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Can God Fix This?

1. Motivate

Consider the “broken windows” theory – criminals interpret broken windows and graffiti as invitations to commit more serious crimes.  Cities that repaint and repair buildings quickly see reduction in crime rates.
( What might “unfixed lives” lead to?

· further dabblings in sin

· giving up on trying to follow God

· dissatisfaction 
· perpetuate sinful lifestyle

· lack of desire to do better

2. Transition

A person may be bruised and battered, hurt, and discouraged spiritually, but we want to find encouragement in the fact that God can fix these problems!  He wants to fix them.
( Today we will look at the steps required to see this happen.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Acknowledge Sin
Listen for what God calls Israel to do.
Hosea 14:1-2 (NIV)   Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God. Your sins have been your downfall! [2] Take words with you  and return to the Lord. Say to him: "Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously,  that we may offer the fruit of our lips. 

What was God’s call or command to Israel?
· return to the Lord

· verbally declare to God your confession and request for forgiveness

· here are the words to use

What was the result of their sin?

· sins have been your downfall, have caused you to stumble

How do sinful actions cause one’s downfall?  What kind of examples can you think of?

· we drift away from God

· we suffer the natural consequences of the sin 

· substance abuse (such as chocolate chip cookies?) cause health problems

· idols in our lives (such as our hobbies) end up in misery and dissatisfaction

· open rebellion against God can bring down God’s anger

· neglect of time alone with God results in a dry and barren life

· flaunting even men’s laws can result in prison and fines

Note that the command is to "Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously” It is a request for total forgiveness.  What would a partial request indicate?
· a remaining portion of rebellion

· holding back from full repentance

· lack of true repentance

· ignorance … we think we can hide something from God

Looking at the phrase again, “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously,  that we may offer the fruit of our lips.”  How do these words reflect both repentance and praise?

· request for forgiveness is the repentance

· declaring God’s gracious attitude is praise

· the “fruit of our lips” refers to verbal praise that we would offer

Note that it says literally, “bulls of our lips”

· implies that we continually offer up a sacrifice of praise

· the “fruit” of lips that confess His name
3.2 Establish Commitment
Listen for false trusts that the people needed to renounce.
Hosea 14:3 (NIV)  Assyria cannot save us; we will not mount war-horses. We will never again say 'Our gods' to what our own hands have made, for in you the fatherless find compassion."

What kinds of things had Israel been trusting in to protect them?
· alliances with foreign countries like Assyria

· their military strength (war-horses)

· idols that their own hands had created

What kinds of things do we depend on daily to meet our  needs?

· our jobs

· our families

· our personal skills

· the government

· health care professionals

Why do these things really not meet our needs in the long run?

· jobs can be lost

· families only have so much to give, kids grow up and leave

· even family members allegiances can change

· our personal skills and strengths ebb away as we age

· governments change

· the medical profession can only do so much

( Only God has the power and authority and love to meet our true needs!
Consider the significance of the mention of the “fatherless”

· an orphan is at the mercy of whoever finds him or her

· a fatherless child has no one to depend on and does not have the skills nor the resources to survive

( If we are honest that is our condition when we are without God!

· no skills

· no resources   to survive life       This must be our confession
3.3 Accept Healing
Listen for the blessings God offers Israel.
Hosea 14:4-8 (NIV)  "I will heal their waywardness  and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them. [5] I will be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like a lily. Like a cedar of Lebanon  he will send down his roots;  [6] his young shoots will grow. His splendor will be like an olive tree,  his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon. [7] Men will dwell again in his shade.   He will flourish like the grain. He will blossom like a vine,  and his fame will be like the wine from Lebanon. [8] O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols?  I will answer him and care for him. I am like a green pine tree; your fruitfulness comes from me."

What did God promise to do for Israel in verse 4?
· heal their waywardness

· love them freely

· turn His anger away from them

Note that some synonyms for waywardness are

· apostasy




   God wants to heal us of this

· back sliding

What blessings did He offer in verses 5 – 8

· be like a refreshing dew

· cause them to blossom

· cause them to be well grounded with good roots

· cause Israel to grow and flourish with splendor

· compared to an olive tree, to cedar of Lebanon (valuable, strong, useful)

· cause them to be fruitful

How does healing change our perspectives on life?
· when you don’t feel good, your outlook is bleak

· you don’t want to do normal tasks

· nothing seems interesting or worthwhile

· in the extreme this results in depression

When you are healed

· life looks good
· you are ready to tackle everything coming your way

· you have a happy, joyful perspective

Again, we must realize that God wants to do this for us … 

· not only in a physical way,  …

· but also in a spiritual way.

3.4 Walk in Wisdom
Listen for what kinds of things a wise person understands.
Hosea 14:9 (NIV)  Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the Lord are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.

What are some synonyms for “wise” in this verse?

· discerning

· understanding

According to the verse, how are these qualities demonstrated?

· realization that God’s way is the right ways

· you will walk in God’s ways, obey His commands

Why or how do the rebellious “stumble” in God’s ways?

· their mind set is contrary to God’s ways

· they choose not to see the good sense of God’s principles for daily living

· maybe they stumble upon God’s ways and it surprises them

· they’ve never heard of or thought of the Truth from God

· because of their natural tendency to make sinful choices, they do not naturally choose God’s way and this trips them up

How does submission relate to wisdom?

· the smart thing to do is to submit to the person, the power who is really in charge

· find out who is in control and submit to that person

· if you submit to an inferior power, that inferior power will not be able to defend you or provide for you in the long run

· recognition of Truth

· realization that it works
How can our life choices reflect a desire to walk in the Lord’s ways?

· when we obey

· when we are quick to confess and repent of our sin

· when we regularly read and apply God’s Truth to daily life

· when we sincerely worship and declare God’s worthiness of praise

· when we choose to be actively involved in Kingdom ministries

· when we minister to one another with the Spiritual gifts God has given us
4. Application
4.1 When God reveals to you sin in your life …

· be  quick to confess it

· agree with God that it is wrong, it is a sin against Him

· repent … turn away from the sin … turn to God

· receive His forgiveness

· receive the power He provides to live a life not dominated by sin’s power

4.2 Commit in loyalty to God

· seeking to know and to do His will

· communicating to others what He wants to do for them

· involvement in Spiritual ministries around the world

4.3 Receive God’s spiritual healing

· be assured of God’s forgiveness

· know that God loves you and is concerned about your situation

· receive His healing for a new outlook on life

4.4 Practice walking in God’s wisdom

· regularly expose yourself to God’s wisdom

· apply it to your life

· heed what it says

· walk in His ways
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