we have sown and learn a lesson of cause and effect

· God uses the results of our sinful actions to catch our attention

· we come to the end of our own capabilities to cope and learn we must depend on God

· we get so tired of the results of our sinfulness that we give them up, repent of them

How do difficult situations help you grow in your relationship with God?

· learn to depend on Him

· learn your own limitations

· see God intervening in your life in a powerful way

· experience God’s love in a personal way
· we learn first hand of God’s power and authority and love for us

· we are able to minister to others who experience similar situations

· God took us through and we are able to give testimony and encouragement (or warning) to someone else

3.3 Trust God’s Plan
What do we like about family or class reunions?
· get to see people we’ve been separated from for a long time

· get to renew old friendships
Listen for what kind of reunion Jeremiah prophecies in this passage.

Jeremiah 32:37-41 (NIV)  I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. [38] They will be my people, and I will be their God. [39] I will give them singleness of heart and action, so that they will always fear me for their own good and the good of their children after them. [40] I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. [41] I will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart and soul. 

What kind of reunion would take place as described here?
· people gathered from all the lands where they had been banished

· God would bring them back and let them live in safety

· they will be God’s people

· He will be their God

· they will have singleness of heart and action

· they will always fear God for their own good, for the good of succeeding generations

Describe the covenant God promises to make

· He will never stop doing good to them

· He will inspire them to stand in awe, respect, reverence, fear of Him

· the result would be that they would never turn away from Him

· God rejoices to do them good

· He promises to “plant” them in the land … with all His heart and soul

What do you think it means when He says, “They will be my people, and I will be their God”?  What did it mean to the Israelites, what does it mean to us?
· God promises to watch over and protect and bless

· they (we) must choose Jehovah as their God

· they (we) will do away with other influences which tend to take attention away from God
· living lives of obedience

· living lives of faith … trust in and belief of what God says

· seeking to know Him better, developing an ongoing relationship

· standing in awe, fear, reverence of who God is – more awe for God than for other influences around us

( This is God’s plan!  

( God wants to wrap us in His love, like a warm, fuzzy quilt, and to experience His care and protection.
4. Application
4.1 Jeremiah did not delay his obedience, just because he didn’t understand it
· neither should we

· obedience to God means doing whatever He commands

· whether we understand it or not

4.2 We cannot always rely on sight, we have to rely on faith
· we hear God’s word

· then we are to obey it

· this flows from a heart that trusts Him completely

4.3 We can be assured that God’s plan and purposes for us are right

· we know because of His love

· He demonstrated that love in sending His Son to the cross to die in our place for our sinfulness

· how can we do any less than surrender, submit to His direction in our lives?
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