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Disrespect to Respect


1. Motivate

What are some ways in which we display or express disrespect for people?

· make fun of them

· play mean tricks on them

· ignore them when they are around, don’t pay attention

· body language (roll our eyes, cross our arms, keep our distance)

· exclude them (from group activities, from friendships)

· speak sharply to them

· interrupt them

· disregard their opinion, their preferences

Why do we respect some people and not others?

· whether or not we agree with them

· whether or not they treat us nice

· if they are the same group (school, race, religion, country) we are from

· are they different from us in any way

2. Transition

Today we will be challenged to be aware of our attitudes and behaviors …

· we need to move away from disrespect

· we need to learn to have respect for all people

3. Bible Study

3.1 Respect Authority – Government 

Listen for words that denote respect.

1 Peter 2:13-17 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority,  [14] or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  [15] For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  [16] Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  [17] Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.  

What words do you see in the passage that had to do with showing respect?

· submit yourselves

· supreme authority

· doing good

· show proper respect

· love

· fear

· honor

Who are the entities to whom we show respect?

· king

· governors

· all men

· brotherhood

· God

What reasons does Peter give for this respect?

· it is God's will




( a spiritual reason

· the government requires obedience, civility
( practical reason

· for the praise of them that do well

( as a witness

Why is showing this respect difficult at times? Recall the experiences of those to whom Peter is writing.

· mistreatment by the government

· evil and stupid government leaders

· we don’t like them, they don’t like us

What is to be our response even in these kind of situations?

· respect, honor to the office

· here in the US we have the right (the responsibility) to vote them out at the next election

· pray for them – for wisdom, for their salvation 

· Recall Proverbs 21:1   The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD;  he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.

3.2 Respect Authority – Employers 

Again, listen for words that denote respect.

1 Peter 2:18-21 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  [19] For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.  [20] But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  [21] To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

  What words do we find here that denote respect?

· submit

· respect

· bear up under unjust suffering

· follow in Christ’s steps of suffering

What are the two reasons that a servant/slave/employee might suffer or be punished?

· you are found doing wrong

· you deserve it

· no credit to you

· you are doing the right thing and get punished anyway

· if you take it patiently

· this is commendable before God

( The motivation for this attitude of taking it patiently is seen in the life of Jesus -- To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

Note the points Peter made about Christ’s suffering:

1. Christ also suffered – His mission involved suffering – it is only after the fact that his disciples (and we) realize the full implications of that suffering

2. Christ suffered for us – His suffering was for our salvation. He suffered and died for our sins.

3. When Christ suffered, He left us an example that we should follow in His steps

a. “an example” is the word used to describe the original lettering for a child’s writing lesson – they were to write/copy theirs to look like the original

b. We can only have our life copy His by the infilling power of the Holy Spirit – living out the qualities of Christ’s life through ours

3.3 Respect Spouses

Listen for ways a Christian couple can show mutual respect.

1 Peter 3:1,2,7 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives,  [2] when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.  [7] Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.  

How are husbands and wives to show mutual respect for each other?

	Husbands
	Wives

	· be considerate

· treat with respect, giving honor

· remember they are physically not as strong (sometimes)

· remember they are heirs together with you of the gift of life
	· be submissive to your husband

· live in purity

· live in reverence


What are some specific actions husbands and wives can take to fulfill these guidelines?

· frequent deeds of kindness 

· careful in how you speak (tone of voice, words you use)

· value spouse’s opinion

· share in the decisions

· help one another in household tasks (bookkeeping, housecleaning, yard work)

· be careful not to do things that make extra work for one another

· be interested in what he/she has to say

· allow spouse to make some of the choices which affect the family


What is the result of a couple’s showing mutual respect as Peter described?

· non Christian spouse may be won to the Lord by a living testimony

· purity and reverence of life are clearly seen

· your faith is something that is shared

· your prayers are not hindered

3.4 Reverence Christ

Listen for ways that believers can show reverence for Christ.

1 Peter 3:14-16 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened."  [15] But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,  [16] keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  

By what actions can we show reverence for Christ?

· do the right thing, even if it causes you to suffer

· set Christ apart as Lord, acknowledge Him as The Authority in your life

· be ready to explain what you believe, why you believe it

· act in gentleness in respect

· live so as to keep a clear conscience

Consider that phrase, “in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.”  What are some practical ways to do that?

· tell God daily that you submit to Him

· live by Christ’s teachings

· depend on His guidance and direction

· make choices that are pleasing to God

· seek to know and do His will

· read and heed His Word

What are the positive outcomes hoped for as a result of doing the right thing and acknowledging Christ’s lordship?

· you keep a clear conscience

· those who slander you are proved wrong

· those who treat you maliciously will be shamed

· Christ is uplifted

· people receive a testimony of the hope you have in Christ

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Evaluate your attitudes and actions concerning 

· your respect for people

· your reverence for Christ as Lord

4.2 Consider your attitudes towards government officials – even those you do not like

· jokes told

· prayer for them (or lack thereof)

4.3 Resolve to treat your spouse with more respect,  honor, dignity

4.4 Ask God to help you to make right choices

· even if it could result in suffering

· so that it would be a proper testimony to unbelievers, to fellow believers

Remember that these are God-given roles for human rulers and authorities





Note: the specific actions seem to be similar for both spouses – submission and respect work out pretty much the same for both partners
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